		     THE HINDMARSH ISLAND BRIDGE
			   A BIGGER PICTURE	       
       1.          The announcement by the South Australian Attorney-General that a bridge will 
       be built to Kumarangk (Hindmarsh Island) gives the go-ahead for the desecration of our 
       Ngarrindjeri cultural and spiritual lands and waters, gives further insult to our cultural 
       and spiritual beliefs, and threatens greater destruction of the environment and wildlife - 
       Ngarrindjeri ngaitjis (native bird totems) -  in the area.

2.          Building this bridge is against our beliefs and rights as the Indigenous people 
and traditional custodians of Goolwa, Kumarangk (Hindmarsh Island), Lakes Albert 
& Alexandrina, Kurangk (Coorong) and the Lower Region of the Murray River.  It is 
crunch time.   All opponents of the bridge must join together.   We are not liars or 
fabricators of our cultural and spiritual beliefs.  We ask you to stand up in support of 
the Ngarrindjeri people and continue to defend our lifestyle, and cultural and 
spiritual beliefs, under the leadership of our respected Ngarrindjeri Elders.

3.          Only a minority will be serviced by proceeding with these bridge works in the 
name of economic development.   But they will impose permanent spiritual and 
cultural deprivation on our Ngarrindjeri people.   It is a deliberate action against us 
by the Government.   It puts in question Parliament’s commitment to Reconciliation.

4.	       We feel this setback in Reconciliation offers us a chance to work more strongly 
together on a clear goal to defeat the impact of this decision on our lives, the lives of 
our children, race relations in our land, and the future of our economic development. 
 
5.	       The Ngarrindjeri people are not ‘dead set’ against all economic development 
around the Ngarrindjeri lands or waters -  e.g., we are not against building a bridge at 
Wellington.   We have remained willing to negotiate over any reasonable development 
that is in the economic interests of the State, provided our rights, heritage sites, and 
spiritual and cultural places and beliefs are not further destroyed.
  
6.	      Cabinet has done an about-face over the toll because of community opposition 
to a toll.  There is limited public support for a bridge while the Government goes on 
closing public hospital wards and schools.   What its priorities are remains an issue.

7.	      We oppose the building of this bridge from Goolwa to Kumarangk (Hindmarsh
Island) across the surrounding waters, because it will interfere with our cultural 
heritage and spiritual beliefs, and it will have a further destructive impact on the 
natural environment which is also part of our cultural heritage and spiritual beliefs.

8.	      We Ngarrindjeri people stand together over this and will not be crossing to 
Kumarangk by a bridge.   As we will be driving there, we can only ever cross to the island 
by ferry.  Therefore, we propose that whoever is committed with us to protect Kumarangk 
stand and work together with us to set up and develop a new ferry system.


9.	      We must crystallise the ideas we have put forward in the past of establishing 
another ferry to Kumarangk instead of supporting the bridge.   The campaign to have 
two ferries has fallen on deaf ears.   But our commitment to another ferry has born 
fruit in the Goolwa Mayor’s recent proposal for an extra ferry crossing at Clayton.
	
10.	       Together we can establish a joint venture to run an economically viable ferry 
servicing local as well as tourist needs.  The development of a ferry to and from the island 
would provide quick access to the Clayton, Milang and Strathalbyn areas. Ngarrindjeri 
people would provide cultural information details for a tourist display.

11.	       It is critical for the future of Reconciliation in the Lower Region that the area’s 
planning and development, extending from around Goolwa and Clayton, and through 
Strathalbyn to Wellington be undertaken in consultation with the Ngarrindjeri  people.   
A Clayton-Rankine’s Landing ferry incorporating a Ngarrindjeri Interpretative Centre 
would facilitate the operation of a tourist circuit from Victor Harbour, through Goolwa 
and via Clayton, to Wellington via Strathalbyn, and utilising key Ngarrindjeri inputs. 

12.	        The tourism and business opportunities underwritten by the Government 
investment of $9M in a bridge have not been decided upon after consultation with 
Ngarrindjeri people.   It is time for our contributions to be put in mind and taken into 
partnership.   Support Ngarrindjeri calls for a Clayton-Rankine’s Landing ferry and a 
bridge at Wellington which will cater for heavier traffic using the ferry there at the 
moment, and let your voice be heard backing this viable idea for a privatised ferry. 

13.	         The surrounding towns of the area, like Victor Harbour, Middleton, Port Elliot, 
Milang, Strathalbyn, Langhorne Creek and Wellington are situated in the 
traditional lands of the Ngarrindjeri people.   Their environmentally sustainable 
expansion and further economic development are intricately bound up with the 
preservation of the Ngarrindjeri identity.

14.	        Much opportunity exists for attractive tourist, heritage and cultural 
developments becoming a significant part of the local economy.   The employment 
opportunities these could open up make it vital that the Ngarrindjeri people and their 
organisations be fully involved and committed to the future of the area.   Also, the 
potential for Ngarrindjeri interpretative centres, and organised artistic and cultural 
activities operating out of facilities integrated for this purpose in the economy of the 
area needs to be explored in consultation with the Ngarrindjeri people.
	
15.	       Kumarangk is essential to the Ngarrindjeri cultural and spiritual identity, and 
the island cannot be further developed without substantial destruction of our existing 
rights, heritage sites, and cultural and spiritual places and beliefs.
	
16.	      For these reasons we would like the Government and the taxpayers of South 
Australia, the Alexandrina Council, the builders of the bridge, and local developers to 
re-look at the whole situation and see another bigger picture by building a bridge at 
Wellington.   The benefit to the public of building a bridge to Kumarangk is limited, 
and there is insufficient public support for spending scarce government funds on it.


