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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
 

 

 

 
 

Much thought has been given to the relating of facts and events in the lives of our forebears, 

in particular, of those which they may not wish revealed. 

 
 

 

However, history is history and cannot be denied. 

 
 

Our Hangan forebears were influenced by the times in which they lived and subject to the 

decisions made by the English Parliament. 

 
 

 

We are proud of the contribution they made to the shaping of our Nation and hold no shame 

of their early circumstances. 
 

 

 

Our feelings are of great pride in recognition of their life. 
Glenda Sharpe 2004 

 

 

 
This publication is complied from several sources which are being published.  

The authors are Glenda Sharpe “Two families and their journeys of descendancy”  

and David Noakes “The Life and Times of John Hangan 1779-1826 and His Descendants”. 

Together with information supplied from individual descendants of Frederick James (FJ) 
Hanigan. Other printed books which relate to families who are related by marriage are listed 

in the Biography at the end of this book. 
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FOREWORD 

 

The following is a family history of mainly the direct descendants of John Hangan and Jane 

Heels. There is little attempt to follow the histories of families that have married into the 

line, nor spent too much time trying to follow the history of the female Hangan line. When 
ever information came to hand, the details have been included, where ever possible. 

However in Family Group 4 there are detailed stories of spouses and their families. When 

the details presented they are included in the family tree document.  

 
The story starts with John Hangan’s conviction in September 1802 and traces the various 

branches of the family until around 1960. The family tree however is as up to date as 

possible and can be added to at any time.  

  
This publication attempts to provide historical background, mainly for interest, but also to 

context the evolution of the various branches. The section on Hangans at War includes quite 

specific information on the First World War, as the information available is very detailed. 

Presently, no attempt to document activities or involvement for the Second World War have 
been made. 

 

In order to make it as easy as possible to follow the different branches and quickly identify 

where you belong each family group has been given code numbers. Look in the 
Descendant’s Index at the back of the book to quickly find where any individual fits into the 

family tree.  

 

Of John and Jane’s eight children only three were to marry and have families and these have 
been coded as follows: 

 

 

  = Family Group #1 (FG1) 

 

  

 

 

 

  = Family Group #2 (FG2) 

   

 

 

 

 

  = Family Group #3 (FG3) 

 

 

 

 

   

  = Family Group #4 (FG4) 

 
The compiling of this history commenced in 1978, by GR 

Hanigan, Young (FG4). Tracing the living relatives of FJ Hanigan proved to be easy in the 

Charles Hangan 

Aka Thomas 

Married Rosina Smith 

James Hangan 

Married 

Helen Marney 

First Marriage 

James Hangan 
Married 

Sarah Dunning 

Second Marriage 

Henry Hangan 

Married 
Ann Nicholls 
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early days, but then tracing his parents, George & Mary become difficult. After writing away 
for Birth, Death and Marriage Certificates it was established that George had his name 

changed, through the process of the bureaucracy and standards of literacy at the time. 

Months became years, and the story of Frederick James and his brother Arthur Hanigan 

began to unfold.  
 

The 1980’s saw many Australian’s become very interested in their ancestry, because of the 

upcoming Bi-Centenary. It was then fashionable to be able to say that you were of convict 

descendantary, who arrived in Australia January 1788. However not every Australian arrived 
on that historic day, so this lead to the on going research of the Hanigan family.  

 

There were other descendants of the first Van Dieman’s Land settlers who were doing their 

own research. That research has now created this publication. The combining of several 
people’s research showed a direct link that can be established back to the “Calcutta” on 

which our Hangan family tree arrived in Australia.  

 

John Hangan’s convict background, quickly followed by the discovery of Marjorie Tippings’ 
wonderful book “Convicts Unbound” with further references to John Hangan and all the 

“Calcutta” convicts. 

 

The fact that John was one of the founding citizens of Hobart, and that his surname is a little 
unusual, gave the idea that there was an interesting story to tell and it should be reasonably 

easy to trace the Hangan name. David Noakes has not found a Hangan in Australia that does 

not descend from John Hangan and Jane Heels. 

 
Each family member in the family tree section at the end of the chapter has a number at the 

beginning of the line. This relates to the generation to which they belong. John Hangan & his 

wife are the founders—the first generation. 

 
While compiling this publication every care is taken for the accuracy of information. 

Therefore if you wish to amend please let the compiler know. This will create the footprints 

for the future, nah011 at ozemail.com.au 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME 
 

John Hangan at the time of his arrest was described as born in Kent, and more importantly, 

“literate” 1) which would seem to indicate that he should be able to spell his name. There are 

however no records of any Hangans in the I.G.I. until 1862 and that is for one lone entry in 
Cork, Ireland. There is no record of a birth or christening for John Hangan in Kent and no 

evidence of any mother or father by that name. The most likely origin is either HANIGAN 

or HANAGAN but there is no evidence of when or how the change to HANGAN took place. 

 
The various spelling errors start from day one with the first child of John and Jane Heels 

being listed as John Edward HANAGAN. 

 

The death of their second son William John is recorded as HANGIN. 
 

There is no record of John Hangan’s death but there is a record of the burial of a John 

HANAGHAN. The date and age of the deceased are about right, there is no record of a John 

Hanaghan arriving in Van Diemen’s Land. There is also the recorded birth of Peter 
HANNAGAN in 1827.  

 

There is considerable trouble with the family of James and his second wife, Sarah Dunning, 

mainly due to the fact that both parties were illiterate. Two of their children are listed as, 
Anne HANGAR, and the youngest son as Peter George HANAGAN. As for poor Sarah her 

name is variously listed as DUNNON, DUNNE, DUNN, DUNNAN and DUNNING. Dunning 

appears to be the correct spelling. 

 
The children of James’s first marriage to Helen Marney were known as John HANIGAN and 

Mary Ann HANAGAN. 

 

Arthur and Ellen Ryan had a William Henry HANGEN, and a William Patrick HANIGAN. 
 

Henry’s first child, Emma was listed on her marriage certificate as HANYAN and on the birth 

certificate for her daughter Ellen in 1872 she is listed as Emma HARRIGAN and for the birth 

of Susan she is Emma HAUGAN 

 

The most interesting case is that of Henry and Ann Nicholls’ eldest son George Thomas 

Hangan, born 1849 in Kilmore and died 1896 in Berrigan NSW. The spelling in both cases is 
correct, however there was a marriage in Forbes NSW in 1885 between a George Thomas 

HANIGAN and Mary Field. The descendants of this union still live in the Young district 

NSW and are convinced that this is really George Thomas Hangan. There is no definite 

proof but the age and timing are about right and on the birth certificates for George 
HANIGAN’S two sons his birthplace is listed as Kilmore Vic on one and Victoria on the 

other. We do know that George Thomas Hangan was born in Kilmore. There are no Birth, 

Death or Marriage records for the name Hanigan in Victoria prior to 1861. 
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Where Do Hangans Come From? 

 

The biggest question that has not been fully answered is the origins of the Hangan family. 

We know that John was born in Kent, England (court records) but no evidence of that fact 

has been found. There are hardly any listings of Hangan in the major records of England and 
Ireland. There is some support from various family members that the name has been misspelt 

and the origins are infact Irish. After looking at immigration records for the USA and in 

particular Ellis Island there are many Hangans arriving there in the early 1900’s but of the 80 

odd records listed most list their place of origin as NORWAY!!! 

 

However it is the firm belief that John Hangan’s ancestors do originate from Ireland.  
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History Of The Surname Hanigan  
The Ancient History of The Distinguished Surname  

*** HANIGAN ***  
Many distinguished family names have been produced by the Irish culture, not the least of which was Hanigan. 
 
Works of reference used by researchers include books by O'Hart, McLysaght and O'Brien, the Four Masters, 
baptismal, parish records, and ancient land grants, and they found that the family name Hinnegan was first revealed in 
county Tipperary where they had been seated from ancient times.   
 
Many spelling variations were found. From time to time the surname was spelt Heenan, Henaghan, Henehan, Heenon, 
Hanegan, Hannegan, Hannigan, Haneghan, Hanneghan, Hinnegan, and these different spellings frequently occurred, 
even between father and son. Preferences for the spelling variations usually arose from a division of the family, or for 
religious reasons, or sometimes for patriotic reasons. Church officials and scribes spelt the name as it sounded, 
sometimes several different ways in the lifetime of the same person.   
 
Traditionally, the ancient Kings of Ireland were descended from King Milesius of Spain, the grandson of Breoghan 
(Brian), King of Galicia, Andalusia, Murcia, Castile and Portugal. Milesius, a great general/King, was instrumental in 
defending Egypt from the King of Ethiopia. Milesius turned his attention northward to Ireland to fulfill and ancient 
Druidic prophecy. He sent an army to explore this fertile land. On finding that his son had been murdered by the three 
resident Irish Kings (the Danans), Milesius gathered another army to take his revenge on the Irish. He died before he 
embarked on the trip. His remaining eight sons conquered Ireland.   
 
Heremon, eldest son of Milesius, reigned in Ireland for fourteen years, along with his brothers Heber, Ir, and Ithe. They 
named the land Scota or Scotia, their mother's name, the land of the Scots. This name would later be taken by the Irish 
King Colla in 357 when he was exiled to Scotland, leaving the name 'Ir-land', land of Ir, youngest of the four sons of 
Milesius, to the Emerald Isle. The four Irish kingdoms eventually broke into five separate nations under the High King, 
or Ard Righ. These royal lines would later produce such great Kings as the 4th century King Niall of the Nine Hostages 
who died in France while cutting off the retreat of the Romans from Britain, and King Brian Boru who died in the Battle 
of Clontarf in 1014, finally expelling the Vikings from Dublin and Ireland.   
The great Gaelic family Hanigan emerged in later years in county Tipperary. This surname originally in the Gaelic 0 
hEain were believed to be descended from King Conn of the Hundred Battles, and descended to a small Irish Clann in 
the Roscrea district on the border of Offaly and Tipperary. By 1172 the Clann was affected by the Anglo Norman 
invasion of Strongbow and some moved north to the county of Down. This name has been differently spelled in the 
various counties of Ireland, in counties Waterford and Tyrone it was spelled Hannigan and O'Hannigan, in county Mayo 
it was Henaghen, and in Tipperary and Offaly it was Heenan, an abbreviation of Henaghan. They continued their 
migration and arrived in the Galloway district of southwest Scotland. Notable amongst the family at this time was 
Heenans of Roscrea.   
 
A succession of invasions troubled the Irish people. Strongbow in 1172, Cromwell in the 17th century and then came 
the devastation of the great potato famine in 1845, all caused continued widespread misery and poverty, and the 
exodus from Ireland began, first a trickle, then a flood. Fifty years after the famine, the last straw, the population was 
reduced to less than half.   
 
Irish clansmen joined the armada of sailing ships, which sailed from Belfast, Dublin, Cork, Holyhead, Liverpool, and 
Glasgow, many bound for the New World, some to Australia.   
 
In North America some of the first migrants who could be considered kinsmen of the sept Hanigan of that same family 
were, Dennis, James, John, Martin, Mathias, Michael, Patrick and Robert Heenan, all arrived in Philadelphia, Pa. 
Between 1840 and 1860; Mrs. Ellen Henegan settled in San Francisco Cal. In 1850; Thomas and Timothy Henan 
arrived in Philadelphia in 1847 and 1867; Daniel, Dennis, James, and William Hanigan, all landed in Philadelphia, Pa. 
Between 1854 and 1875; Catherine Hannigan settled in New York State in 1846; Daniel, Dennis, James, John, Michael 
and Thomas Hannigan settled in Philadelphia between 1848 and 1878; Bridget and Mary Hannegan settled in Boston, 
Mass. in 1849; Dennis Hannegan settled in Boston in 1820; Charles, John, and Patrick Hannegan settled in 
Philadelphia between 1850 and 1868.  
 
In the New World the Irish played an important part in building the nation, the railroads, coal mines, bridges and canals. 
They moved westward with the wagon trains, and settled in the mid-west, some trekking as far as the West Coast.   
 
During the American War of Independence some were loyal to the cause, others were loyal to the Crown, and moved 
north into Canada, becoming known as the United Empire Loyalists and being granted lands on the banks of the St. 
Lawrence and the Niagara Peninsula. During the American Civil War many Irish formed the Irish Brigades in the great 
struggle, Union versus South.  
 
Meanwhile, the family name Hanigan produced many prominent people, Cardinal John Heenan, Archbishop of 
Westminster; Maurice Heenan, N.Z. Lawyer; James Edgar Hannigan, Director of Housing, Department of the 
Environment, East Sussex, England. 
 
The works of McLysanght, the Irish Herald of Dublin Castle, were most helpful and influential in isolating this history. 
The most ancient grant of a Coat of Arms found was: 
Gold with three silver birds on a black chevron. 
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THE HISTORY 

 

John Hangan was born in Kent, England in 1779 and at 23 years of age, on 15 September 

1802, he was tried at Middlesex Goal Delivery for stealing apparel in lodgings. Goaled at 

Newgate, he was transferred to the prison hulk “Captivity” at Portsmouth in October 1802 to 
await shipment to Australia. (P.R.O. Reel 2732, Home Office). 

 

He was described as “Stonemason, aged 23, born in Kent, Literate” 

 
COURT PROCEEDINGS 7TH SESSION COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX 

 

John Hangan was indicted for feloniously stealing, on 2 August, two waistcoats, value 18s, a 

pair of breeches, value 20s, and a pair of stockings, value 2s, the property of Benjamin 
Pritchard. 
 

FRANCES HUNT sworn I live at No. 47, Pennington Street, Radcliff - 
highway, my husband’s name is John Hunt. a cooper; the prisoner came and 
asked for a lodging, on the 29th July; I shewed [sic] him one, and asked him 
where I could get his character; he said, he had been but two days in 
London, and had slept at a public house; he stayed with us till [sic] the 2nd 
of August, when about 11 or 12 , he asked me for a pen and ink which I 
gave him; I was upstairs just before, and saw the young man’s clothes in the 
room, who lodged in the same room; Prichard came in after Hangan was 
gone, and said, he had lost his things; I am sure the prisoner was the only 
person to have been in the room; there were two waistcoats, a pair of 
breeches, one shirt, two handkerchiefs, and two pair of stockings; he went 
from his lodgings, and never returned; he was found at Hackney. 

 
BENJAMIN PRITCHARD sworn I am a journeyman-bricklayer, and lodged 
with Mrs. Hunt, the prisoner lodged with me in the same room; I went out 
and left my things in the room; I returned between eleven and twelve, or 
thereabouts, and found the things missing. We searched his lodgings at 
Ilford, and found an old handkerchief, which is mine, but nothing else. (The 
handkerchief was identified)  

 
 PRISONER’S DEFENCE I am innocent, the handkerchief is mine. 
 
       GUILTY, aged 23 

 

TRANSPORTED FOR 7 YEARS 
 

SECOND MIDDLESEX JURY BEFORE MR. COMMON SERJEANT 
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During this same time there was another man, whose fate was to cross over and create the 
substance of the facts for this history. 

 

A young man named John Heals, who was born in Ealing, Middlesex, circa 1781-82, was 

married to Jane, whose maiden name is unknown. The marriage took place some time 
before February 1802. John Heals was sentenced on 17 February 1802, at Middlesex Gaol 

Delivery, being seven moths before John Hangan. John Heals was tried for horse stealing. b) 

The Record states:  

 
199. MARK DENHAM and JOHN HEALS were indicted for feloniously 
stealing, on the 3rd of February, a bay mare, value 3s. the property of 
William Loosley.” (Details of the trial follow) The men were sentenced by 
Justice Sir Simon Le Blanc. - “Denham, GUILTY, Death, aged 20. Heals, 
GUILTY, Death, aged 20.” They were later reprieved and sentenced to 
transportation for life, gaoled at Newgate and transferred to the “Captivity” at 
Portsmouth on 16 October 1802.g) (Heals was consequently spelt Heels on 
Colonial records) 

 

 

 
 

John Heels, Mark Denham and John Hangan spent the next 6 months on the over-

crowded hulk, where deprivation, illness and poor nutrition would have left them in less than 

good health for their long voyage to Australia. They did not leave their native shore until 
April 1803.11)  

 

We can only imagine the distress of John Heel’s young wife Jane, when the sentence was 

handed down to her husband; Death. Then later, Transportation for Life never to return to 
England. Her decision was made to accompany him to the colony of Australia. Jane had no 

way of knowing what fate had planned for her in the months ahead. 
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HULKS AND TRANSPORTATION 

 

From early 1600 the transportation of criminals was to become an essential part of the 

English system. To start with, convicts with commuted death sentences were sold as slaves 

to work the plantations in the Caribbean and the new American colonies. In 1717 George 1 
passed a law making 7 years transportation for minor flogging offences official, and up until 

the American Revolution of 1775, 40,000 convicts were sent across the Atlantic. As a result 

of this policy very little needed to be spent in England on prisons as the 700 or so convicts 

sent overseas each year kept the criminal population in England very low. The revolution 
forced the English to look for other methods of dealing with their criminals without the cost 

of building new prisons. 

 

In 1776 they found a compromise. The Thames and the southern naval ports of England 
were dotted with hulks - old troop transports and men-o’-war, their masts and rigging gone, 

rotting at anchor, but still afloat and theoretically habitable. Convicts sentenced to 

transportation could be kept on them until the government decided where to send them. This 

was meant as a stop gap measure to last only until the American insurgents were crushed. 
This of course did not happen, and the criminal population was growing at the rate of 1000 a 

year, creating severe overcrowding with outbreaks of typhus and other infectious diseases. 

The prospect of mass infection terrified the free citizens. The authorities would now do 

anything to rid the country of this problem - clearly transportation must recommence - but to 
where?  

 

They looked to Australia, their new, vast, lonely possession, a useless continent at the rim of 

the world, from which it was assumed the convicts could never return. 
 

On 13 May 1787 the First Fleet set sail for New Holland and the transportation of convicted 

felons was under way and would continue until 18 September 1867 when the last ship sailed 

for Western Australia. In this period some 127,000 men and 25,000 women were to depart 
the shores of Great Britain and Ireland. 

 

Between 1788 and 1802, of the 9000 convicts to leave England 900 were to die on the 

voyage to their new home. The second fleet had a death rate of 22% in 1790. The 
“Hillsborough” in 1799 recorded 97 deaths out of a complement of 297 a death rate of 33%. 

 

The following extract from J.H. Tuckey’s diary of “A Voyage to Port Phillip” clearly details 
the government’s attitude to the method of transportation:- 

 
“Until this period, merchant ships had always been chartered to convey their 
victims of vice and folly to the place of their destination, independent of the 
expense of these vessels, which was a dead loss to Government, the 
abuses disgraceful to humanity, that too frequently took place on board of 
them, called aloud for correction. By employing the King’s ships on this 
service it must naturally be supposed, that the officers, having neither 
pecuniary nor commercial interest in the voyage, would conduct it upon 
principles very different from those of mercenary traders. 
 
At the same time they would be able to keep the convicts in a better state of 
discipline, and also be more careful of their health by that constant attention 
to cleanliness which characterises the British Navy. To these obvious 
advantages was the opportunity to obtain timber for naval use with little 
difficulty or expense.” 
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The ships of the navy best calculated for this purpose, were decidedly those built for the East 
India Company, and purchased into the King’s service during the war against France. 

Accordingly the “Glatton” sailed for Port Jackson in September 1802 with 500 convicts. 

The “Calcutta” another ship of the same class was commissioned to pursue the same route, 

however while fitting out, a material change was made to her destination”. As a result of 
French activity in the Southern Ocean, she was to sail to Port Phillip and establish a 

settlement to protect English interests. 

 

They were the tallest of all the tall ships to carry convicts to Australia. 
 

 “Calcutta” and “Ocean” at anchor in Port 
Phillip from painting by Dacre Smyth 

http://www.virtualsorrento.com.au/heritage/collins_settlement/

collins_1st_settlement.htm 
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TO AUSTRALIA 

 

In the meantime, the Ministry of Great Britain was busy making plans after receiving a 

report from Governor King from the colony of New South Wales, urging a new settlement in 

Bass Strait. Lord Hobart, the principal Secretary of State, appointed Lieutenant Colonel 
David Collins, who already had experience in the colony, to transport convicts on a mission 

to establish a penal colony at Port Phillip and at the same time, claim the land for England. It 

was feared the French, whose scientific ships “Naturaliste” and “Geographe” were sailing 

along the coast and spending 34 days off Bruny Island, might land and establish a settlement 
in the name of France.  

 

John Hangan was transferred to H.M.S. “Calcutta” and together with the “Ocean” left 

Spithead on 24 April 1803 for the voyage to Australia. 
 

The “Calcutta” was rigged as a 56 gun frigate (however it was only armed with 18 guns on 

her upper deck) under the command of Captain Dan Woodriff and his officers, with 50 

marines. She carried a human cargo of 308 male convicts, 18 convict’s wives and their 12 
children, 12 civil staff and their 4 wives and 1 child. During the voyage 7 convicts and 1 

convict’s wife died. One child was born and 2 died. (a death rate of 2.3%, which seems to 

justify the use of the King’s Navy. Of the 10 deaths in total, 5 were to take place in the first 3 

weeks of embarking. This could indicate that they had been embarked in poor health.). 
Mark Denham, who was tried at Middlesex for horse stealing with John Heels, was one of 

those who lost his life.2) 

 

The “Ocean”, under the command of Captain John Mertho, was a chartered transport ship of 
500 tons and apart from the crew carried 20 free settlers, 27 settler’s wives and children, and 

a missionary and his wife.  

 

Also accompanying the expedition were civil officers. These being a Surgeon, William 
J'anson, Assistant Surgeons, Mathew Bowden and William Hopley, a Deputy Commissioner, 

Leonard Fosbrook, a Deputy Surveyor, George Prid Robert Harris, a Mineralogist, Adalarius 

W H Humphrey and Assistant Chaplain, Rev. Robert Knopwood. The Superintendants' of 

convicts were, Thomas Clark and William Patterson. Overseers were John Ingle and William 
Parish, and Marine Officers, First-Lieutenant William Sladden, Second-Lieutenant J M 

Johnson and Third-Lieutenant Edward Lord. 

 
The voyage took 168 days, of which 109 days were at sea, and went via Teneriffe, Rio de 

Janeiro, and the Cape of Good Hope. The little fleet left Rio de Janeiro on the 19 July 1803, 

however on 31 July the two ships were separated during a storm, which must have been of 

some concern as the “Ocean” carried all the supplies necessary to establish the new colony. 
 

The “Ocean” was to continue direct to Port Phillip while the “Calcutta” stopped off in the 

Cape for 12 days and took on fresh supplies. When the “Calcutta” entered Port Phillip on 9 

October 1803. Much to everyone’s delight they found the “Ocean” already at anchor, 
having arrived on 7 October. James Tuckey, first lieutenant on the “Calcutta” was to write 

in his diary: “an expanse of water bounded in many places only by the horizon, and 

unruffled as the bosom of unpolluted innocence, presented itself to the charmed eye, which 

roamed over it in silent admiration. The nearer shores, along which the ship glided at the 
distance of a mile, afforded the most exquisite scenery. In short every circumstance 

combined to impress our minds with the highest satisfaction for our safe arrival.” 
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The commander of this little fleet was Colonel Collins and he had been empowered to start a 
new settlement to deter the French who were known to be present in Australian waters at that 

stage. 

  

PORT PHILLIP 

 

First noted by Captain Cook on 19 April 1770, but it wasn’t until 1802 under instructions 

from Governor King in Sydney, that Lt. John Murray in the armed surveying vessel “Lady 

Nelson” sailed from Sydney to examine the bay. Due to changing weather the “Lady 
Nelson” took shelter at Phillip Island and on 21 January 1802 the ship’s launch entered the 

bay. It wasn’t until 3 weeks later that the “Lady Nelson” entered the bay on 14 February 

which Murray named Port King (Later changed by Governor King to honour Governor 

Phillip - the name is Port Phillip not Port Phillip Bay as it is commonly referred to today.) 
Murray spent 25 days naming various points, leaving on 8 March to return to Sydney. 

  

On the 27 April in the same year, Matthew Flinders on the “Investigator” entered the port 

and named Indented Head and climbed Station Peak, leaving for Sydney on 3 May. 
The NSW Surveyor-General, Mr. Charles Grimes and Lt. Robbins made a complete survey 

in January 1803. 

 

This was the activity prior to the arrival of our little fleet in October 1803. 
 

THE SETTLEMENT 

 

The commander, Colonel Collins, searched the coastline of “this noble sheet of water” and 
finally decided that the camp would be at Sullivans Bay (Sullivans Cove now Sorrento). The 

bay was named after John Sullivan, the Undersecretary of State for War and the Colonies.5) 

After being forced to stay on board for a week the convicts on 16 October, and the free 

settlers the following day landed and a settlement was established. The settlement consisted 
of tents in orderly rows, and barrels sunk in the sand above high water supplied the water for 

all. There was no fresh meat and the settlers had trouble catching fish due to the poor quality 

of their nets, although lobsters were plentiful, “500lbs caught in one night.”  

 
The settlers bought with them 2 bulls, 1 cow, 2 heifers, 12 sheep, and pigs, goats and 

poultry. Strict orders were issued that no livestock was to be slaughtered without the 

governor’s consent. 
 

The clothing allowance for the convicts consisted of 1 jacket, 1 waistcoat, 1 pair of duck 

trousers, 1 pair breeches, 2 check shirts, 1 pair of shoes and 1 hat which had to last for 6 

months. 
 

Attempts to grow crops of any description were mainly unsuccessful with lack of water and 

poor soil. Free settlers were given 5 acres of land and married convicts were given 2 acres, a 

privilege that was later withdrawn because of abuse. 
 

All in all it was becoming clear to Collins that the chances of establishing a permanent 

settlement in Port Phillip was very slim so he decided to contact Governor King in Sydney 

for permission to transfer the settlement. In order to do this one of the free settlers 
volunteered to take a 6 oared cutter maned with volunteer convicts and head for Sydney. 

They left Sullivans Bay on 6 November 1803 and took 3 days to clear the rip.  
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Ten days later on 16 November the “Ocean” having completed her charter to deliver stores 
to Port Phillip, set sail for China however she caught up with the cutter 60 miles south of 

Port Jackson and took the seven brave souls on board and completed the mission. Governor 

King immediately arranged with Captain Mertho to charter the “Ocean” for another four 

months. The “Ocean” and “Lady Nelson” returned to Port Phillip on 12 December with 
authorisation to move the settlement to Van Diemen’s Land. On 18 December the 

“Calcutta” left for Sydney and has no further part in our story.  

 

The “Calcutta” returned to England and in 1805 while on convoy duty to St. Helens was 
captured by the French with Captain Woodriff being exchanged for ransom and the First 

Mate, Lt. Tuckey, imprisoned for 9 years. 

  

The move could not come soon enough for the settlers as the marines were on the brink of 
mutiny and convicts in groups of 3 or 4 were disappearing into the sand hills never to be 

heard of again. On 27 December 1803 a group of four set off “to walk to China”, Buckley, 

Pye, Marmon, and Gibson. 

 
 No trace was found of Marmon and Gibson however Pye returned on 24 January and 

Buckley was found living with the aboriginals at Indented Head 32 years later. During the 

stay at Sullivan’s Bay 27 convicts were to abscond, of which 20 were to return to camp. 

 
on 9 and 12 of November 1803 group of 8 men who escaped, John Hangan was among 

them. However after extreme hardships they returned to the camp, one group of 5 on 16 

November and two days later the remaining 3, including John Hangan. In The General 

Orders for 21 November Collins was to write: 
  

 “He hopes that the punishment inflicted on Thursday last [17 November] on the five 
delinquents who had absconded will have its weight with all those who witnessed 
it. (100 lashes each) If any should still intend to quit the settlement in the same 
manner, he will call to their observation the wretched appearance of Hangan and 
his 2 associates, who returned to their duty on Friday night, [18 November] by 
whose account they will find that when engaged in a perilous undertaking of that 
nature they cannot trust even one another, these people all declaring, that while 
they were sent to procure water for the whole party those who remained took that 
opportunity of absconding with the provisions which they had left in their care, 
perfectly indifferent as to what might prove their fate.”  

 
Records reveal that during the stay in Sullivans Bay 25 convicts were to die and one death in 

particular was to have a significant impact for John Hangan. On 3 January 1804 John Heels 

died. John Heels was sentenced to death for horse stealing but his sentence was commuted to 

transportation for life and on 16 October 1802 he joined John Hangan on the hulk 
“Captivity” and together with his wife Jane Heels was to sail for Australia on the 

“Calcutta”.  

 

There are 4 unmarked graves at the landing site at Sullivans Bay - is it possible that one 
belongs to John Heels? During the stay in Port Phillip, 20 convicts were buried, and 6 others 

who escaped were assumed to have died. However William Buckley who escaped on 

Christmas Day 1803, was to survive for 32 years before giving himself up in 1835. He was 

ultimately run over by a cart in Hobart in 1856. 
 

On 13 December 1803, the “Ocean” returned to Port Phillip n1) and brought news of a new 

settlement at Risden Cove, Van Diemen’s Land. In September 1803, Governor King sent 



 Hanigan book p ics grp 1 ain troduction 01 to 29 March 2012 dates       Page 18                                            Copy as at Mar 2012 

“Lieutenant John Bowen, a young soldier of 18 years of age, in command of a small party of 
the worst kind of convicts and hopelessly lazy soldiers” to settle Van Diemen’s Land, at 

Risdon Cove. 

 

John Bowen had difficulty controlling the convicts and the soldiers sent to guard them, who 
were conspiring together to steal the supplies. Things did not improve when further soldiers 

arrived. He then decided to board a vessel enroute to Sydney and take with him the main 

ringleader, “to see justice done”. Governor King reprimanded him for leaving his post.4)  

 
Lieut. Colonel David Collins was not happy with the settlement at Port Phillip and he 

considered the site unsuitable as he had not found a sufficient fresh water supply. Some felt 

he had not searched far enough to find water further inland along the river, but his mind was 

made up. In December he decided to abort the attempt of settlement at Port Phillip and move 
his charges to the Derwent to establish a new Penal Colony in Van Diemen's Land.2) 

 

On 14 December a second ship arrived at Port Phillip, with a letter from King giving David 

Collins permission to transfer the settlement to Risden Cove. Lieutenant Collins wasted no 
time in loading the supplies from the 380ft jetty which had been built by the convicts for the 

reloading of stores in readiness for relocation to the Derwent.  

 

Thus preparations to move got under way.  
 

However it was not until 27 January that the “Lady Nelson” (sent from Sydney to assist) and 

the “Ocean” set sail for Van Diemen’s Land arriving at Risdon Town on the east bank of the 

Derwent in February 1804.   
 

The “Ocean” returned to Port Phillip on 16 April to collect the remaining stores and 

personnel and finally anchored in the Derwent on 25 June 1804 after surviving extremely 

violent weather and taking 36 days for the voyage. This completed the wholesale evacuation 
of the first Victorian settlement. No regard was paid to Governor King’s request that a small 

establishment is left at Port Phillip, “perhaps a trusty sergeant and a superintendent might be 

sufficient”. 
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VAN DIEMEN’S LAND 
 

On 24 November 1642, Abel Jansz Tasman on the ship “Heemskerck” accompanied by the 

“Zeehaen” sighted land that according to his charts was not known to any European nation. 

He named the land Van Diemen’s Land in honour of the governor-general of the East India 
Company. 

 

Able Tasman had found no trading opportunities or anything to induce him to believe there 

was money to be made at Van Diemen’s Land for his masters; he commemorated their 
names and also that of Van Diemen’s wife when he named Maria Island after that lady and 

sailed on. 

 

The French were the next to visit the shores in March 1772 when Marion du Fresne in the 
“Mascarin” and “Castries” stayed five days at North Bay before sailing on to New Zealand 

where Marion and some of his crew were eaten by the Maoris.  

 

The English were next in 1773, when Furneaux spent 5 days on the east coast gathering 
water and wood. During his third voyage of discovery in 1777, Cook anchored in Adventure 

Bay to replenish stores for the “Resolution” and “Discovery”. Cox, in 1789, and Bligh in 

1788 and 1792, were also to visit the shores of Van Diemen’s Land. 

 
The French continued to chart and explore Van Diemen’s Land with visits by La Perouse, in 

1787, who expressed his lack of interest, and D’Entrecasteaux in 1792 and 1793 spent a lot 

of time exploring and charting.  

 
On 13 January 1802, Nicolas Baudin (France) spent 34 days off Bruny Island with his two 

ships “Naturaliste” and “Geographe”. They were to arrive in Port Jackson for provisions, 

and after a six month stay the “Naturaliste” was to return to France with the sick and the 

“Geographe” was to complete her voyage of discovery alone. Only hours after leaving Port 
Jackson it was reported to Governor King that the French intended to fix on a place in Van 

Diemen’s land for a settlement. King was sure that the French did not have enough men or 

stores to establish a settlement, however he immediately prepared the “Cumberland” for sea 

and instructed the commander, Lt. Robbins, to proceed without loss of time to Storm Bay 
Passage. He was to hoist the English flag whenever on shore, placing a guard at each place, 

who were to turn up the ground and plant seeds.  

 
Adverse winds were to hamper Robbins and 12 days after leaving port he was to meet up 

with the French on King Island and delivered King’s letter advising the French that he 

intended to oppose, by every means in my power, any attempt by them to invade English 

territory. The French however set up an observatory on land and pitched their tents on the 
beach, which seems to have confirmed Robbins suspicions.  

 

This called for decisive action; so on 14 December 1802 he made a formal landing in full 

view of the Frenchmen. He marched his small party to the rear of the French tents, hoisted 
His Majesty’s colours on a large tree, posted at the foot of the tree his guard of three marines 

with loaded muskets, fired three volleys, gave three cheers and took formal possession of the 

island in the name of King George.  

 
King in the meantime had advised his masters in England of the situation, the immediate 

result being the redirecting of the “Calcutta” from her original destination, Sydney, to Port 
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Phillip, and the decision to send Lt. Bowen to establish a permanent settlement on the 
Derwent. 

 

RISDON COVE 

 
On 28 August, 1803, the “Lady Nelson” with an expedition of 49 people under the 

command of Lieutenant Bowen set sail from Sydney to settle Van Diemen’s Land. Bowen 

choose Risdon Cove as the site for his settlement and successfully established a foothold. 

However on 14 February 1804, Collins was to arrive from Port Phillip and immediately 
decided that Risdon Cove was not suitable, (due to the water source having dried up and the 

general unsuitability of the site) and he decided to settle on the opposite side of the river at a 

place he named Sullivan’s Cove. The group at Risdon Cove was left in place until Bowen 

returned from Sydney where he had gone to report to Governor King. Apart from 13 
convicts the whole civil and military establishment of the Risdon Cove party were all sent 

back to Sydney on the 9th August 1804 being considered by Collins as unsuitable settlers for 

the new colony. 

 

HOBART TOWN 

 

On Monday 20 February 1804 the first tents were pitched on the new site and around 6.00pm 

all the military landed with as many convicts as could be sent ashore. This was the beginning 
of the modern day Hobart. 

 

The first task at Sullivan’s Cove was to set up the tents, which would be used until the 

convicts could build huts. The settlers were allocated their land north of the settlement, at 
what is now New Town. The first 120 convicts who had arrived on the “Ocean” were 

divided into groups and put to work from 5am to 6pm 7 days a week. Once the huts and 

gardens were laid out they were permitted to work for wages in their spare time earning 2/6 - 

3/6 for a 10 hour day. 
 

With the arrival in July 1804 of the remaining personnel the colony consisted of 358 men, 39 

women and children, 20 cattle, 60 sheep, some pigs, goats and fowls. 

 
Life by the Derwent was tough for convicts and free settlers alike and “with no ships visiting 

the settlement the hardships were of no ordinary kind. The governor himself, the officers, 

and the entire settlement for eighteen months were without bread, vegetables, tea, sugar, 
wine, spirits, beer, or any substitute, except the precarious supply of wild game of the 

country.” 

 

By the winter of 1805 the convicts were down to a ration of 2 pounds 10 ounces of salt pork 
and 4 pounds of bread per week a ration that in normal times would scarcely last 2 days. By 

1806 the colony was starving to death and food expected from Sydney did not arrive due to 

floods on the Hawkesbury in March 1806 which virtually wiped out Sydney’s supply. 

 
During this period kangaroo meat was the staff of life with a ration of 8 pounds per week 

being issued free to the convicts. The settlement consumed 15,000 pounds in the first 6 

months, which amounts to around 1000 kangaroos. 

 
Colonel George Arthur became the Governor of Van Diemen’s Land in 1824 and was 

recalled in 1836.11) At that time “there were 5,938 convicts and ex convicts in the settlement 
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and by 1830, the number would increase to 10,000” and “he was in constant personal touch 
with the assignment system”. During his 12 year term, “the number of free settlers also 

increased by four and a half times”.4)  

 

In 1825 Van Diemen’s Land became independent of New South Wales.  
 

Almost out of control, bushranging and robbery was a big problem. “The roads were infested 

and communication was dangerous: travellers halted and tied to trees, sometimes treated 

with cruelty” - of bushranging around 1826, “Among those whose crimes received the most 
notoriety were Brady, McCabe, Jeffries and Dunne”. “Exasperated by these crimes, the 

whole country rose against them: they were sort in every quarter” and “Governor Arthur 

exerted all the Government powers against them”.11) 

 
George Arthur responded by offering rewards to all who gave information or captured the 

offenders. This resulted in apprehensions and increased executions and “In 1827 the 

enlargement of the penitentiary” was undertaken.11) *Between May 1823 and December 

1828, nearly 200 prisoners were executed by hanging, usually en masse.*David Noakes research. 
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TASMANIA 1820 - 1840 
 

The colony was limping towards the end of Sorell’s administration which saw a steady 

increase in the number of free settlers and a fairly easy going attitude to convicts who were 

assigned to the free settlers as labourers, receiving payment for their work, including 
overtime payments. There was no supreme court in Tasmania, which required prisoners to be 

sent to Sydney for any serious crime; the result being that the time and expense was not 

worth the effort, except in extreme cases. Local punishment was minimal and crime became 

a constant source of grievance for the settlers, along with bushrangers, and attacks from the 
natives. Morale in the colony was low, not helped by the Lt. Governor’s open affair with the 

wife of magistrate, Anthony Kemp. This situation was to force Lord Bathurst to recall Sorell 

and appoint a replacement. In June 1824 Sorell left for England and the colonists of Van 

Diemen’s Land were left to wonder what his replacement might do; Lt. Colonel George 
Arthur did not keep them long in suspense. 

 

As a result of his belief that convicts were treated too leniently he set out to restore 

discipline. The harshness of Port Arthur for second time offenders, and the 200 offenders 
(including Edward Hangan) hung between 1824 and 1828 are proof of his intent. In fairness 

as long as the convicts behaved themselves and worked hard Arthur ensured they were 

looked after and were not being abused by the settlers. He was severe, fair, but absolutely 

ruthless, ruling in a strict military fashion. 
 

Under his administration (1824-1836) Tasmania prospered, the population grew from 12,000 

in 1824 to 43,000 in 1836, made up of 24,000 free and 19,000 convicts, the total female 

population at that time was 12,000. Arthur re-organised the convict system, destroyed the 
gangs of bushrangers and put an end to conflicts with the natives. Many saw his 

administration as cruel and despotic and his rounding up of the natives was to result in the 

extinction of the race in Tasmania. 

 
When Governor Franklin replaced Arthur, in 1837, the colony was in good shape, however 

two decisions from England were to result in short term disaster, the abolition of the 

assignment system in 1839, and the abolition of transportation to NSW. The impact of the 

Great Crisis of 1841-1844 was also to contribute to the problems. In January 1839 Governor 
Franklin announced that the assignment of convicts as servants/labourers to settlers would 

end in July. This resulted in settlers having to pay wages for their labourers, who in turn 

reduced their profits and restricted their ability to employ workers this left many previously 
assigned persons out of work. This was to be compounded by the huge increase in convicts 

coming into the colony. In October 1840 news reached Hobart that the British Government 

had abolished transportation of convicts to NSW. This was to result in 3000 to 4000 

additional arrivals in Tasmania each year. By 1842 the impact of these factors was to leave 
Tasmania with 15,000 out of work “free” convicts and 8500 probationary convicts in 

Government work gangs.  

 

Not exactly the ideal situation to raise a family, or to find work. 
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TASMANIA TO VICTORIA 
 

In 1835 John Batman from Launceston, himself a “currency lad”, with a party of officials 

and settlers sailed to Port Phillip where they established a settlement and named it 

Melbourne. John Pascoe Fawkner and others from Van Diemen’s Land, soon followed. 
John Fawkner Senior, was one of them. Victoria was then part of New South Wales and it 

was in Melbourne that we find the next marriage of the Hangans. Henry Hangan 

married Ann Nichols in Melbourne in 1844. (FG4) 

 
Port Phillip, governed by Charles La Trobe from 1839, became the ‘Colony of Victoria’ in 

1851. 

 

In 1855, Van Diemen’s Land was re-named Tasmania. The “Australasian League”, with 
representatives from all colonies of Australia was formed during the 1840’s. Delegates, 

reports and submissions were sent to the British Parliament in favour of total abolition of 

transportation. Van Diemen’s Land was still receiving prisoners well after transportation to 

New South Wales had ceased in 1840. The groundswell of resistance throughout the entire 
land was loud and strong. In 1853, gold was discovered in Victoria and New South Wales 

and transportation ceased to Eastern Australia. 
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JOHN HANGAN 

  

Research gives us a good background to what it must have been like in those early days and 

the hardships they had to endure and at the same time raise a family. Current knowledge 
supports the belief that John and Jane were responsible for every Hangan descendant in 

Australia today! 

 

Apart from his conviction and transportation to Australia we know the following about John 
Hangan:- 

 

HANGAN’S FARM - HANGAN’S POINT 

The Hangan’s originally owned the land where the Botanical Gardens and Government 
House now stand on Pavilion Point, Hobart. The history is as follows:- 

 

A return of agriculture on 14 July 1807 (HRA Series III Vol. 1) lists Jane Hangan as the 

female proprietor of 50 acres, growing wheat, barley and potatoes. In 1813 a certificate 
confirms that the land was allocated to the Hangans in 1805 and that a Land Grant was never 

approved. Although Lt. Collins “gave” the land to the Hangans he still had to receive final 

approval from “head office” (Sydney). 

 
The following information from Historical Records of Australia Series III, Volumes 2 and 4 

clearly fills in all the details. 

 

Certificate of Title. 

 
“These are to certify that the late Colonel Collins, when Lieut. Governor of 
the Settlement, gave to John Hangan for himself and wife, 50 acres of land 
and had the same measured to him and gave him possession nearly eight 
years ago; which farm he has held and cultivated nearly nine acres at a 
great expense; that Governor Collins applied to Head Office for a Grant for 
the same in his wife’s Jane Hangan’s name, and would have repeated the 
application had not his death prevented it.” 
 
Given under my hand at Hobart Town Van Dieman’s Land this 21st Day of 
January 1813.       

Samual Warriner, Government Clerk. 
 

Sale of Farm to Hopley 
 

“These are to certify that I did on the Third day of February, 1811, Sell, Make 
over, and put Mr. William Hopley, in possession of Rock Farm, measuring 
Fifty Acres (eight of which are now in cultivation), Granted me by the late 
Lieut. Governor Collins, for the consideration of One Hundred and Twenty 
Four Pounds Sterling, and that I did transfer the same with permission of 
Captain Murray, Commander of this Settlement to the above William Hopley” 
John Hangan. 

 Witness: Nathl. Ayers. 

 

Hopley was to own the land until 22 January 1813, when he transferred his ownership to the 
wheat and wool merchant, Rowland Walpole Loane. The land was then leased back to 

Hopley for two years as it appears that Loane was out of the country in India for a period of 

time. Upon his return he placed the following advertisement in the Hobart Town Gazette on 

18 July 1818. 
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Van Diemans Land 
Unto JOHN HANGAN His Heirs and apigns to have and to Hold for Ever, 
Fifty Acres of land lying on situate in the District of Drummond, Van 
Diemans Land Bound on the North West side by Clarke’s Farm; on the South 
West Side by a line bearing south thirty five Degrees East fourteen chains; 
on the South East side by a line bearing North fifty five degrees East to the Creek; - 
and on the North East side by the creek: Conditioned not to Sell or alienate the …….. 
for the space of five years from the date hereof, and to Cultivate Fifteen Acres within 
the said period,  and reserving to Government the right of making a Public Road 
through the same and also reserving for the use of the crown such timber as may be 
deemed fir for naval Purposes. Quit rent One Shilling –  

In testimony this 25th Day of July 1821 
Signed “L Macquarie” LS 
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Notice is hereby given that Mr. Loane is determined to prosecute any person 
or persons he finds trespassing on Rock Farm (commonly called Hangan’s 
Farm) after this public declaration; and the most coercive measures will be 
adopted to punish those who may be hereafter detected in breaking out or 
taking away sandstone from the quarry, which has been opened without Mr. 
Loane’s authority during his absence from this country” 

 
This resulted in a very quick response from the government, as it was in fact the government 

stone masons that were using the quarry for stone required for the public buildings being 

built in Hobart Town. 

Letter to Loane 
 

 Secretary’s Office, 20th July 1818. 
Sir, 
 An advertisement having appeared in the Gazette, warning in your name all 
persons from a piece of ground, commonly called Hangan’s Point, in the 
crown Lands between Macquarie Point and New Town; I am directed by the 
Lieut. Governor to request you will state for his information on what grant or 
authority the right of ownership which is implied by your advertisement is 
founded. 
       I am, etc. 
       H.E. Robertson, Secy. 

 
 Loane then obviously replied with copies of the certificate of title and certificate of 

sale to which Governor Sorell made the following response:- 

 

Sorell to Loane. 

 
 Government House, Hobart Town, 20th July 1818 

Sir, 
 I have this moment received from Mr. Robertson your letter to him today, in 
reply to one which he had addressed to you by my desire, respecting a 
location on Hangan’s Point. 
 
No Grant, or confirmation of the location originally made to Hangan, had I 
was aware, been given by the Governor in Chief, and his Excellency 
signified to me in July last his intention of reserving the Lands along the river 
from Macquarie Point to New Town for Government; The Deputy Surveyor 
also distinctly informed me that His Excellency did not intend to give any 
Grant upon the locations of Land made originally to Hangan and another 
person on that spot in question, but to assign indemnities in land elsewhere 
in those cases; which arrangement I understand has already been put into 
effect with respect to the other occupier. 
 
The Official Chart of the District, approved and signed by The Governor in 
Chief, in consequence of these decisions of His Excellency, contains no 
trace of any location on Hangan’s Point, the whole of which is considered 
unalienated Crown Land, that has never passed away by grant, or confirmed 
title from any competent authority. 
 
The rightful Claimant under the original location to Hangan will of course be 
entitled to indemnity in the same manner as was awarded the Governor in 
Chief in the other instance, and I shall state this subject for the consideration 
of His Excellency by the first opportunity. 
       I am, etc., 
        Wm. Sorell 
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Macquarie to Sorell. 

 

On 10 August 1818 Sorell wrote to Governor Macquarie in Sydney advising him of Loane’s 

advertisement and claim on the land. Macquarie’s response on 24 September 1818 makes 

the issue clear:- 
 
“The claim made by Mr. Loane for a allotment of 50 acres of land on 
Hangan’s Point, between Macquarie Point and New Town, must not on any 
account be admitted, as he does not appear to possess any just or legal title 
thereto, and as it was always my intention to reserve the whole of that 
ground for the exclusive use of Government. If however, it should appear 
here-after, on further inquiry, that Mr. Loane has become the purchaser of 
the Allotment in question, in a regular way in succession to Hangan to whom 
it was originally located, but not leased by any authority, an indemnity in land 
must be made elsewhere to Mr. Loane, or to whatever other person may 
have purchased this piece of land from Hangan.” 

 

Not satisfied with this answer, Loane was to write a long and rambling letter to Macquarie 
on 13 December 1818 which raises the land issue along with other matters that Loane 

considered unfair - he was to get no sympathy from Macquarie. The facts of the matter are 

that Loane was publicly disliked in the colony, and years later Governor Arthur was to 

comment that Loane “was but little respected by the better part of the community”  
(L. Robson, History of Tasmania Vol.1 Page 259). 

 

Sorell to Loane. 

 
Sorell was to write to Loane on 12 October 1819:- 

 
“The Lt.Governor now again acquaints Mr. Loane that neither Grant, Lease, 
or any legal title to the location in question having ever been given, it is 
unalienated Crown Land;  
 
But as it was originally occupied by Hangan under the authority of Lt. 
Governor Collins and subsequently transferred, it rests with Mr. Loane, in 
whom that claim as successor to Mr. Hopely is vested, to apply for a 
compensation in Land, which, to an equitable extent, the Lt. Governor is 
ready at any time to lay before the supreme authority.” 

 

This put an end to any claims and in 1826 Arthur decided to build the existing Government 

House on the site, using stone from the quarry that caused Loane so much trouble. The 

quarry is literally across the road from Government House, and is plainly visible today 
although much filling is being done to restore the landscape. From 1828 onwards the rest of 

the land was used to establish the present day Botanical Gardens. In 1843 the area was still 

commonly known as Hangan’s Farm. 

 
You would think that this would be the end of the saga in respect to Hangan’s Farm, 

however, 20 years later there was to be one more chapter which involved John’s wife Jane. 

By 8 July 1839 the widow Jane Hangan was to have remarried a publican, Peter Copeland, 

who sent the following letter to the Surveyor General. 
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Copeland to Surveyor General. 
 
“Sir,                  8th July 1839 
 I beg leave to inform you that I am the husband of the widow of the late John 
Hangan and request you will inform me where the Land is situated given in 
lieu of the two fifty acre lots which now forms part of Government Gardens 
near the Magazine, Hobart Town originally granted one lot of 50 acres to 
John Hangan and the other lot of 50 acres to Jane Hangan.  
   I have the honour to be Sir your very obedient servant. 
      Peter Copeland. 
Moodies Row 
Near Barrack Street, Hobart Town 

  

 

 
What can be made of this? We know from the above that John sold 50 acres to Hopley and 

there is no reference to the Hangans having another location at that time. As John was still 

“doing his time” when the original location was made in 1805 it is unlikely that Collins 

would give John a grant in his name.
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John Hangan was granted 50 acres on the 21 of July 1821, at Tea Tree Brush in the district 
of Drummond. (near Brighton, Historial Records of Australia, HRA Series III Vol. 2, 4, 

Land Grants MM49/2). I have no information as to what became of this land, although it is 

interesting to note that this particular block was adjacent to 100 acres granted to Peter 

Copeland who was to marry John Hangan’s widow Jane in 1829. 
 

From 1813 to 1816 John Hangan was employed as a manager on a property called 

“Geilston”, owned by Major Geils who was interim officer in charge following Collin’s 

death in 1810. There was some attempt by Governor Macquarie to have John and his family 
come to Sydney to give evidence in a trail against William Broughton (Broughton was in 

charge of the commissariat store), however it appears they stayed in Van Diemen’s Land. At 

that time John Hangan’s occupation was a stonemason. 

 
John Hangan’s wife, Jane is listed in 1820/21 on the education roles as a ‘sole parent’, 

however John was still alive at that stage as he is listed on the 1822 muster lists as having 4 

 
The Hangan land at Tea Tree Bush near Brighton. Note that the land adjoins property owned by Peter 

Copeland who was to be Jane’s third husband. 

A 
B 
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Photo A: of Peter Copeland’s Block 
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male children. Likewise, in the Hobart musters of 1811, 1818 and 1819, John Hangan’s 

name was recorded. Although, John's name was not included on the 1823 muster. Did John 

become deceased after 1819 and prior to 1823? [A muster was the only way in which the 

statistics of the colony were collected and recorded]  

  
There is no record of his death however we can assume it was prior to 1829 as Jane married 

Peter Copeland on 3 August 1829 and at that time Jane was described as a “widow”.  

 

A death certificate for John HANAGHAN, died 7 February 1826 aged 45 may well be John 
Hangan although there is some confusion about his age and no appearance on the 1823 

muster lists.  

 

There is conflicting information as to John Hangan’s age. In Marjorie Tippings Book 
“Convicts Unbound” she indicates his age as 23 quoting MIDDLESEX G.D. as the source. 

“The Whole Proceedings –County of Middlesex – Wed 15 September and Following Days” 

printed 1802 case number 671 page 438 quotes his age as 28. These two ages would make 

John Hangan as being born in either 1774 or 1779. Thus John Hanaghan at age 45 would 
have been born 1781. Until conclusive evidence can be found the date of the birth has been 

taken as 1779. 

 

A Peter Hannagan born in June 1827 to Mother Jane - Father unknown would suggest that 
Jane was involved with Peter Copeland in late 1826. (In 1838 the death is recorded of an 

eleven year old boy - Peter Copeland - mother Jane, father Peter - there is no record of a 

birth in this name suggesting that Peter Hannagan and Peter Copeland are the same 

person?) Apart from Peter, Jane and her third husband were to have 2 other children, Mary 
Jane Copeland and Sarah Copeland.  

 

Although, in the Education Return of 1820-1821, Jane Hangan appeared as a sole parent, 

but calling herself Ann Hangan. She stated that she had a son aged 5. This son would have 
been George who was born on 30 September 1816 and the details must have been given by 

Jane (Ann) in 1821. According to the record, she states that she also has a “daughter, 13 who 

could read and would attend public school”.1) There is no previous record of a daughter born 

to John Hangan and Jane, which would have been in 1808/9. Jane and Peter Copeland’s 
daughter, Mary Jane, was not born until 1829. The record also does not mention John, 

Charles, James or Henry who were then aged 16, 12, 9 and 7 years and were of school age. It 

is possible that John and Jane separated some time after the death of their baby son John, 
who was born in 1819. Researchers of the early records have found a great number of errors 

in the Returns and this could be the case with Jane’s details. 

 

Records of Birth Death and Marriage were recorded by the Church, and information was 
supplied was not confirmed with previously supplied details. Thus it would have be very 

easy to change the name of child.  

 

Research has not found any other record of a person called Ann Hangan. In Muster lists, 
Births, Deaths or such like lists. 
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HANGAN’S FARM—ROYAL TASMANIAN BOTANICAL GARDENS 
 

The following words are written on two plaques in the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens, 

Hobart, the first at the entrance to the gardens, and the second under the last remaining 

Tasmanian Blue Gum  (copied from photographs taken by Glenda Sharpe during a visit to 
Tasmania in February 2001). During a visit in May 2007 by Noel Hanigan no sighting of the 

plague was made, although people knew it existed but it could not be found.  

 

A short history of the 

Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens 

 

Planted in the past.............. 
In 1806 Governor Collins granted a parcel of land to John Hangan, who used the site, 
known as Hangan’s Farm, to grow vegetables for the wealthier citizens of Hobart Town. In 

1813 a Mr R W Loane purchased Hangan’s Farm, but Governor Sorell resumed the land in 

1818 for the development of a Government Garden making it Australia's second oldest after 

Sydney’s Gardens. In the early years the Garden was used as trial ground for agricultural and 
economic crops important to a young colony. 

 

After visiting the Gardens in 1827, Governor Arthur wrote to the Colonial Secretary: 

 
 “It is my wish that a Botanical Garden be proceeded with in the 

Domain and I had hoped it might have commenced this season 

nothing having been done in collecting plants, shrubs, etc. with which 

the colony abounds.” 
 

Since then it has become Australia's best cool climate botanic garden - a wonderful attraction 

noted for its extensive conifer collection, beautiful landscape, colourful annuals, and 

increasingly important native plant display and conservation program. 
 

What you see now took time to develop, with contributions from many people over the 

years. Past accomplishments endure to provide enjoyment now, and offer a lasting botanical, 

educational and recreational legacy for the future. 
 

Beginning here, you can explore the Garden's colourful history. A phamplet to guide you on 

this journey of historical discovery (with a map showing the location of information signs) is 
available here, at the bottom gate, and at the Information Centre. Have an enjoyable visit. 

 

The Main Gates 

The stately cast iron gates adorning the main entrance were imported directly from the 
United Kingdom in 1878 by the Royal Society of Tasmania. The Tasmanian Coat of Arms is 

set at the apex of the gates. At the time the gates were installed, the impressive conifers now 

towering above you were mere saplings. This photograph also shows the Gatekeeper's 

Cottage (built 1845) before any modification, and in the distance on the river's edge, the 
Governor's jetty and bath house. 
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Notable Dates 
5000BC-1804 Aboriginal usage of Pavilion Point by the Mouheneenner people. 

1804AD  Hobart Town settled 

1806 50 acres of land granted to John Hangan 

1813 Hangan’s Farm sold to Mr R W Loane 
1818 Governor Sorell claims the site for the Government Garden 

 Establishment of Garden 

1828 First Superintendant, William Davidson, appointed 

1829 Superintendent’s cottage built. Arthur Wall constructed 
1844 Gardens handed over to the Royal Society 

1845 Eardley-Wilmot Wall constructed. Gatehouse built 

1848 Construction of lily pond 

1873 Small bay reclaimed 
1878 Main gates installed 

1885 Gardens given back to Crown 

1939 Present Conservatory built 

1954 Tea Rooms built 
1958 Fuschia house built 

1964 2.2ha east of Eardley-Wilmot Wall granted to the Gardens 

1967 Queen Elizabeth 11 grants permission for the Botanical Gardens to use the 

prefix “Royal” 
1968 AMP Archway re-erected to commemorate Gardens’ 150th anniversary 

1981-1985 Easy Access Garden constructed. Cactus House constructed 

1985-1987 Construction/opening of Japanese Garden 

1990 Construction/opening of A P May Tasmanian Section 
1995 Construction of Epacridaceae Section 

        Royal 

        Tasmanian 

        Botanical 
       RTBG Gardens 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Under the spreading branches 
 

This old Tasmanian Blue Gum (Eucalyptus globulus ssp. globulus) is the oldest tree in the 

Gardens. It is all that is left of the blue gum woodland which grew here prior to the 

establishment of a large market garden by John Hangan in 1806 and subsequent 
development of the Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens. It is a popular feeding site and 

playground for many species of nectar and seed-eating birds. The blue gum is Tasmania's 

floral emblem. 

 
The tree has seen many changes over its long life..... 

 

Aboriginal use 
 
The area was used by Tasmanian Aborigines from about 5000 years ago. All that remains of 

their visits are a number of shell middens scattered around the Gardens. This site would have 

been a pleasant location for a meal, under the spreading branches of the gums and above a 

small bay which, judging from the contents of the middens, provided a rich supply of 
shellfish. 

 

Bay reclaimed 

 
The flat area below here, now a place for children to gather and play, was once a small bay. 

It was reclaimed after the train line was built on a raised causeway across the bay mouth in 

1873. 

 

From market garden to botanic garden 

 

Just three years after British settlement in 1803, John Hangan began a market garden here. 

He subsequently sold the 50 acres to a Mr Loane. Governor Sorell claimed the area in 1818 
as a site for the Government Garden, which became these Gardens, and since then the 

botanical garden has continued to develop. 
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The Family of John Hangan and Jane Heels 

 
1. John Edward Hangan  B. Hobart 1805 - D. Hobart 1828 

 
Executed by hanging on 23 May 1828. John Edward Hangan was tried in the Supreme Court 

(Session 4/131) on the 24 March 1828 for “robbery in a dwelling house, the owner’s wife 

being therein and being put in fear by the prisoner”. Verdict – Guilty 

 
The members of the jury were Captain John Henry Barnett, Molyneaux Dalrymple, Ensign 

Henry Griffin Allsop, Ferdinand White, Lieutenant Ernest Slade, Quarter Master Francis 

Hales, and Assistant Surgeon Patrick Coleman. 

 
The witnesses to the crime were John Byron, William Dumbleton and the victims of the 

crime James and Sarah MacLanachan. 

 

Edward Hangan was one of six to be hung on that day en masse, and was part of the 
impressive execution rate that Arthur introduced to raise the discipline of the convicts. 

Between May 1823 and December 1828 nearly 200 prisoners were convicted and executed. 
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The following is an extract from The Hobart Town Courier 7 June 
1828. 
 
“Thomas Pearson was the first led out of the cell on the summons of the 
sheriff at 8 o’clock. He was a tall athletic well made man, with a rather placid 
countenance. His eyes were red from weeping and he constantly used his 
handkerchief to wipe his eyes.  
During the week he and the other two Protestants, Hangan and Collins, who 
suffered with him, had been earnestly and unremittingly engaged in 
endeavouring to make their peace with their offended God. Besides the 
Rev.Mr. Bedford, and the other clergymen of Hobart Town who lend their aid 
on these awful occasions, Mr. G.A. Robertson had been constant in his 
attendance upon them, and a few moments before their death Pearson 
wrote a letter in their joint names thanking him for his exertions on their 
behalf. Hangan and Collins were very much affected and prayed with great 
earnestness. Bonner, Grimes and Bourke were of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion. Grimes, a short swarthy old man came from his cell yawning as 
if he had just awaken from a dream and having submitted to the adjustings 
of the executioner, all six moved their limbs for the last time from the prison 
door, and up to the scaffold - limbs which are no longer warm with life, but 
loathsome with corruption and the food of worms.” 

 

 The Rev. Knopwood noted of John Edward Hangan, “he is the first native born youth in the 

colony to be executed.” 

 

2. William John Hangan  B. Hobart 1807 - D. Hobart 1817  

 

Went missing in 1817 which resulted in the following notice in The Hobart Town Gazette  

10 May 1817: 

 
“FIVE POUNDS REWARD 
“Missing about 16 days ago, from the farm of Mr. James Hannaway at 
Pittwater, William Hangan, a boy about 11 years of age. Supposed in 
searching for some strayed cattle, the property of his master, to have 
mistaken his way home. Who ever will restore the lost to Mr. Hannaway at 
Pitt Water or to his disconsolate father, Mr. John Hangan stonemason at 
Hobart Town shall receive the above reward” 
 

This did not produce any information, and it wasn’t until early January 1818 that this sorry 

matter was put to rest. The following item appeared in the Hobart Town Gazette on 10 
January 1818: - 

 
Our readers will doubtless recollect, that an advertisement appeared in our 
Paper of May 10th last, offering a reward of five pounds for the discovery of 
a boy about 11 years of age, of the name of William Hangan; which said 
reward was offered by his disconsolate parents, under the supposition that 
he was lost in the woods. During the former part of this week the skeleton of 
a boy was found at Pitt Water, not a quarter of a mile from the house of Mr. 
Buckingham. 

 
The unhappy parents recognised their child through his hair, which 

remained almost in its primitive state, together with the wearing apparel 
found near the skeleton; which left no doubt on their distressed minds but it 
was the mortal remains of their lost child. 

 
The bones were bought to town on Thursday and yesterday decently 

interned, being the last parental duty they could perform.” 
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3. Catherine Hangan 1)  B. Hobart 1808 - D. 1830 

  

 In the education return of 1820-21 Jane Hangan stated she had a son aged 5 (George) 

and a daughter aged 13 who could read and would attend public school. No other 

information is known.  [listed in “Convicts unbound”] 

  

4. Charles Hangan  B. Hobart 1809 – 1858 

 

See notes under Charles Hangan Family Group #1 
      

5. James Hangan  B. Hobart 1812 - D. Murchison Vic. 1882 

  

 See notes under James Hangan Family Groups #2 and #3 
  

6. Henry Hangan  B. Hobart 1814 - D. Murchison Vic. 1893 

  

 See notes under Henry Hangan Family Group #4 
 

7. George Hangan  B. Hobart Tas. 1816 – 

 

Known to be alive in 1834 as he is listed as a baker of Campbell St, Hobart in the V.D.L. 
Annual of that year. No other information is known. 

 

8. John Hangan  B. Hobart 1819 - D. Hobart 1819 

  
Buried at St. Davids Cemetery Hobart, aged 6 weeks 
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Jane Heels/Hangan/Copeland B. England 1784- D. Kilmore Vic. 1850 

 

Jane had married John Heels in England when she was a young woman. In 1802 she 

found her husband sentenced to death, then later reprieved to transportation for life in the 

colony of Australia. She made a decision “from the heart”, to accompany her husband to 
the shores of a strange and far-off land, not knowing that death would soon part her from 

him and leave her alone in that distant place at the bottom of the World. She then berthed 

with him in the prison room of the “Calcutta” in the company of other male prisoners, 

during the six month sea voyage to Port Phillip.  
 

When her husband John died at Sullivans Bay, Port Phillip in January 1804, we can 

only imagine her shock, grief and despair. Not only was she in a strange land far from her 

native England, but a member of a large prison society of convicts and a small number of 
free settlers, sent to establish a penal settlement on the virgin shores of Port Phillip and soon 

after, on the Derwent River, Van Diemen’s Land, far across the Tasman Sea. She was in fact 

a free settler, and as such she was allowed to have a convict assigned as a servant which was 

John Hangan. 
 

On the 30 July 1804 Jane had married John Hangan in Hobart, raised their children and 

shared his life until around 1819 to 1820 when their union appears to have ended. Jane 

would have experienced hardship in the fledgling colony and the dangers of living in a penal 
settlement. She suffered heartbreak with the deaths of five of her children. Her first-born son 

had “fallen by the wayside”, his life ending in a heart wrenching public execution. Her 

marriage to Peter Copeland on 3 August 1829 was a new beginning. A daughter, Mary 

Jane, was born on 16 November 1829. A second daughter, Sarah was born in 1833 and died 
soon after. At that stage Peter Copeland was described as an innkeeper of Tea Tree Brush. 

 

In 1838 the death is recorded of an 11 year old boy, Peter Copeland, father Peter, mother 

Jane. There only remaining child, Mary Jane Copeland married Thomas Reeves in 1849. The 
Colony of Victoria was growing, and due to the heart ache that Hobart had given Jane, this 

new place cold have been seen to give a new start.  And so the whole family moved to 

Kilmore Vic. at the end of 1849. The reunion with her sons Henry Hangan and James 

Hangan who were also in Kilmore at that stage was short lived as Jane Heels-Hangan-
Copeland passed away 15 November 1850 and was buried in Kilmore Vic. aged 66. 

 

Peter Copeland was born in London in 1783 and arrived in Van Diemen’s Land in 1809 and 
died in Kilmore Vic. in 1859 aged 76. On his death certificate, his son in law, Thomas 

Reeves describes him as a sailor. At one stage he had a 100 acre land grant adjacent to John 

Hangan’s land at Tea Tree Brush in Van Dieman’s Land.  

 
No record of Peter Copeland’s arrival in Van Dieman’s Land, has yet been found, but we do 

know that for a time in the settlement he was a publican and from information in The Hobart 

Town Gazette we know which hotels: - 

 
 SHIP in Collins Street 06/10/1821 

 ALBION in Elizabeth Street 08/11/1823  

 JOLLY SAILOR in Campbell Street 22/10/1825 

 LORD WELLINGTON in Goulburn Street 14/10/1826 
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On Friday January 2, 1829 The Colonial Times (P.3 col 4) had the following report:- 
 
“On Friday night last, the 26th ult. some malicious person or persons 
wantonly set fire to the house and barn belonging to Mr. Peter Copeland, a 
settler at the Tea-Tree Brush. The sufferer, who is in humble circumstances, 
has offered a reward of twenty pounds on the conviction of the offender or 
offenders.” 

 

In May of 1832 Peter Copeland applied for an allotment at the top of Liverpool Street to 
erect a dwelling of at least five hundred pounds. 



 Hanigan book p ics grp 1 ain troduction 01 to 29 March 2012 dates       Page 40                                            Copy as at Mar 2012 

Descendants of John Hangan and Jane Heels 

Founders 
1 John Hangan ............................................................................................... b: 1779 ............ d: 7 February 1826 

.. +Jane Heels  ................................................................................................ b: 1785 ........d: 15 November 1850 

....... 2 John Edward Hangan  ............................................................. b: 30 June 1805 .................d: 23 May 1828 

....... 2 William Hangan  ............................................................ b: 16 November 1807 ..............d: 9 January 1818 

....... 2 Catherine Hanigan  (un-named female school records) .......................... b: 1808 .............................. d 1830 

....... 2 Charles Hangan ............................................................ b: 24 December 1809 ....... d: 14 September 1858 

........... +Mary Ann Lyons  .............................................................................. b: 1809 ................. d: 22 July 1831 

................ 3 Charles James Hangan  .............................................. b: 12 October 1830 .......... d: 7 December 1830 

....... *2nd Wife of Charles Hangan: aka “Henry Thomas ca 1836”   ......................               FAMILY GROUP #1 

........... +Rosina Smith  ....................................................................... b: 4 April 1803 .......... d: 2 December 1889 

................ 3 Alfred Thomas  ........................................................................... b: 1831 

................ 3 Charles Hangan  ............................................................. b: 22 May 1833 ............................. d: 1905 

.................... +Mary Ann Adams  .................................................................... b: 1837 ............ d: 28 January 1869 

................ 3 Rosina Hangan  ............................................................. b: 26 April 1835 ................. d: 6 April 1919 

.................... +Phillip Murray .....................................................................................  .......... d: 3 December 1880 

................ *2nd Husband of Rosina Hangan: 

.................... +Charles McGee 

................ 3 William Henry Thomas ............................................b: 20 February 1837 ............................. d: 1893 

.................... +Jane Annie Sixsmith 

................ 3 John Thomas  ................................................................. b: 28 June 1839 ......... d: 4 November 1915 

.................... +Sarah McLaren  .......................................................... b: 24 April 1843 ............................. d: 1940 

................ 3 Mary Jane Thomas ........................................................... b: 3 June 1842 .......... d: 18 February 1932 

.................... +Charles Drinkwater Robson  ....................................b: 16 January 1837 ........... d: 28 October 1917 

................ 3 Eliza Ann Thomas  .......................................................... b: 22 July 1847 ............ d: 26 January 1901 

.................... +James T. Maguire  .................................................................... b: 1842 

................ 3 George Frederick Thomas  ..................................... b: 26 September 1848 ............................. d: 1927 

.................... +Isabella McLean 

................ 3 Peter Copeland Thomas  ................................................. b: 26 June 1850 .............d: 24 August 1900 

.................... +Mary Jane Collingwood  ........................................b: 21 February 1851 ............. d: 1 October 1910 

....... 2 James Hangan  ................................................................... b: 11 March 1812 ........d: 10 November 1882 

........... +Helen Marney    ..........................................................................................              FAMILY GROUP #2 

................ 3 Mary Ann Jane Hangan .............................................. b: 26 August 1833 .................d: 16 June 1876 

.................... +William Plummer  .................................................................... b: 1813 ................. d: 31 July 1877 

................ 3 John Hangan ................................................................... b: 8 April 1835 ............... d: 13 April 1917 

.................... +Lucy Lemon  ................................................................. b: 5 June 1848 .................d: 29 May 1928 

................ 3 William Henry Charles Hangan  ..................................b: 4 February 1837 ..............d: 12 March 1838 

....... *2nd Wife of James Hangan:   .........................................................................              FAMILY GROUP #3 

........... +Sarah Dunning  ............................................................................... b: 1834 .......... d: 11 February 1875 

................ 3 William Thomas Hangan  ............................................................ b: 1851 .................. d: 9 May 1913 

.................... +Catherine Reardon ...............................................................................  ............................. d: 1925 

................ 3 Mary Jane Hangan  ...................................................................... b: 1852 ............................. d: 1919 

.................... +Andrew Lawson  ...................................................................... b: 1836 ............................. d: 1926 

................ 3 Julia Hangan ............................................................................... b: 1853 

.................... +David McKenzie Freeman 

................ 3 James Hangan ............................................................................. b: 1854 ............................. d: 1854 

................ 3 Anne Hangan .............................................................................. b: 1858 ............................. d: 1859 

................ 3 James Hangan ............................................................................. b: 1860 

.................... +Emma A. Reakes  ..................................................................... b: 1867 

................ 3 Thomas Charles Hangan  ............................................................. b: 1866 .................. d: 6 June 1947 

.................... +Mary Ann Smith  ...................................................................... b: 1864 .............. d: 4 August 1937 

................ 3 Peter George Hangan  .................................................b: 26 January 1870 ............................. d: 1958 

.................... +Annie Angelina Blanchfield  ..................................................... b: 1885 ............................. d: 1991 

....... 2 Henry Hangan ...............................................................................................               FAMILY GROUP #4  
 .......................................................................................................... b: 5 April 1814 ........... d: 17 October 1893 

........... +Ann Nicholls  ................................................................................... b: 1817 .................d: 22 May 1864 

................ 3 Emma Hangan  ............................................................ b: 3 October 1844 ............................. d: 1922 

.................... +Michael Hawkins ..................................................................... b: 1844 

................ 3 Jane Hangan  ............................................................... b: 16 March 1845 ........... d: 18 October 1924 

.................... +John William Thompson  .......................................................... b: 1834 .................. d: 6 May 1895 

................ 3 George Thomas HANGAN Hanigan  ............................ b: 2 August 1849 .................d: 15 June 1896 

.................... +Mary Ellen Field .............................................................. b: Abt. 1865 ........ d: 30 December 1912 

................ 3 Henry Hangan  ............................................................................ b: 1852 ............................. d: 1921 

.................... +Emily Sullivan ......................................................................... b: 1861 ............................. d: 1959 
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................ 3 Arthur Hangan  ...........................................................b: 7 February 1855 ..............d: 3 January 1934 

.................... +Ellen Ryan  ................................................................... b: 7 June 1856 .............. d: 1 August 1914 

................ *2nd Wife of Arthur Hangan: 

.................... +Jane Veronica Gratton .............................................................. b: 1878 ......... d: 1 September 1954 

................ 3 Robert Hangan  ........................................................................... b: 1857 

................ 3 Mary Anne Hangan ..................................................................... b: 1859 ....... d: 28 September 1868 

....... 2 George Hangan  ............................................................. b: 30 September 1816 

....... 2 John Hangan  .......................................................................... b: 22 May 1819 .................d: 28 June 1819 

As at June 2004 from NA Hanigan 

 
 

Descendants of Jane Heels (INFORMATION ONLY) 

Please see appendix for further details 
1 Jane Heels  .................................................................................................. b: 1785  .......d: 15 November 1850 

.. +John Heels......................................................................................... b: Abt. 1771  .............d: 4 January 1804 
*2nd Husband of Jane Heels: 

.. +John Hangan ............................................................................................  b: 1779  ........... d: 7 February 1826 

....... 2 John Edward Hangan .............................................................. b: 30 June 1805  ................d: 23 May 1828 

....... 2 William Hangan ............................................................. b: 16 November 1807  .............d: 9 January 1818 

....... 2 Catherine Hangan  (unconfirmed 2004)................................................. b: 1808 ............................. d: 1830 

....... 2 Charles “ Hangan aka Henry Thomas ca 1836 .................. b: 24 December 1809  ...... d: 14 September 1858 

....... 2 James Hangan  ......................................................................b: 11 March 1812  .......d: 10 November 1882 

....... 2 Henry Hangan  ......................................................................... b: 5 April 1814  .......... d: 17 October 1893 

....... 2 George Hangan .............................................................  b: 30 September 1816 

....... 2 John Hangan  ...........................................................................b: 22 May 1819  ................d: 28 June 1819 

*3rd Husband of Jane Heels: 
.. +Peter Copeland 

....... 2 Peter Copeland Hannagan............................................................. b: Abt. 1827  ............................ d: 1838 

....... 2 Mary Jane Copeland  ...................................................... b: 16 November 1829 

....... 2 Sarah Copeland  ....................................................................b: 12 March 1833  ................d: 10 June 1833 

As at June 2004 from NA Hanigan 
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