
Brisbane – Rathdowney – Kyogle – Murwillumbah – North Tamborine

Date:

25 March 2007

Time:

7:30am
(for 8:00am Start)

Start:

McDonalds at
Springwood

End:

The Governor’s Inn
Eagle Heights

*Please note that start and end times of
each leg are approximate and will depend
on traffic, weather and rider skill level

1st Leg: Springwood to Rathdowney
2nd Leg: Rathdowney to Kyogle
3rd Leg: Kyogle to Murwillumbah
4th Leg: Murwillumbah to Mt Tamborine
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1st LEG SPRINGWOOD TO RATHDOWNEY 8:00AM – 9:30AM

Overview:
This is a good road, nice and wide. Long sweeping
corners which makes it a bit boring but we guarantee
this is the most you’ll be bored for the entire day. They
really turn into country roads by the time we start to get
near Rathdowney which means long flat straights
interspersed every now and then with a wide corner.

Distance and Time:
90km Approx – 1hr 10min

Fuel:
Would seriously recommend all those with short fuel
capacity ie. 150-200km fill up at the servo at
Springwood before we leave. The next decent fuel is at
Kyogle and that is another 70 km down the road. If
anyone can’t get an average of 160km out of a tank on
country roads, please advise the leader because there
is better fuel at Tamborine Village then there is at
Rathdowney.

Stop:
Now we didn’t stop here on the Recce but in hindsight
it seems like the logical place to stop. I seem to
remember on the right hand side after turning on to
Running Creek Road there is a rest area with shaded
areas (promise we’ll do a better Recce next time). The
main group will probably stop here just to stretch the
legs but the front runners may want to continue on to
Kyogle via The Lions Road.

Directions:

TURN LEFT onto the pacific highway service road from the car park entrance at McDonalds.
TURN RIGHT AT THE 1ST LIGHTS to take you on to the M1
TAKE EXIT 35 (BEENLEIGH SOUTH)
TAKE THE 4th EXIT OF THE ROUND-A-BOUT labled Mt Warren Park Beenleigh
TAKE THE 3rd EXIT OF THE ROUND-A-BOUT being Rochester Drive
TURN LEFT AT THE T-INTERSECTION onto Mt Warren Boulevard and follow to next T-Intersection
TURN LEFT AT THE T-INTERSECTION onto Beaudesert Beenleigh Road and follow to Tamborine
TURN LEFT THEN RIGHT to continue along Beaudesert Beenleigh Road at Tamborine Village
VEER LEFT AT THE LIGHTS onto Mt Lindesay Hwy at Beaudesert
FOLLOW MT LINDESAY HWY to Rathdowney
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2nd LEG RATHDOWNEY TO KYOGLE 9:30AM – 11:00AM

Overview:
This is the section we’ve all come for. Ok, so there’s
cattle grids, unfenced paddocks, one lane wooden
bridges and more blind corners than the liberal party
have secret shares. This is where we cross the border
into New South Wales and there’s actually a donation
box at the border gate for the Lions Club who maintain
the road. I would recommend that if we make a
donation (and I really think we should) to the upkeep
of the road, then people should give a dollar or two to
the TEC so that everyone else can ride on through
without having to stop (unless ordered to do so by the
Border Patrol of course). Don’t worry about the cattle
grids. If taken at the posted speed limit they are little
more then a bump. Just keep the bike straight (except
for the one that is at the top of the rise on a right hand
bend…you may want to slow for that one). PLEASE,
PLEASE be careful and ride within your limits.

Distance and Time:
70km Approx – 1hr

Fuel:
Caltex at Kyogle has Regular and Premium Unleaded.
There is also a BP from memory across the road. The
next decent Fuel stop is at Murwillumbah which will be
another 65Km.

Stop:
Caltex at Kyogle. This is only a small servo but is air-conditioned inside with restrooms. There is an
undercover car yard next door that seems to have plenty of shade. There may not be enough room
however to park a dozen bikes so if any of the front runners want to check out a more suitable
location then feel free (again, we promise to do a better recce next time). Just make sure you send
someone back to the Servo to let us know where you are.

Directions:

TURN LEFT ONTO RUNNING CREEK RD at Rathdowney
VEER RIGHT TO CONTINUE ALONG RUNNING CREEK ROAD at Innisplain Road
JUST KEEP FOLLOWING THE ROAD until you come to a T-Intersection
TURN LEFT onto Summers Creek Highway
TURN INTO CALTEX at the corner of Summers Creek Highway and Kyogle Road.
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3rd LEG KYOGLE TO MURWILLUMBAH 11:00AM – 12:15PM
Overview:
I’d never done
this road before
but it was a lot of
fun. The road is
good and, unless
you get caught
behind a truck like
we did for some
of the way, great
for a big tourer
like mine. Lots of
corners, but again,
be careful
because there are
quite a few that
tighten up a lot
more than you
would expect.

Distance and
Time:
65Km Approx –
1Hr 15min

Fuel:
Murwillumbah is a fairly big town, well the biggest we’ll have been to since Beaudesert. I know there’s
fuel here somewhere, we just weren’t really looking for it at the time. If you filled up in Kyogle you
shouldn’t have any trouble making it through Murwillumbah to North Tamborine where I know for
certain there is fuel. How good the fuel is though, I don’t know because I’ve never filled up there.

Stop:
Ok this is the last time I’ll say it, “We should have done a better Recce”. There’re some good places
to stop. However, we rode straight through (well, actually took the wrong road) so we didn’t notice any.
Front runners might like to find a good spot and make it obvious to everyone where that might be.

Directions:
TURN LEFT onto Kyogle Road at Kyogle
FOLLOW KYOGLE ROAD to Murwillumbah
TURN RIGHT at Wollumbin Street at Murwillumbah
TURN LEFT AT THE ROUND-A-BOUT onto Brisbane Street (1st Exit)
TURN LEFT onto Brisbane Street
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4th LEG MURWILLUMBAH TO NORTH TAMBORINE 12:15AM – 1:30PM

Overview:
This is where we cross the border back into
Queensland and head for a nice long rest. Most of the
roads are really good except they do get a bit narrow
before and after the border. Once into the Numinbah
valley and past Natural Bridge they are great. Most of
you have probably ridden the roads around the Hinze
dam and know what I’m talking about. If you haven’t
just be careful because there is one fast sweeper after
another but every so often the road throws in one that’s
a bit tighter. No need to tell you to be careful going up
Mt Tamborine because more than likely you’ll be stuck
behind a Daewoo Matiz.

Distance and Time:
90Km Approx – 1Hr 15min

Fuel:
There’s fuel up on top of the mountain. It’s only one of
those generic brands (can’t remember what it is).
Depending on which way you decide to go home there
is also fuel at Tamborine Village.

Stop:
The stop is at The Governor’s Inn pub on Eagle
Heights Road at Eagle Heights. For those of you that
know Tamborine it’s just near the turn off to Curtis Falls.
As mentioned in the post we haven’t eaten there but

the guy is really keen to get bikers into the place so we’ll see how it goes.

Directions:
TURN LEFT onto Murwillumbah Street
TURN RIGHT onto Queensland Road and follow it out of Murwillumbah
TURN LEFT onto Numinbah Road and just keep following until after the Hinze Dam
TURN LEFT onto Beaudesert-Nerang Road
TURN RIGHT onto Henri Robert Drive and follow up Mt Tamborine
TURN RIGHT at the T-Intersection onto Prospect Street
TURN LEFT at the Round-A-Bout onto Alpine Terrace and follow this across the mountain
TURN RIGHT onto Eagle Heights Road
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RIDE RULES:

There is one notional "leader", but all agree that we are all just out for a ride, and happen to be going
the same way.... (so no poor sod gets involved in any potential legal shenanigans if someone gets
hurt)

That "leader" tells everyone the route at the start point (start point being where the majority all get
together), a guide to the timings for major stops, and takes a bike count (not a head count, cos there
might be taswegians or pillions) If known, also mention hazards, conditions, the sort of road to expect
etc.

The leader sets the pace, and navigates the Route, points out the tail end charlie (both should have
comms, ie mobiles) Mention that you can go at any speed you like, but anyone in front of the leader is
"on their own" for help, directions etc.

On the ride, when the leader turns at an intersection, second in line stops in easy view of the rest with
indicator on showing the direction to turn. As the tail end charlie passes, they give the thumbs up, the
turn marker joins in and overtakes TEC when safe.. in fact this is the best time for all us hot heads...
we get to try and catch up and pass everyone, and see if we can become the marker by the next turn

Seems like a lot, but it works well and dead easy in practise, big bonus that drops and spills are
picked up quickly, not just at major stops. everyone gets to the stops reasonably close together. It is a
"group ride" after all

Doesn't matter if the group splits into smaller bunches, still works.

Good idea to swap TEC's at half way or major stops, as long as everyone knows who it is.
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