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NEWS and VIEWS  

“It takes a village to raise a child” 
This speech was given by a Samoan teacher from our local Palmerston North Intermediate School. It opened 

the evening celebrations for Pasifika Fusion. Pasifika Fusion is a two-day celebration where Pasifika 

students in different secondary schools compete against each other over a wide range of events: performance 

of cultural items, wearable art, digital and multimedia presentations, Pasifika Indigenous speeches, English 

speeches and science investigations that focus on a specific theme. In this 13th year the theme was “It takes 

a village to raise a child”. 

  

While listening to this young man talk and interact with the audience I became aware that what he was 

sharing was a treasure to those involved with Indigenous communities. Have a read and enjoy his ‘shades of 

brown’.  

 

Bill MacIntyre, Aotearoa / New Zealand 

 

2017 Pasifika Fusion Speech – 27 July 2017 
Talofa Lava, Kia Orana, Bula Vinaka, Malo e Lelei, Taloha Ni, Kia Ora Tatou, Tihei Mauri ora. Ko tōku 

pepeha tēnei i te taha o tōku whaea. Ko Sāvali o le filemu tōku waka. Ko Vaea tōku maunga. Ko Te Moana-

nui-a-kiwa tōku moana. No Papa Sataua me Hāmoa ahau. Ko Va’ai tōku iwi. Ko Lesatele tōku hapu. Ko 

Wesley Broadway Methodist me Broadway Cathedral ōku whare karakia arā ōku marae hoki. Ko Uesiliana 

tōku papa. Ko Oloimoa tōku mama. Ko Uesiliana tōku ingoa. No reira tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou 

katoa. 

 

E muamua ona’ou fa’afetai mo le avanoa. Fa’afetai tele atu i le Fusion team mo lenei avanoa matagofie e 

faasoa atu ai se manatu i le autū o le tatou po – “It takes a village to raise a child.” 

 

Warmest Pasifika greetings to you all. I opened tonight’s address with my Pepeha. For a lot of our students 

and perhaps our family members, reciting your Pepeha is one way to make connections with others however 

I also use it here to acknowledge the tangata whenua of Aotearoa. I share the whakatauki and Maori proverb 

‘Ma tini, ma mano ka rapa te whai – Many hands make light work and there is strength in unity’. I share it 

because of how similar it is to tonight’s theme, “It takes a village to raise a child” and highlights our 

special relationship with Maori, the indigenous people of New Zealand. It is a relationship that should be 

fostered if we are to challenge the negative stereotypes around our people as a collective group of minorities. 

My Samoan opening acknowledges my own heritage and the Pasifika fusion team for the opportunity to 

share my own thoughts and experiences around this year’s fusion theme. I hope that every man, woman, or 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
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child can take something away from my delivery tonight but if not, the Pasifika Fusion team has assured me 

that there are no refunds for stink speeches… so unluggy. I apologise in advance if my address to you 

tonight sounds a little like a sermon. However, if the themes I speak about are indeed spoken about in your 

congregations then I salute our Faifeau’s and preachers for their tireless work in spreading the good word.       

 

Without further ado, my fellow Pasifika brothers and sisters, students and educators, kaiga and aiga, whanau 

and fanau, my name is… Uesiliana Va’ai-Wells. I address you tonight on several matters that I feel are 

important to us… brown people. And because brown people are the fastest growing demographic in New 

Zealand… these matters should be important to non-brown people too. My use of the term ‘brown’ to 

describe people with Pasifika heritage is not intended as a form of disrespect or a term to make non-brown 

people feel uncomfortable, but rather a colloquial term used to highlight issues associated primarily around 

how it feels to be Pasifika in NZ. I split my address into 3 sections. First, my address to Pasifika students. 

Second, my address to the parents and caregivers of Pasifika students. And then lastly, my address to the 

teachers of Pasifika students. Each section was chosen specifically for their importance within any ‘village’ 

and because of their roles in developing a healthy, caring, and well-educated Pasifika child within our 

modern society.  

 

But first... to the Pasifika students.... 

 

Like most of you… I myself am brown. Not just any brown, but one of the many shades of brown that make 

me uniquely me. I inherited my ‘brownness’ from my folks, and their folks, and their folks-folks. In fact, I 

inherited a lot of other qualities from my ancestors before me. Qualities that helped shape and form the 

person I am today. Having grown up my mother’s side of the family, I speak only of what I know. I hail 

from the village of Papa Sataua in Savaii, Samoa but was born, raised, and educated here in Palmerston 

North. My grandparents, Lesatele Rapi Vaai and Tiresa Vaai began the push for better opportunities for their 

family lineage by ensuring their children were grounded with a good education. Hence, my mother Oloimoa 

Tilesa Vaai, and my father Uesiliana Wells, migrated to NZ for better educational and employment 

opportunities for themselves and eventually for me and my four other siblings. Therefore, I am a New 

Zealand-born, 2
nd

 generation Samoan, born with the expectations that the sacrifices of my parents, and my 

parents-parents, and also their parents will not have been in vain but paid back through my successes within 

the Samoan and Pālagi world.  

 

The ability to represent and celebrate my shade of ‘brownness’ proved much more difficult than perhaps 

what some people understood. Born into a westernised world and raised in a bi-cultural and multi-cultural 

setting often conflicted with who and what type of Samoan I thought I was. For example, I am Samoan in 

New Zealand but a New Zealand-born Samoan to those in Samoa…and unfortunately there is a perception 

of one being more authentic than the other, making it an issue for many Samoans and other Pasifika not yet 

secure with their own identity. The same could be said for those who speak Samoan and those that don’t. 

Somehow, our authenticity as Pasifika people gets called into question when people think we are not 

Samoan or Pacific enough. Like, “oh you don’t speak Samoan fluently or at all? Kalofae, you’re not a real 

Samoan.” The amount of times I have been made to feel ‘plastic’ to my own Samoan brethren has been a 

challenge my whole life. Like many of you students tonight, who perhaps went through or are still going 

through these issues of identity, it can be very damaging to your self-worth and self-esteem. For me growing 

up, I didn’t know these issues affected my identity. Issues like speaking English at school was seen as good 

but…. at home it was bad because we were expected to maintain our native language. Issues like being 

brown and brainy in class was an exception instead of being expected. Issues like being brown meant you 

were expected to join the Pasifika club. That being brown meant we only hung out with other brown 

students. That being brown meant we were trouble makers. That being brown meant we were good at sports. 

That being brown meant we had dysfunctional families. That being part brown or a blend of browns meant 

we could only represent one of those blends. I would argue that these issues are some of our biggest 

challenges growing up Pasifika in New Zealand. However, some very smart university scholars from around 

the world and here in New Zealand have said and researched that a student who is nurtured and allowed to 

form their own identity i.e. shade of brownness, is a student more likely to engage and succeed in their 
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chosen path, academically, socially and physically. And as I grew older, and with the support of my own 

‘village’ I learned to not be defined by others characterisation of what a Samoan or Pasifika should be at 

school or at home. For example, while language is at the heart of our Pasifika culture, my ability or inability 

to speak my native tongue does not make me any more or any less Samoan. Just as how being an afakasi, or 

having the ability to siva, sing, go to church, or join a Pasifika group doesn’t makes us any more or any less 

Pasifika. We, as individuals, should define who we are and what shade (or shades) of brown we are wanting 

to be. And I won’t lie, it will be challenging. Our families, friends, teachers, and schools can make it 

difficult to define ourselves. They don’t always do it on purpose either but sometimes they just don’t know 

how to support you. Events like tonight provide opportunities for us brown people to showcase our 

determination and perseverance, but also celebrate our academic, cultural, and showmanship skills. And in 

doing so it allows us to define ourselves on the stage. However, because sometimes our families, friends, 

teachers, and schools can struggle to support your definition of identity I encourage you to learn when to 

step in and represent yourself; learn when to speak out and represent yourself; and learn when to speak up 

and represent yourself… and what shade (or shades) you choose to be.            

 

Nowadays I am proud of who I am and what I have achieved. However, as the theme of the night suggests, it 

takes a village to raise a child. For me personally, my village includes a number of my family and extended 

family members, friends, teachers, tutors, teacher aides, coaches, schools, neighbours, and students who are 

all significant in forming my identity and who and what shade of brown I choose to be. It is my village 

members who I call upon to help me through the tough, hard, and sad times, and at the same time, the same 

village members I will always acknowledge for their support for any successes. So, never be afraid or 

ashamed to ask for help. Never be too proud to turn away support. There is no shame in failing, and I would 

know... because I have failed lots and lots….and lots of times in my life but I would not be who and where I 

am if not for the love and support of my “village” who have helped to guide, raise, and shape the type of 

person I am today.   

 

By sharing my identity journey with you, I hope for you to understand that it took me a while, and it will 

take some others longer still, to fully acknowledge that our own individual shade of brown is enough. That 

our thoughts, ideas, and experiences are enough. Living our Pasifika culture in whatever shape or form that 

may be and celebrating it like we are tonight, is what makes us, and more specifically you, uniquely Pasifika. 

So… acknowledge it, embrace it, and let us be proud of our Pasifika heritage. Fa’amalosi and kia kaha our 

young warriors and voyagers, for you students will continue and add on to the hard work that our ancestors 

built for us. Never forget their sacrifices but live a life that they and you… can be proud of.  

 

Now…there is no fool-proof plan to raising any child...and so my next address is to the Pasifika caregivers, 

parents, uncles, aunties, koro’s, and nanna’s.  We have a tough job as it is raising our children or mokopuna 

to be humble, respectful, and willing to serve the needs of others before their own... but we need to do more, 

and be more for them. I speak to you not as a young Pasifika parent, but as a person that has worked with 

hundreds if not thousands of students over the past decade. Our society in New Zealand will see our great 

Pasifika qualities of humbleness, respectfulness, and service, in the classroom or on the sports field, but are 

more often than not confronted with negative stereotypes such as gang violence, money fraud, 

sexual/physical or child abuse, overcrowding and homelessness. These stereotypes and qualities are not lost 

on our children either. Some of them experience it in their everyday lives. And unfortunately, the statistics 

indicate that our Pasifika students, our children, our next generation, are struggling to cope with the realities, 

pressures, and expectations placed on their shoulders. Sadly, our young brown people have the highest rate 

of suicide in NZ compared to any other demographic group. They are taking their own lives, unable to see 

past the darkness that fills their hearts and minds. So what can we do about it? We cannot control their 

everyday experiences (as much as we try to). Can we influence them... yes of course we can, but we are also 

competing with so many other strong factors; peer pressure, drugs, alcohol, sex, mental health, family and 

school expectations and relationship problems.  

 

So I offer a simple suggestion. Listen. Listen to; their struggle, their heart-aches, their ideas, their pain, their 

accomplishments, their dreams and aspirations...but most of all...actually... literally... listen to them. Provide 
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them opportunities to speak without judging, or criticising, without backhanded comments or laughter. It is 

important for them that you hear what they are saying....because they want your approval. You are their 

rocks. Their foundation. Their first role-models. They aim to please you before anybody else. As an example, 

I remember the day after my Year 10 dance I said to my mum…. “Oh mum, so I kinda have a girlfriend 

now….” And she looked me straight in the eye and said, “Ue…vaai oe, you don’t have a girlfriend!” and I 

was like, “but mum, I asked this girl if she wanted to go out and she said yes…so technically we are 

girlfriend and boyfriend” and then she laughed, thought about it some more, then laughed again and said, 

“She probably meant she will go out shopping with you or something.” Then I laughed…which was not a 

good idea. But luckily there was nothing in reach for her to throw at me. “Nah, it’s for real mum. I have a 

girlfriend...oh…and… ah… she’s Pālagi.” With the coldest and scariest stare, she turned and said calmly, 

“No Ue. You DO NOT have a girlfriend.” Fortunately for me though, I had a rebellious streak that I reckon I 

inherited from my mum, so I pretty much kept quiet about the girlfriend fact for another year or two. 

Luckily too, because I am now married to that same Pālagi girlfriend, Rebecca, and my mum has two 

beautiful but rebellious grandkids now. But man, I remember those first few years after I had finally built up 

enough courage to introduce mum to Rebecca……those years were ‘awesome’....if you like getting lectured 

at all the time about the importance of schooling and how I didn’t have time to waste on girlfriends. To say 

she didn’t approve of my budding relationship would be a big understatement...but that’s a story for another 

day so I’ll save that for another speech or when I’m drunk. But to highlight the point of that example, my 

mother – whose support I was wanting, initially disapproved of having a girlfriend...especially a Pālagi one, 

but with time and patience, and some intentional listening, she grew to respect and dare I say it, love my 

Pālagi wife. My siblings, extended family, and friends all supported and helped influence my mother’s 

perspective...plus…. I survived to tell the tale.         

 

So... make the most of your family members. The proverb, ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ didn’t appear 

overnight. Use the strengths of your family members to help you. You may not be the best listener or have 

the most patience... perhaps Aunty is a better option. Perhaps your academic skills are not as good as Uncles, 

Nana’s or Koro’s. Utilise them. Connect your ‘village’ to your children by first listening to them and 

working out who is best suited to support them in their time of need. And during those sad, dark, and tough 

adolescent times, make use of the health care system. There are Pasifika and non-Pasifika health 

professionals; Doctors, Nurses, Psychologists, and Social Workers willing and wanting to help you and your 

child. They are a vital part of any village also. You need only ask. We must take the lead for the sake of our 

children. We must make the change. We must take that leap of faith, sometimes more than once. And I 

know how hard we all work to put food on the table, pay the bills, school fees, and uniforms. Yet still, I ask 

and plead with you the parents, caregivers, aunties, uncles, koro’s, and nana’s... to do more, and be more for 

our next generation to live a long, healthy, and happy life. 

 

My final address is to the teachers of Pasifika students. My professional colleagues. My professional uso’s 

and toko’s, my professional tuafāfine’s and tuofēfine’s. Believe it or not, but we are the single biggest factor 

on whether our Pasifika students achieve educational success or become another negative brown statistic. 

We hold the keys to the treasure trove that is Pasifika potential. A set of keys that could unlock the many 

different padlocks that represent the diverse shades of brownness within your classrooms. You don’t need 

excuses about how our Pasifika families don’t send food or send the wrong food to school. You don’t need 

excuses about Pasifika students not getting enough sleep. You don’t need excuses about our Pasifika 

families not turning up to meetings or interviews. You don’t need excuses about our Pasifika students’ 

attendance or punctuality rates.  Our powers to influence positive change within our Pasifika students far 

outweigh these excuses and should not be underestimated. As an important member of your student’s village, 

your ability to connect to and form a strong, lasting, and respectful relationship with not only your student 

but your student’s other village members is key to their success. But you are not born with the keys to the 

treasure troves. Nor are you given them easily. You need to earn them. You need to earn them from your 

students. You also have to earn the right to share these keys alongside other members of their village. And 

once you have the keys....you should savour them. You would have worked hard to establish yourself as 

someone worthy to hold them. And so you should celebrate it. You have become a permanent figure in your 

student’s development. But that… is just… the first step. Because the journey is long and it’s arduous and it 
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will rely heavily on your professional colleagues to maintain or add to your hard work. Our professional 

village must be resilient and unified. Because the reward... the reward.... is belonging to a collective group 

of educators who have planted the seeds of success into a demographic described as priority learners. Like 

most of you here tonight, I can remember who my favourite and not-so favourite teachers were. There were 

teachers who ‘got me’ … and teachers that didn’t. Teachers who were genuinely interested in me and my 

family, and inquired after them. And there were teachers who knew nothing about me other than… I was 

brown. Teachers who joked about me without ever making me feel inferior, stupid, or ashamed and then 

teachers who just… joked about me. If you are a teacher, and you are here tonight, then I know I am 

probably speaking to the converted. The Ministry of Education indicate that priority learners are in need of 

some serious academic support. So my challenge to all teachers, the ones here and the ones that SHOULD 

be here, is to earn the keys to your Pasifika students treasure troves and unlock their potential…. be their 

Pasifika champions... in fact, you MUST be their champions… to engage, encourage, and empower the next 

generation of Pasifika leaders.  

 

As a teacher for the past 10 years at Monrad Intermediate, I am in a fortunate position to positively influence 

a diverse number of students who walk through my classroom doors. The same doors I once walked through 

as a shy 11-year-old Samoan boy. A school I wanted to give back to when I completed university. A school 

and community I will continue to give back to now after completing my Masters of Education. A school my 

own two children will most likely attend when they are old enough. Like all our schools that are here tonight 

or have been here during the past two days, our schools are special. They provide us with experiences that 

create loyalty and friendships. They expose us to events like tonight where we can celebrate our Pasifika 

similarities and differences but also compete to see whose hard (but unpaid) work will be rewarded. There 

are some very talented students, parents, tutors, and school staff who have given up a lot of their time to 

ensure tonight’s show is a success. So I thank everyone here tonight for listening and not falling asleep 

during my low-key sermon. Unfortunately, my speech didn’t fit on my Facebook page, so you had the 

ultimate pleasure to hear it here first. However, I do hope at least some themes and topics were applicable to 

some if not all of you here… And with that, I wish everyone well tonight and hope that you continue to 

represent, and be proud of, your shade… of brownness.  

 

Faafetai lava ma ia manuia.    

 

Uesiliana Va’ai Wells 

Monrad Intermediate, Palmerston North, New Zealand 

 

Permission to publish this speech here has been given by its 

author, Uesiliana Va’ai Wells, who retains copyright. 

Permission to publish further in whole or in part must be 

sought from the author. 
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Succession Planning 
I would like to remind readers that plans are in train for the position of editor of the Indigenous Science 

Network Bulletin to pass to Dr Femi Otulaja at the beginning of 2018. Femi is based at the University of 

Witwatersrand in South Africa and he has been co-editing the bulletin during 2017. 

 

We have now reached the second phase of the transition which affects you, the readers. You have probably 

received notices by email as each issue of the bulletin becomes available, and I have maintained the 

distribution list for the past 20 years. However this list needs to be updated and transferred to Femi. To do 

this you need to let us know that you wish to continue to receive the bulletin by sending Femi an email.  

 

Please follow the instructions below: 

 

1. Send an email to Femi Otulaja at this email address: fso2000@nyu.edu 
 
2. List the subject as: Distribution list – Indigenous Science Network Bulletin 
 
3. Please send the email from the address where you wish to receive the bulletin, and make sure it 
includes your full name. 

 

The third phase of the transition is the archiving of the past bulletins. The archive will remain on my website 

for now, but I am making arrangements to have the archive established elsewhere. You will be notified 

where this is once negotiations have been concluded. 

 

Michael Michie 

Co-Editor 

 

 

When the Bullin shrieked: Aboriginal memories of volcanic eruptions thousands of 

years ago 
Other than it had a fearful shriek, guaranteed to put the fear of God into anyone who heard it, history appears 

silent about the nature of the bird that Aboriginal Australians once named “bullin”. Yet its shriek portended 

danger, apparently the approach of the evil spirit Tennateona, but more plausibly an imminent eruption of 

one of the young volcanoes in the Newer Volcanics Province of southern Australia. 

 

https://theconversation.com/when-the-bullin-shrieked-aboriginal-memories-of-volcanic-eruptions-

thousands-of-years-ago-81986  

 

Devastating volcanic eruption that rocked Australia 7,000 years ago has lived on in 

Aboriginal stories for 230 generations 
New research shows a volcano in Queensland erupted around 7,000 years ago. Stories of the event have 

been passed down by the Gugu Badhun Aboriginal people. This suggests ancestors of the group were there 

at the time of eruption. The stories go further back in time than even the oldest written historical records of 

Egypt or Mesopotamia. 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4454988/Volcanic-eruption-lives-Aboriginal-stories.html  

(also http://www.gla.ac.uk/news/headline_523966_en.html)  

 

Arnhem Land rangers blending traditional and high-tech methods to earn carbon 

credits 
Landline: Kristy O'Brien and Neda Vanovac 

A young man walks purposefully through the bush, drawing a line of fire behind him. 

The dry grass bursts into crackling flames. He nods as he looks on, pleased with the day's work. 

mailto:fso2000@nyu.edu
https://theconversation.com/when-the-bullin-shrieked-aboriginal-memories-of-volcanic-eruptions-thousands-of-years-ago-81986
https://theconversation.com/when-the-bullin-shrieked-aboriginal-memories-of-volcanic-eruptions-thousands-of-years-ago-81986
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4454988/Volcanic-eruption-lives-Aboriginal-stories.html
http://www.gla.ac.uk/news/headline_523966_en.html
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/programs/landline
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Here in this remote pocket of Arnhem Land, Warddeken rangers are doing what Aboriginal people have 

done for thousands of years, but are now combining traditional knowledge of fire management with new 

technology to protect the landscape. 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-10/aboriginal-rangers-using-fire-to-create-carbon-credits/8742550 

 

Darren Osborne Cadetship 
A reader just saw this on the ABC webpage and thought it may be of interest to other readers. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-09-28/abc-launch-science-journalism-cadetship-to-honour-darren-

osborne/8975104 

  

Aimed at budding science writers from regional Australia, the cadetship is part of renewed investment from 

the ABC in science content and in the development of a new generation of specialist reporters. Applications 

are now open. 

  

 

RESOURCES 

The World of Science Education: Handbook of Research in Science Education in Sub-

Saharan Africa 
Femi S. Otulaja and Meshach B. Ogunniyi (Eds.). (2017). The World of Science 

Education: Handbook of Research in Science Education in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Rotterdam, Boston & Taipei: Sense Publishers. 

Number 6 of the series: Cultural and Historical Perspectives on Science Education: 

Handbooks. Each volume in the 7-volume series The World of Science Education reviews 

research in a key region of the world. These regions include North America, South and Latin 

America, Asia, Australia and New Zealand, Europe and Israel, North Africa and the Middle East, 

and Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

The focus of this Handbook is on research in science education in mostly former British colonies 

in Sub-Saharan Africa and the scholarship that most closely support this program. The reviews of the research situate 

what has been accomplished within a given field in Sub-Saharan Africa rather than an international context. The 

purpose therefore is to articulate and exhibit regional networks and trends that produced specific forms of science 

education. The thrust lies in identifying the roots of research programs and sketching trajectories – focusing the 

changing façade of problems and solutions within regional contexts. The approach allows readers to review what has 

been done and accomplished, what is missing and what might be done next. 

Free Preview The World of Science Education  Get the book at: http://tinyurl.com/y8drxnpv 

 

Something about emus: Bininj stories from Western Arnhem Land (Australia) 
Murray Garde (ed.). (2017). Something about emus: Bininj stories from Western Arnhem Land. Canberra: 

Aboriginal Studies Press. 
The emu is an iconic Australian bird of significance to all Australians, but especially so to Indigenous Australians who 

have had a special relationship with this curious animal for thousands of years. In this bilingual, highly illustrated, 

full-colour publication Something about emus reveals valuable ecological knowledge in a collection of essays by 

senior members of the Bininj Gunwok language group from Kakadu National Park and Western Arnhem Land. 

Something about emus goes beyond biology and ecology to encompass other culturally important domains such as 

the visual and verbal arts, music, ritual and the relationships between humans and animals. Whilst Indigenous 

ecological knowledge is increasingly acknowledged as a valuable part of Australia’s cultural heritage, such knowledge 

is most richly expressed in Australia’s Indigenous languages which have largely remained inaccessible to those 

outside their communities. (Back cover) 

 

  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-10/aboriginal-rangers-using-fire-to-create-carbon-credits/8742550
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-09-28/abc-launch-science-journalism-cadetship-to-honour-darren-osborne/8975104
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2017-09-28/abc-launch-science-journalism-cadetship-to-honour-darren-osborne/8975104
mailto:fso2000@nyu.edu
https://www.sensepublishers.com/catalogs/bookseries/cultural-historical-perspectives-on-science-education-handbooks/
https://www.sensepublishers.com/catalogs/bookseries/cultural-historical-perspectives-on-science-education-handbooks/
http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/3273-the-world-of-science-education-5.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/y8drxnpv
http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/3273-the-world-of-science-education-5.pdf
https://www.sensepublishers.com/media/855x855/3272-the-world-of-science-education-5.jpg
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Recent papers 
Joël Rioux, Bronwyn Ewing and Tom J. Cooper. (2017). Embedding Aboriginal Perspectives and 

Knowledge in the Biology Curriculum: The Little Porky. Australian Journal of Indigenous Education, 

doi.org/10.1017/jie.2017.12 

ABSTRACT: This paper reports on an Action Research project that investigated the integration of Aboriginal and 

Western knowledge into science learning in a Montessori classroom in regional Queensland, Australia. Drawing on 

the local knowledge of fauna of community members, the study explored the teaching of science to 12-year 8–9 

students in an Aboriginal independent high school in Queensland. The overall study covered 83 lessons that included 

an initial Short-beaked echidna study. It applied thematic analysis to data to explore the effect of this integrated 

approach on students’ pride in heritage, cultural knowledge, learning and the Linnaean zoology taxonomy. Results 

revealed that the contextualisation of Aboriginal and Western science knowledge strengthened students’ Aboriginal 

personal identity as well as identities as science learners and status of local Aboriginal knowledge. 

 

Sven Ove Hansson. (2017). How to reconcile the multiculturalist and universalist approaches to science 

education. Cultural Studies of Science Education, DOI 10.1007/s11422-017-9817-1 

ABSTRACT: The “multiculturalist” and “universalist” approaches to science education both fail to recognize the 

strong continuities between modern science and its forerunners in traditional societies. Various fact-finding practices 

in indigenous cultures exhibit the hallmarks of scientific investigations, such as collectively achieved rationality, a 

careful distinction between facts and values, a search for shared, well-founded judgments in empirical matters, and 

strivings for continuous improvement of these judgments. Prominent examples are hunters’ discussions when tracking 

a prey, systematic agricultural experiments performed by indigenous farmers, and remarkably advanced experiments 

performed by craftspeople long before the advent of modern science. When the continuities between science and these 

prescientific practices are taken into account, it becomes obvious that the traditional forms of both multiculturalism 

and universalism should be replaced by a new approach that dissolves the alleged conflict between adherence to 

modern science and respect for traditional cultures. 

 

Eta Emele Varani-Norton. (2017). iTaukei Indigenous Fijian masi as an education framework: Retaining and 

adapting tradition in epistemology and pedagogy for a globalised culture. International Education Journal: 

Comparative Perspectives, 16(2), 131-145. http://openjournals.library.usyd.edu.au/index.php/IEJ/index 

ABSTRACT: iTaukei (Indigenous Fijians) are experiencing rapid social transformation through urbanisation and 

globalisation. Indigenous knowledge is being quickly eroded by its conflicts with modern Western knowledge and 

values. To counter this decay, there is need, in the school curriculum, for teaching methods that can help students 

achieve, in their own understanding, accommodations between Indigenous and non-Indigenous concepts, between 

modern values and expectations, and the emphasis being placed by the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs on the importance 

of preserving traditions.  

This paper proposes an innovative iTaukei pedagogical and epistemological framework based on the traditional textile 

masi (tapa), with design and motifs used as metaphors to facilitate better understanding of the conflicts between and 

the potential for reconciling or accommodating “outside” (Western) and “inside” (Indigenous) knowledge. At the 

centre of the design is the learner who must critically reflect on the possibility of a symbiosis of Western and 

Indigenous knowledge. The masi framework could prove a powerful tool for educators dealing with the dilemmas of 

social change in an oral culture like the iTaukei. 

 

Lowan-Trudeau, G. (2017). A rose by any other name: Repressive tolerance, burnout, and hope in the New 

West. Canadian Journal of Environmental Education, 21, 57-71. 

ABSTRACT: In this article I reflexively explore my recent experiences as a Métis environmental activist, educator, 

and academic with the historic rise of the New Democratic Party in Alberta, Canada which was quickly followed by 

the victory of the federal Liberal Party, toppling conservative dynasties at both levels. This autoethnograhic inquiry 

also considers activist educator burnout and insider/outsider dynamics through a lens informed by Marcuse’s theory of 

repressive tolerance. This line of theoretical inquiry and reflection is significant due to the unprecedented shift in 

government that recently occurred in Alberta, a region under intense environmental scrutiny, which bears implications 

for the rest of Canada, North America, and the world.  

 

Lowan-Trudeau, G. & Niblett, B. (2017). Special Issue: Activism and environmental education. Canadian 

Journal of Environmental Education, 22. 

FROM THE EDITORIAL: "Environmental education has a long and complex relationship with activism. Scholars 

of environmental education have explored this current of our discipline both explicitly and implicitly from a variety of 

mailto:joel.rioux@batchelor.edu.au
http://openjournals.library.usyd.edu.au/index.php/IEJ/index
https://greglodeau.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/glt-cjee-21-rose-by-any-other-name-final-paginated.pdf
https://greglodeau.files.wordpress.com/2009/09/glt-cjee-21-rose-by-any-other-name-final-paginated.pdf
https://cjee.lakeheadu.ca/article/view/1534/870
https://cjee.lakeheadu.ca/article/view/1534/870
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perspectives. While some have proposed that environmental education is, by its very nature, political and activist-

oriented (Stevenson, 1987/ 2007), others have critically pondered the role of environmental educators as activists 

(Jickling, 1991; 2003). Others still have advocated for the explicit rooting of environmental education in critical 

theory and pedagogy (Kahn, 2010). Additionally, or as an alternative, they have engaged in scholarship that questions 

and/or resists neoliberalism (Hursh, Henderson, and Greenwood, 2015), anthropocentrism (Lloro-Bidart, 2017) and 

anthropomorphism (Timmerman and Ostertag, 2011), colonialism (Tuck, Mckenzie and McCoy, 2014), 

heteropatriarchy (Martusewicz, 2013; Russell, Sarick, and Kennelly, 2002), and other manifestations of social and 

ecological oppression. In this scholarly context, activism remains an important, yet controversial, mainstay of 

environmental education theory, research, and practice. As such, we sought submissions for this special issue from 

diverse perspectives that specifically investigate the relationship between environmental education and activism. "  

 

Lowan-Trudeau, G. (2017). Indigenous environmental education: The case of renewable energy projects. 

Educational Studies: A Journal of the American Educational Studies Association. 0(0), 1-13. [Online 

First: http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/jnBiVirY2xF8eA5DuKRZ/full] 

ABSTRACT: This article presents insights from an inquiry into renewable energy development by Indigenous 

communities across Canada. The focus is on Indigenous leadership in developing renewable energy projects that align 

with traditional ecological philosophies while also providing increased economic and energy security, sovereignty, 

and educational opportunities. These projects build new STEM knowledges and practices across cultural divides. The 

article also discusses broader sociocritical concerns regarding renewable energy development, the associated 

challenges of renewable energy education, and Indigenous environmental education in the context of capitalist and 

nationalist agendas. 

 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Duane W. Hamacher. (2017). Observations of red–giant variable stars by Aboriginal Australians. Australian 

Journal of Anthropology  

ABSTRACT Aboriginal Australians carefully observe the properties and positions of stars, including both overt and 

subtle changes in their brightness, for subsistence and social application. These observations are encoded in oral 

tradition. I examine two Aboriginal oral traditions from South Australia that describe the periodic changing brightness 

in three pulsating, red–giant variable stars: Betelgeuse (Alpha Orionis), Aldebaran (Alpha Tauri), and Antares (Alpha 

Scorpii). The Australian Aboriginal accounts stand as the only known descriptions of pulsating variable stars in any 

Indigenous oral tradition in the world. Researchers examining these oral traditions over the last century, including 

anthropologists and astronomers, missed the description of these stars as being variable in nature as the ethnographic 

record contained several misidentifications of stars and celestial objects. Arguably, ethnographers working on 

Indigenous Knowledge Systems should have academic training in both the natural and social sciences. 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

Science Education for Equity, Diversity, and Social Justice (SEEDS) 
Dear Friends: The SEEDS Steering has decided to postpone the SEEDS meeting due to the dire situation in 

San Juan. Most of the hotels are cancelling reservations through Oct. 30th without penalty, and airlines are also 

allowing cancelations without penalties. The Committee will be making a decision soon regarding a new date 

and location for the conference, so please note that we will be having our first SEEDS conference, but we 

cannot have it in San Juan, Puerto Rico as planned. We are considering other locations in the continental 

USA.  

 

We were planning to make a donation to the Nueva Escuela (our host), and we will still do so. We encourage 

you to donate to relief efforts (and Matthew posted some suggestions on this site). We are saddened by all the 

hardship these (un)natural disasters have brought to the good people of the Caribbean, and we hope the Federal 

Government will start moving faster and more efficiently to assist the millions of people who are counting on 

http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/jnBiVirY2xF8eA5DuKRZ/full
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the USA for help. We will be back soon with more information about the conference, and we thank you for 

your patience and unwavering commitment to SEEDS. 

 

Contemporary Approaches to Research in Mathematics, Science, Health and 

Environmental Education Symposium 
23-24 November 2017 (abstracts due Friday 6 October) 

Melbourne, Australia 

 

For more information, please go to: 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-

science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium 

 

International Science Education Conference (ISEC)  
Re-Searching Science Education: Same Issues from Different Lenses  

19-21 June 2018  

National Institute of Education, Singapore 

 

ISEC 2018 Singapore is where researchers and practitioners meet to exchange ideas in science education 

research and practice. This will be the fourth ISEC after highly successful conferences held in 2006, 2009 

and 2014. 

  

Keynote Speakers 

 Dr Vanessa Kind, Durham University, UK. 

 Dr Sonya Martin, Seoul National University, Korea. 

 Dr Victor Sampson, The University of Texas at Austin, US. 

 Dr Subramaniam Ramanathan, National Institute of Education, Singapore. 

  

The theme “Re-searching science education: Same issues from different lenses” aims to provide a platform 

for intellectual dialogue on issues in science education using alternative lenses. Many problems in science 

education are not new, but can be addressed with new lenses to identify different or unique strategies and 

solutions. The word “re-search” is intentionally hyphenated to underscore the importance of constantly re-

looking and re-examining previous issues so as to gain new insights into familiar problems that confront 

diverse stakeholders in science education. Through such a process, the field of science education will 

progress and be enriched. 

  

We invite abstract submissions for individual paper presentations, symposiums, posters and/or workshops. 

The abstract should be in English, between 450-500 words in length and include the goals of the study, 

methodology, findings and discussion, implications, and significance of the study. Abstracts will be 

reviewed based on the quality of the writing and research, and whether it is of interest to the ISEC audience. 

Presenters of accepted abstracts may submit a full paper for inclusion in the International Science Education 

Conference 2018 Proceedings which will be edited and published with an ISBN.  Submit online at 

www.isec2018singapore.org 

   

CONASTA 67: Conference of the Australia Science Teachers Association 
8-11 July 2018 

Sydney University, Sydney NSW 

 

Abstract submissions are now open for CONASTA 67, the national science education conference of the 

Australian Science Teachers Association. The CONASTA 67 theme of 'Spotlight on our future' has been 

chosen to inspire all educators to focus on the influence of science on our lives.  

 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium
http://www.isec2018singapore.org/
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The onsite workshop program presented by teachers, researchers and science professionals covers a broad 

range of topics including, but not limited to:        

 

 primary and secondary science education  

 laboratory technician skills and practices  

 new science and science education research  

 curriculum implementation and support  

 teaching resources and innovations 

 

Abstract submissions for workshops will close on 15 December 2017, so please get your abstract submission 

in by this date. Please follow the link below to submit an abstract for an onsite workshop.  

Presentation Portal 

 

Society for Social Studies of Science (4s) Annual Conference 
29 August– 1 September 2018 
Sydney International Convention Centre 
  
In 2018, the Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) annual conference will be held in Australia for the 

very first time. The theme of the 2018 annual meeting of the Society – TRANSnational STS – encourages 

presentations, panels, and other events that deepen and extend the transnational character of the Society 

itself, while engaging issues invoked by both the TRANS prefix (across, beyond, to change thoroughly), and 

by the problematic and evolving status of ‘nations’ in processes of global ordering. Leveraging the global 

scope of Science and Technology Studies (STS), our aim is to intensify connection between conference 

participants (scholars, practitioners, and students) based in different regions, stimulating conversation about 

ways 4S and other scholarly societies can provide critical infrastructure for next-generation, transnationally 

collaborative, intellectual and political engagements. We also aim to encourage consideration of a broad 

array of concepts that are undergoing – or should undergo – transformation if we are to address key 

scholarly and practical problems of our times. Current concepts, knowledges, practices, and institutions of 

“the nation” are exemplary, pointing to a need for radical reformulation of habitual ways of thinking about 

and organizing governance, bodies and lifeworlds. Expansive reconsideration of other concepts, 

foundational and emergent (justice, biopolitics, innovation, Empire, and the Anthropocene, for example), are 

also encouraged. Activities that draw conference participants into issues of special importance in Australia 

and the broader Asia-Pacific region – indigenous politics, border controls, mining, climate change, and 

renewable energy, for example — will be threaded throughout and offered in advance of the conference. The 

overall goal is to foreground diverse STS genealogies and approaches, leveraging the rich pluralism of STS, 

attuned to the rich pluralism of the contemporary world. 
  
See translations of the conference theme at: https://4s2018sydney.org/translations/ 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list should not 

to be interpreted as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2017 
 

October 

10-12 Octobre: 3e édition du Colloque sur la persévérance et la réussite scolaires chez les Premiers Peuples, 

Quebec, Canada http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/ (Dec16) 

https://asta.eventsair.com/conasta-67/presentation-portal?Token=Ja7Fy7SkxmnwinQqFvhlxkpOaok6DoR13EkWd1eoffx0SzdaQgmLQtGaBX4Smhhm
https://4s2018sydney.org/translations/
http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/
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November 

2-4 November: African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) 

International Annual Conference, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

https://www.theaasiks.org/  

 

5-8 November: Best of Both Worlds 2017 International Conference, Kruger National Park, South Africa 

Best of Both Worlds (BoBW) 2017 International Conference (Aug17) 

 

7-10 November: Oceania Comparative and International Education Society, Université de la Nouvelle-

Calédonie, New Caledonia. OCIES.org (April17) 

 

7-10 November: 9
th

 International Conference on Science, Mathematics, and Technology Education, 

Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia http://smte2017.ums.edu.my (April17) 

 

20-22 November: NZ Association for Research in Education Conference 2017, University of Waikato, 

Hamilton, New Zealand, https://forumpoint2.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/nzare2017/info  

 

23-24 November: The Contemporary Approaches to Research in Mathematics, Science, Health and 

Environmental Education Symposium, Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia. 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-

science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium 

 

26-30 November: Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE) Conference 2017, Canberra 

ACT (http://www.aareconference.com.au/) (April17) 

 

December 

11-17 December: American Geophysical Union Fall Meeting, New Orleans, LA. PA017: Native Science: 

How Indigenous Perspectives Inform Environmental Science and Policy 

https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm17/preliminaryview.cgi/Session26060 (Aug17) 

 

2018 

 

March 

10-13 March: National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST) conference, The Westin 

Peachtree Plaza, Atlanta, GA, USA (https://www.narst.org/index.cfm)  

 

June/July 

19-21 June: International Science Education Conference (ISEC). Re-Searching Science Education: Same 

Issues from Different Lenses. National Institute Of Education, Singapore. (www.isec2018singapore.org) 

(Oct17) 

 

Australasian Science Education Research Association (ASERA) Conference, Griffith University, Gold 

Coast Campus, Queensland 

 

8-11 July: CONASTA 67, Australian Science Teachers Association, Sydney NSW 

 

August 

29 August – 1 September: Society for Social Studies of Science (4s) Annual Conference, Sydney 

International Convention Centre (https://4s2018sydney.org/translations/) (Oct17) 
 

https://www.theaasiks.org/
http://www.bobw2017.com/
http://www.univ-nc.nc/
http://www.univ-nc.nc/
https://ocies.org/
http://smte2017.ums.edu.my/
https://forumpoint2.eventsair.com/QuickEventWebsitePortal/nzare2017/info
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium
http://www.deakin.edu.au/about-deakin/events/contemporary-approaches-to-research-in-mathematics,-science,-health-and-environmental-education-symposium
http://www.aareconference.com.au/
https://agu.confex.com/agu/fm17/preliminaryview.cgi/Session26060
https://www.narst.org/index.cfm
http://www.isec2018singapore.org/
https://4s2018sydney.org/translations/

