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NEWS and VIEWS  

World-first genome study reveals rich history of Aboriginal Australians 
The most comprehensive genomic study of Indigenous Australians to date has revealed modern humans are 

all descendants of a single wave of migrants who left Africa around 72,000 years ago. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-22/world-first-study-reveals-rich-history-of-aboriginal-

australians/7858376  

 

Aboriginal people feel pressured to lose values, culture to be successful, study says 
A new report suggests Aboriginal people are facing enormous pressure to lose their traditional culture in 

order to be successful in Australia. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-27/aboriginal-people-pressured-to-lose-culture-study-says/7790928 

 

Program Results in Record Attendance at Wadeye School 
Batchelor Institute's Remote School Attendance Strategy (RSAS) team has assisted in achieving a record 

number of children attending school in Wadeye. The local school reported that 671 children had been 

accounted for during this year’s census period – which is the highest number ever achieved. 

http://www.batchelor.edu.au/portfolio/program-results-in-record-attendance-at-wadeye-school/  

 

Rangers and Archaeologists Record Historic Stone Pictures 
Earlier this year Dr. Campbell Macknight returned to Macassans Beach in East Arnhem Land, after a 50-

year absence, to use current GPS technology to record 46 stone pictures created by Yolngu elders. Together 

with rangers studying Certificate II and III in Conservation and Land Management at Batchelor Institute, 

they were able to work to further protect these valuable cultural monuments. 

http://www.batchelor.edu.au/portfolio/rangers-archaeologists-record-historic-stone-pictures/ 

 

Renaming Mount Eccles to Budj Bim 
Budj Bim Council and Parks Victoria propose to change the name of Mount Eccles National Park to Budj 

Bim National Park and the name of the peak Mount Eccles to Budj Bim. 

 

Why Budj Bim? 

The story of the Gunditjmara people is intimately related to the volcanic eruption of Mount Eccles around 

30,000 years ago, when an ancestral creation-being revealed himself in the landscape to the Gunditjmara 

people. Budj Bim (meaning high head) is part of the ancestral creation-being’s body; his forehead is the 

mountain and the stones are his teeth. 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-22/world-first-study-reveals-rich-history-of-aboriginal-australians/7858376
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-22/world-first-study-reveals-rich-history-of-aboriginal-australians/7858376
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-08-27/aboriginal-people-pressured-to-lose-culture-study-says/7790928
http://www.batchelor.edu.au/portfolio/program-results-in-record-attendance-at-wadeye-school/
http://www.batchelor.edu.au/portfolio/rangers-archaeologists-record-historic-stone-pictures/
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http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/mount-eccles-national-park/plans-and-projects/renaming-mount-

eccles-to-budj-bim 

 

Traditional knowledge of Indigenous fire practices burns pathway to safer, healthier 

country 
"What we see here is what I call 'upside down' country," Victor Steffenson says, taking in the typical bush 

setting around us. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-05/traditional-knowledge-a-pathway-to-safer-healthier-

country/7814628?site=indigenous&topic=latest 

 

Why old theories on Indigenous counting just won’t go away 
My Australian-educated friends tell me they were taught at school that all Aboriginal people only counted 

one, two, three, four and many. While it might be the case for some communities, there is also abundant 

evidence in others of complex Aboriginal number systems extending to high numbers. 

https://theconversation.com/why-old-theories-on-indigenous-counting-just-wont-go-away-64173 

 

What is Indigenous science? 
13 Indigenous scientists have had the opportunity to develop their public profile as researchers thanks to a 

new media training program. 

The Indigenous Media Mentoring Program is part of a partnership between the Australian Science Media 

Centre and several media partners, including NITV. 

We asked them, 'What is Indigenous Science?' 

https://www.facebook.com/NITVAustralia/videos/10153932419682005/  

 

Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project 
The Wôpanâak Language Reclamation Project (WLRP), a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization registered with the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts as the Wôpanâak Language and Cultural Weetyoo, Inc., has partnered 

with tribal families and the Montessori Academy of Cape Cod to open an immersion school in 2016, 

Mukayuhsak Weekuw: The Children's House. 

 

Beginning in September 2016 Mukayuhsak Weekuw will open, initially serving preschool students, followed 

by Kindergarten students in 2017. 

http://www.wlrp.org/project-overview.html  

 

Indigenous song Twinkling Stars tells science of the seasons 
On Murray Island in the Torres Strait the Meriam people have a song about the stars and the change of 

seasons. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-16/twinkling-stars-song-from-murray-island-tells-science-of-

seasons/7754054?section=science  

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mathematics Alliance 
Spring 2016 newsletter, including information about their conference at the end of October. 

http://us8.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f507f9c1579d2cb28cabc6494&id=e590c7ae45&e=6373b44bd8   

 

ICASE Newsletter 
The ICASE Newsletter is a publication containing current information about ICASE initiatives conducted by 

ICASE member organisations, and topics of interest in the field of science and technology education. 

 

In order to read all the news please click on 

http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_06_07_2016.pdf 

 

 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/mount-eccles-national-park/plans-and-projects/renaming-mount-eccles-to-budj-bim
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/mount-eccles-national-park/plans-and-projects/renaming-mount-eccles-to-budj-bim
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-05/traditional-knowledge-a-pathway-to-safer-healthier-country/7814628?site=indigenous&topic=latest
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-05/traditional-knowledge-a-pathway-to-safer-healthier-country/7814628?site=indigenous&topic=latest
https://theconversation.com/why-old-theories-on-indigenous-counting-just-wont-go-away-64173
https://www.facebook.com/NITVAustralia/videos/10153932419682005/
http://www.wlrp.org/project-overview.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-16/twinkling-stars-song-from-murray-island-tells-science-of-seasons/7754054?section=science
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-16/twinkling-stars-song-from-murray-island-tells-science-of-seasons/7754054?section=science
http://us8.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f507f9c1579d2cb28cabc6494&id=e590c7ae45&e=6373b44bd8
http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_06_07_2016.pdf
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INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Sea Lake on Landline 

For those that recently missed the ABC Landline story about Sea Lake. The brief Aboriginal Astronomy 

section starts at 5-minutes 30-seconds.  

 

Sea Lake is near Lake Tyrrell in Victoria, where the Boorong people lived. They told Stanbridge their 

astronomy stories which he then reported in a scientific journal in 1857. 

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2016/s4506192.htm 

 

Ancient Skies 
Presented by the Adelaide Planetarium at the University of South Australia. 

 

Tuesdays: 17 January – 21 February 2017 from 7:30-9:30pm  
Adelaide Planetarium  

2nd Floor, Building P,  

Mawson Lakes Campus 

University of South Australia  

 
Paul Curnow 

Adelaide Planetarium 

University of South Australia  

 
Abstract: Have you ever wondered about the origins of the constellations in the night sky? Who first named 

them and where do they come from? Do all cultures see the sky the same way? In this six-week course on 

‘ethnoastronomy’, you will learn about the stories and mythologies behind the constellations and how to 

identify some of them in the night sky. Moreover, this course will focus on how Aboriginal Australians; 

Ancient Egyptians, American Indians and others view the sky in addition to examining their cosmogonies, 

stories, legends and myths relating to their patterns in the sky. This is the only ethnoastronomy course in the 

world that uses a planetarium to teach you more about the world’s cultural astronomy. 

 

Bio: Paul Curnow [B.ED] is the Vice President of the Astronomical Society of South Australia (member 

since 1991) and a former council member of the Field Geology Club of South Australia. He has been a 

lecturer at the Adelaide Planetarium since 1992 and was the recipient of the ASSA editor’s award for 2000; 

2010; and then again in 2013. In 2002, he served as a southern sky specialist for visiting U.S. and British 

astronomers who were in Australia for the total solar eclipse. He is regarded as one of the world’s leading 

authorities on Australian Aboriginal night sky knowledge; and in 2004, he worked in conjunction with the 

Lake Erie Nature and Science Center Planetarium in Ohio, on the creation of a show that features 

Indigenous Australian stories of the night sky. In addition, Paul runs a number of popular courses for the 

general public that focus on the constellations, planetary astronomy, historical astronomy and 

ethnoastronomy, which primarily deals with how the night sky is seen by non-western cultures. He appeared 

as the keynote speaker at the inaugural 2010 Lake Tyrrell Star Party in Sea Lake, Victoria and in 2011 was a 

special guest speaker at the Carter Observatory in Wellington, New Zealand. Since 2012 Paul has taken the 

role of Lecturer for the Astronomy & Universe course (EDUC2066) for the School of Education at the 

University of South Australia. Paul appears regularly in the media and has authored over 50 articles on 

astronomy. 

 

*LIMITED PLACES - BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL* Cost $200.00 per person - to make an online 

booking visit: 

https://www.conferenceonline.com/bookingform/index.cfm?page=booking&object=conference&id=21414&

bookingid=0&categorykey=5E0DA280-093F-450E-90AA-

5BDD715A053C&CFID=3661572&CFTOKEN=e0f821836a9367a-041B2F34-BE25-D337-

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2016/s4506192.htm
https://www.conferenceonline.com/bookingform/index.cfm?page=booking&object=conference&id=21414&bookingid=0&categorykey=5E0DA280-093F-450E-90AA-5BDD715A053C&CFID=3661572&CFTOKEN=e0f821836a9367a-041B2F34-BE25-D337-8B2F0908389FCA8E
https://www.conferenceonline.com/bookingform/index.cfm?page=booking&object=conference&id=21414&bookingid=0&categorykey=5E0DA280-093F-450E-90AA-5BDD715A053C&CFID=3661572&CFTOKEN=e0f821836a9367a-041B2F34-BE25-D337-8B2F0908389FCA8E
https://www.conferenceonline.com/bookingform/index.cfm?page=booking&object=conference&id=21414&bookingid=0&categorykey=5E0DA280-093F-450E-90AA-5BDD715A053C&CFID=3661572&CFTOKEN=e0f821836a9367a-041B2F34-BE25-D337-8B2F0908389FCA8E
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8B2F0908389FCA8E or for further information phone 8302 3138 or email the planetarium at 

adelaide.planetarium@unisa.edu.au 

 

Dawes Review 5: Australian Aboriginal Astronomy and Navigation 
Norris, R.P. (2016). Dawes Review 5: Australian Aboriginal Astronomy and Navigation. Publications of the 

Astronomical Society of Australia, 33. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/pasa.2016.25. 

Ray Norris’s recent "Dawes Review" on Aboriginal Astronomy on http://tinyurl.com/zmxgmtw . In it, he’s 

tried to summarise all Aboriginal Astronomy research to date, and, to the best of his knowledge, it cites 

every peer-reviewed paper published so far on the subject. 

 

Abstract The traditional cultures of Aboriginal Australians include a significant astronomical component, perpetuated 

through oral tradition, ceremony, and art. This astronomical knowledge includes a deep understanding of the motion 

of objects in the sky, which was used for practical purposes such as constructing calendars and for navigation. There is 

also evidence that traditional Aboriginal Australians made careful records and measurements of cyclical phenomena, 

recorded unexpected phenomena such as eclipses and meteorite impacts, and could determine the cardinal points to an 

accuracy of a few degrees. Putative explanations of celestial phenomena appear throughout the oral record, suggesting 

traditional Aboriginal Australians sought to understand the natural world around them, in the same way as modern 

scientists, but within their own cultural context. There is also a growing body of evidence for sophisticated 

navigational skills, including the use of astronomically based songlines. Songlines are effectively oral maps of the 

landscape, and are an efficient way of transmitting oral navigational skills in cultures that do not have a written 

language. The study of Aboriginal astronomy has had an impact extending beyond mere academic curiosity, 

facilitating cross-cultural understanding, demonstrating the intimate links between science and culture, and helping 

students to engage with science. 
 

 

RESOURCES 

Learning Communities: International Journal of Learning in Social Contexts 
Number 17, October 2015 

Special Issue: Indigenous Pathways and Transitions into Higher Education 

http://www.cdu.edu.au/northern-institute/lcj 

 

Journal for Activist Science & Technology Education 
The latest version of JASTE (7.1) is now available, here: http://goo.gl/cvO2TA 

 

'JASTE' is the Journal for Activist Science & Technology Education. It is an open-source journal that 

promotes critical and activist perspectives and practices relating to science and technology (and, likely, 

engineering & mathematics) education.  

 

Issue 7.1 provides articles that analyze STEM education from critical perspectives and, where possible, 

recommend (and, sometimes, celebrate) actions to address identified problems. 

 

If you like the issue, please help disseminate it.  

 

Finally, authors of JASTE articles would really appreciate feedback on their work. So, please consider 

writing directly to them (their email addresses are given in their papers).  

 

Position Doubtful: Mapping Landscapes & Memories 

Mahood, Kim. (2016). Position doubtful: Mapping memories and landscapes. Melbourne: Scribe. 

 

Since the publication of her prize-winning memoir Craft for a Dry Lake in 2000, writer and artist Kim Mahood has 

been returning to the Tanami desert country in far north-western Australia where, as a child, she lived with her family 

https://www.conferenceonline.com/bookingform/index.cfm?page=booking&object=conference&id=21414&bookingid=0&categorykey=5E0DA280-093F-450E-90AA-5BDD715A053C&CFID=3661572&CFTOKEN=e0f821836a9367a-041B2F34-BE25-D337-8B2F0908389FCA8E
mailto:adelaide.planetarium@unisa.edu.au
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/pasa.2016.25
http://tinyurl.com/zmxgmtw
http://www.cdu.edu.au/northern-institute/lcj
http://goo.gl/cvO2TA
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on a remote cattle station. The land is timeless, but much has changed: the station has been handed back to its 

traditional landowners; the mining companies have arrived; and Indigenous art has flourished.  

Comedy and tragedy, familiarity and uncertainty, are Mahood's constant companions as she immerses herself in the 

life of a small community and takes part in groundbreaking mapping projects. What emerges in Position Doubtful is a 

revelation of the significance of the land to its people - and of the burden of history.  

Mahood is an artist of astonishing versatility. She works with words, with paint, with installations, and with 

performance art. Her writing about her own work and collaborations, about the country she loves, and about the work 

of the desert artists, is profoundly enlightening, making palpable the link between artist and landscape.  

This is a beautiful and intense exploration of friendships, landscape, and homecoming. Written with great energy and 

humour, Position Doubtful offers a unique portrait of the complexities of black and white relations in contemporary 

Australia. (Back cover) 

 

Teacher Education in Diverse Settings: Making Space for Intersecting Worldviews 
Larry Prochner, Ailie Cleghorn, Anna Kirova & Christine Massing. (2016). Teacher Education in Diverse 

Settings: Making Space for Intersecting Worldviews. Sense Publishers. 

 
Teacher Education in Diverse Settings presents a study of initial educator preparation in three social contexts: a 

training program for immigrant child care educators in Canada, a pre- and lower primary specialization in a teacher 

education program in Namibia, and a partnership between the Misak indigenous communities in Colombia and the 

University of Cauca to deliver courses for educators within their communities. In each setting the book explores the 

relationships between indigenous ways of thinking and western discourse in reference to the preparation of educators, 

whether they be teachers, community leaders, or newly arrived immigrants in Canada. In each case the authors’ focus 

is on the tensions between the local understandings and global ideas, and the creation of space for diverse but 

intersecting worldviews. 

The book’s goal is to investigate ways that teacher educators, parents, and communities can better prepare children for 

the realities of schooling while preserving the integrity of local norms and values through educator preparation 

programs. 

Free Preview Teacher Education in Diverse Settings  

 

Dissertation 

Neill, Brian W. (2015). Assessing the Need for Culturally Responsive Science Curriculum: Two Case 

Studies from British Columbia. Doctoral dissertation, University of Victoria, Canada. 
 

Abstract: This inquiry began with a global question: Why are Aboriginal high school students underrepresented in the 

sciences? This led to the following series of questions: What is science? Is Aboriginal knowledge about nature and 

naturally occurring events science? What is science literacy? What are culturally responsive approaches to science 

education? The initial inquiry began as part of the Aboriginal Knowledge and Science Education Research Project, 

University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Over time the inquiry morphed into two case studies. The first case 

study focused on a quantitative exploration to examine the current state of student performance in British Columbia 

secondary school science (Biology 12, Chemistry 12, and Physics 12), and mathematics (Principles of Mathematics 

12). The examination of performance trends for over a decade confirmed the underperformance of Aboriginal students 

in secondary school sciences and mathematics when compared to non-Aboriginal students. The second case study 

sought to establish criteria, identify, and document a model project that incorporated the methods of western modern 

science (WMS) knowledge and ways of knowing represented by traditional ecological knowledge and wisdom 

(TEKW), local ecological knowledge (LEK), and indigenous knowledge (IK) in a local environment (place-based) 

and that was culturally responsive to students and faithful to science education principles. A model project was 

identified in British Columbia operating within the Heiltsuk First Nation territory by the Qqs (pronounced “kucks”) 

Projects Society. This project exemplified the Te Kotahitanga Project in Aotearoa/New Zealand by engaging student 

interns in science in place. Qqs partnered with a number of non-governmental organizations to develop the Supporting 

Emerging Aboriginal Stewards (SEAS) Initiative, whereby interns used WMS techniques to study their traditional 

territory in the Great Bear Rainforest. The SEAS project was deemed to make science more relevant for Aboriginal 

students, who may otherwise have rejected it because of a possible conflict with their cultural value systems and 

personal relevance. There is a persistent tension between science espoused by WMS, and the wisdom and sacredness 

of indigenous knowledge and wisdom (IKW). Finally, recommendations are proposed for a Two-row Wampum Belt 

or a trans-systemic practice that would enable IKW and WMS knowledge to operate in a spirit of mutual cultural 

responsiveness, followed by recommendations for future study. 

http://hdl.handle.net/1828/6735 

http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/2880-teacher-education-in-diverse-settings.pdf
http://hdl.handle.net/1828/6735
http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/2880-teacher-education-in-diverse-settings.pdf
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Recent papers 

Baker, Colin. (2016). An Aboriginal College for a return to Country: Designing a school that prepares 

children to live in two worlds and the space between. International Education Journal: Comparative 

Perspectives, 15(2), 1-12. 

 
Abstract: At a Community Planning Workshop at Banka Banka 14-18th July 2012 some seventy Kunapa families 

decided that it was unrealistic to plan to move back on to country unless education could be guaranteed that would 

ensure the continuance of their language and culture and be deliverable in a Warumungu context. They articulated a 

vision of a school that makes a successful return to county possible by delivering the education required by the 

Australian Curriculum in a Kunapa context and in a way which produces individuals who can be successful in two 

worlds and in the space between them. The vision is of a network centric, full service residentially based school that 

makes it possible for Kunapa children to receive a mainstream Australian Curriculum based education on their own 

lands that prepares them to be successful in the world of their own Culture, Language and Economy and in the world 

of the wider Culture, Language and Economy of Australia. This paper chronicles the endeavours of a consultant to 

create the plans that will allow the families to seek registration for a school that will realise their vision. 

 

Mutonyi, H. (2016). Stories, proverbs, and anecdotes as scaffolds for learning science concepts. Journal of 

Research in Science Teaching, 53(6), 943-971. 

 
Abstract: Few research studies in science education have looked at how stories, proverbs, and anecdotes can be used 

as scaffolds for learning. Stories, proverbs, and anecdotes are cultural tools used in indigenous communities to teach 

children about their environment. The study draws on Bruner's work and the theory of border crossing to argue that 

stories, proverbs, and anecdotes can be useful tools in the teaching of science concepts. The study uses a qualitative 

approach to understand how students in a secondary school in Uganda were appropriating stories, proverbs, and 

anecdotes to explain their understanding on health and HIV-related issues. The data collection methods included 

interviews, focus group discussions, journaling, and document collection. The major finding is that use of stories, 

proverbs, and anecdotes drawn from the students' cultural context helps them understand science concepts. The main 

argument of the article is that cultural tools (stories, proverbs, anecdotes) can be used to scaffold students' learning of 

scientific concepts. The implications are that stories, proverbs, and anecdotes can be used to help students may not be 

inclined to science, to enter into the world of science by linking their everyday world to the culture of science. 

 

Oscar, J., & Anderson, K. (2009). Bunuba Walmajarri: Land, language and culture. A report on 

collaborative curriculum design and delivery for non-Indigenous primary school children in Australia about 

Indigenous Australia. Babal, 43(2), 20-27. 

 
Wesley College is a large, coeducational, independent school in Melbourne, Australia. It has 3000 students on three 

campuses and has students from kindergarten to Year 12. It is an open entry school and has embraced the International 

Baccalaureate in the Primary Years (Early Childhood to Year 6) and Diploma Years (Year 11-12). In July 2003, Dr 

Helen Drennen was appointed Principal of Wesley College. In her opening address to staff, Helen acknowledged the 

many good programmes on offer at the College, but highlighted a gap in our curriculum offering. It was a part of her 

mission and goal to work with the educators at the College to investigate ways to create authentic links in our 

programmes to develop understandings in the school and wider society around Indigenous Australia. 

 

Leigh, E., Goldfinch, T., Prpic, J.K., Dawes, L., Kennedy, J., & McCarthy, T. (2014). Shared Values: 

Diverse perspectives – engaging engineering educators in integrating Indigenous engineering knowledge 

into current curricula. Proceedings of the AAEE2014 Conference Wellington, New Zealand, 283-292 

 
Background: Engineering is a problem-based practically oriented discipline, whose practitioners aim to find effective 

solutions to engineering challenges, technically and economically. Engineering educators operate within a mandate to 

ensure that graduate engineers understand the practicalities and realities of good engineering practice. While this is a 

vital goal for the discipline, emerging influences are challenging the focus on ‘hard practicalities’ and requiring 

recognition of the cultural and social aspects of engineering. Expecting graduate engineers to possess communication 

skills essential for negotiating satisfactory outcomes in contexts of complex social beliefs about the impact of their 

work can be an unsettling and challenging prospect for engineering educators. This project identifies and addresses 

Indigenous engineering practices and principles, and their relevance to future engineering practices. 
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Miller, Melinda G. (2015). Consultation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in early childhood 

education: the impact of colonial discourses. Australian Education Researcher, 42(5), 49–565 DOI 

10.1007/s13384-015-0186-z 

 
Abstract: In Australian early years education, consultation and partnerships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people are central to embedding Indigenous perspectives. Building sustained and reciprocal partnerships with 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people supports access to local knowledges and perspectives to inform 

curriculum planning, as well as protocols and community processes, and contemporary responses to colonisation. 

Drawing on data from a doctoral study about embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives in early 

childhood education curricula, this paper examines interactional patterns in consultations between non-Indigenous 

early childhood educators and Indigenous people in real and supposed form. Data is read through whiteness studies 

literature and related critiques to identify how the educators positioned Indigenous people in interactional patterns and 

how the mobilisation of colonial discourses impacted the potential for reciprocity and sustained partnerships, despite 

the best of intentions. Colonial traces of positioning Indigenous people as informants, targeted resources or knowledge 

commissioners were shown to be most salient in interactional patterns. While these findings are contextualised within 

Australia, I suggest they have applicability in examining approaches to embedding Indigenous perspectives in 

education curricula in other colonising contexts such as Canada and New Zealand. 

 

Lowan-Trudeau, G. (2016). Gateway to understanding: Indigenous ecological activism and education in 

urban, rural, and remote contexts. Cultural Studies of Science Education, doi:10.1007/s11422-016-9746-4 

 
Abstract: This article is a response to Kassam, Avery, and Ruelle’s insights as presented in this forum on rural science 

education. Topics considered include troubling the urban/rural divide in the context of Indigenous knowledge and 

expanding to include the common Canadian notion of the “remote”, a designation rooted in our national colonial 

narrative for the mythic, typically northern, wilderness sparsely inhabited by primarily Indigenous peoples. These 

concepts are further considered through exploration of Indigenous and allied ecological activism in Canada and the 

United States related to the proposed Northern Gateway and Keystone XL pipelines. This discussion concludes with 

an argument for the inherent pedagogical opportunity presented by such cases for contemporary educators to engage 

students in consideration of wicked problems, geographically rooted cognitive diversity, and the legal, economic, 

ecological, and cultural underpinnings and ramifications of the current events prominent in their home communities 

and abroad. 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

STEM Education Forum: Putting STEM under the microscope 
19 October 2016 

Melbourne Vic. 

 

Deakin University are hosting a STEM Education Forum on Wednesday 19 October.  Please see the flyer for 

further information (available from Ed. ). 

 

African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) 
27-29 October 2016 

Maputo, Mozambique  

 

The 2016 International Conference of the African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge 

Systems (AASIKS) will take place from October 27 to October 29, 2016, at the Centro de Conferencias das 

TDM, Maputo, organized by AASIKS and the Universidade Pedagogica in Maputo, Mozambique. 

The conference theme is Promoting IKS for Continental Cooperation and Socioeconomic Development. 

 

 

mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
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2016 Indigenous Leaders Conference: Engagement and the Power of Choice  
10-11 November 2016. 

Darwin NT 

 

The third Indigenous Leaders Conference, 'Engagement and the Power of Choice' will be held at Charles 

Darwin University Casuarina Campus over two days from November 10 - 11, 2016. This event follows 

the highly successful 2014 and 2015 Indigenous Leadership Conferences, which attracted over 500 local, 

national and international participants. 

http://igce.cdu.edu.au/2016ilc 

 

Contemporary Approaches to Research Symposium 
24-25 November 2016 

Melbourne Vic. 

 

Deakin University invite you to join them for their symposium: Contemporary Approaches to Research in 

Mathematics, Science, Health and Environmental Education, to be held on November 24-25, at the Deakin 

City Centre. Expressions of Interest, consisting of a title and abstract, and identification of the 

methodological issue, are due by October 19. 

https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/steme/conferences/2016-contemporary-approaches-to-research-symposium/  

 

48
th

 Annual Australasian Science Education Research Association Conference (ASERA) 
27-30 June 2017 

Sydney NSW 

 

The 2017 ASERA Conference will be held at the University of Technology Sydney between 27-30 June. 

Further information can be found here -   

http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list should not 

to be interpreted as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2016 
 

October 

7-10 October: 20
th

 Biennial Inuit Studies Conference, St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada  

http://www.mun.ca/isc2016/ (Dec15) 

 

19 October: STEM Education Forum: Putting STEM under the microscope, Deakin University, Melbourne 

Vic. 

 

24-26 October: Limerick Symposium on Nature of Science in Science Education: Recent Debates and 

Future Directions, University of Limerick, Ireland http://epistem.ie/home-2/nos-symposium-2016/ (June16) 

 

26-28 October: 4
th

 International Conference of STEM in Education, Connecting Informal and Formal STEM 

Education. Beijing Normal University, Beijing http://stem.bnu.edu.cn/ (Oct15) 

 

http://igce.cdu.edu.au/2016ilc
https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/steme/conferences/2016-contemporary-approaches-to-research-symposium/
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017
http://www.mun.ca/isc2016/
http://epistem.ie/home-2/nos-symposium-2016/
http://stem.bnu.edu.cn/
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27-29 October: African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS), Maputo, 

Mozambique klangenhoven@uwc.ac.za or aasiksmanager@gmail.com (Aug16) 

 

30 October - 2 November: Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Mathematics Alliance Conference 2016, 

University of Wollongong and Sandon Point Aboriginal Tent Embassy Conference website (April16) 

 

November 

10-11 November: Indigenous Leaders Conference 2016, Darwin, NT http://igce.cdu.edu.au/2016ilc (Oct16) 

 

24-25 November: Contemporary Approaches to Research Symposium in Mathematics, Science, Health and 

Environmental Education, Deakin University, Melbourne Vic. 

https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/steme/conferences/2016-contemporary-approaches-to-research-symposium/ 

(Oct16) 

 

25-27 November: 1st Inter-regional Research Conference on Science and Mathematics Education 

Interfacing Arab and European Science and Mathematics Education Research, Science and Mathematics 

Education Center, Department of Education, American University of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/smec/Pages/1stInter-RegionalConference.aspx (June16) 

 

27 November - 1 December: Australian Association for Research in Education (AARE) Conference 2016, 

Transforming Education Research, Melbourne Cricket Ground, Melbourne, Victoria 

http://www.aareconference.com.au/ (June16) 

 

December 

8-10 December: The 32
nd

 ASET Annual International Conference, Taichung, Taiwan 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016aseten/ (June16) 

 

2017 
 

April 

22-25 April: National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST) conference, Grand Hyatt San 

Antonio, San Antonio, TX, USA (https://www.narst.org/index.cfm)  

 

May 

15-16 May: 19
th

 Annual International Conference on Education, Athens, Greece 

 

June 

27-30 June: 48
th

 ASERA Conference (Australasian Science Education Research Association), Sydney NSW 

(sponsored by University of Technology Sydney) http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-

sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017 (Oct16) 

 

July 

9-12 July: CONASTA 66: The art of science, Wrest Point Casino, Hobart, Tas http://asta.edu.au/conasta  

 

24-29 July: World Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on Education (WIPCE 2017) in Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada http://www.wipce2017.com/ 

 

mailto:klangenhoven@uwc.ac.za
mailto:aasiksmanager@gmail.com
http://ning.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f507f9c1579d2cb28cabc6494&id=404e7a2486&e=6373b44bd8
http://igce.cdu.edu.au/2016ilc
https://blogs.deakin.edu.au/steme/conferences/2016-contemporary-approaches-to-research-symposium/
http://www.aub.edu.lb/fas/smec/Pages/1stInter-RegionalConference.aspx
http://www.aareconference.com.au/
https://sites.google.com/site/2016aseten/
https://www.narst.org/index.cfm
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017
http://asta.edu.au/conasta
http://www.wipce2017.com/

