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NEWS and VIEWS  

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples: 9 August 2012 
  

Message of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  

  

In the five years since the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 

communities and individuals have been taking advantage of the reach of traditional and new media to tell 

their story and make their voices heard. 

  

The focus of this year’s International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples is "Indigenous Media, 

Empowering Indigenous Voices". From community radio and television to feature films and 

documentaries, from video art and newspapers to the internet and social media, indigenous peoples are using 

these powerful tools to challenge mainstream narratives, bring human rights violations to international 

attention and forge global solidarity. They are also developing their own media to reflect indigenous values 

and fight against myths and misconceptions.  

  

Indigenous voices are recounting compelling stories of how they are combating centuries of injustice and 

discrimination, and advocating for the resources and rights that will preserve their cultures, languages, 

spirituality and traditions. They offer an alternative perspective on development models that exclude the 

indigenous experience. They promote the mutual respect and intercultural understanding that is a 

precondition for a society without poverty and prejudice. 

  

On this International Day, I pledge the full support of the UN system to cooperate with indigenous peoples, 

including their media, to promote the full implementation of the Declaration. I also call on Member States 

and the mainstream media to create and maintain opportunities for indigenous peoples to articulate their 

perspectives, priorities and aspirations. 

  

Let us use the media – indigenous and non-indigenous, and especially new outlets – to create bridges and 

establish a truly intercultural world, where diversity is celebrated; a world where different cultures not only 

coexist but value each other for their contributions and potential. 

 

(27 July 2012, UNIC/PRESS RELEASE/093-2012, from the UN Secretary-General) 

  

  

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
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Indigenous Engagement with Science: Towards deeper understandings (Australia) 
Prepared by the Expert Working Group on Indigenous Engagement with Science as part of the Inspiring 

Australia initiative, April 2012 

 

Key findings 
The Expert Working Group on Indigenous Engagement with Sciences recognises the urgency of increasing 

the engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the development and communication of 

sciences in Australia. An important step in achieving this is understanding and valuing Indigenous 

knowledge systems, acknowledging the significant contribution that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples have already made to the development of science in Australia, and communicating this to the 

scientific and broader Australian community. 

 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have unique knowledge systems that can contribute to all 

fields of scientific endeavour, including science-based activities such as the management of Australia’s 

natural resources. However, the traditional science knowledge and skills of Australian Indigenous peoples 

are not just under-valued, they are also poorly resourced and the transfer of traditional knowledge and skills 

to future generations is critically threatened. 

 

Urgent action is therefore required to: 

 Maintain and enhance intergenerational transfer of Indigenous knowledge, while protecting the 

relationships between Indigenous people and their knowledge and skills; 

 Create new understandings of Indigenous knowledge systems to deepen the value and relevance of 

science in Australia, through the development of tools that improve the cultural competency of 

scientists and enable the full and equitable participation of Indigenous knowledge holders in the 

sciences; 

 Identify local and regional initiatives that protect and strengthen the ownership and integrity of 

Indigenous knowledge by aligning development initiatives with the growth and support of 

Indigenous livelihood; 

 Enable Indigenous priority setting by collaborating with and resourcing Indigenous communities, 

leaders, knowledge holders, researchers, trainees and students wherever possible in the 

communication and practice of science.  

 Influence research project design and evaluation to ensure that Indigenous people are empowered 

and Indigenous knowledge is protected; and to reward research outcomes that ensuring meaningful 

participation, appropriate protocols, data sharing and examination of sustainable investment and 

benefit to Indigenous people and communities. 

 Develop an Indigenous specific media and communication strategy engage Indigenous people in 

science and inform the broader Australian community of Indigenous achievements in science. 

 Develop education and outreach programs to engage Indigenous young people in the sciences. 

 

Unlike other Expert Working Groups contributing to the Inspiring Australia initiative, this group did not 

attempt a broad survey or consultation process in developing this report. It was strongly agreed by the 

members that the interests of remote Indigenous communities would not be met by attempting this within 

the time and resource constraints of the project. Rather, it will be essential to undertake future, dedicated 

work to ensure that traditional knowledge holders and language speakers are able to participate in a 

meaningful way in augmenting and implementing the recommendations of this report. 

 

The report can be downloaded from the Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research website, 

http://www.innovation.gov.au/ 

 

  

http://www.innovation.gov.au/
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Academic calls for end to race-based entitlement (Australia) 
Professor Marcia Langton argues for the benefits of developing a welfare system based on economic 

circumstances rather than Aboriginal heritage. This is a news item regarding her speech recently at the 

Melbourne Writers Festival. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-08-27/academic-calls-for-end-to-race-based-entitlement/4224378  

 

For the text of her speech, visit http://resources.news.com.au/files/2012/08/30/1226461/955291-aus-news-

file-marcia-langton-speech.pdf  

 

For a video of her presentation, go to http://www.themonthly.com.au/indigenous-exceptionalism-marcia-

langton-6139  

 

Review of Higher Education Access and Outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander People: Final Report (Australia) 
Recently an important review was released, called the Review of Higher Education Access and Outcomes 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People: Final Report (otherwise known as the Behrendt 

Report), the report is multi authored document by an expert panel driven by Professor Larissa Behrendt as 

chair, and including Professor Steven Larkin, Mr Robert Griew and Ms Patricia Kelly. It involved 

consultation across the sector, and includes a range of significant recommendations and outcomes. 

 

This report commissioned a range of other reports (referenced within the text) and was itself commissioned 

by the Federal Minister in charge of Higher Education. The final report was presented to Senator Evans last 

week, and it's most bold recommendation was immediately accepted by the Minister (parity for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander student enrolment). Importantly the report has far-reaching recommendations that 

go beyond higher education, in particular in terms of both tertiary prep and in VET contexts.  

 

The link to the report can be found here 

http://www.innovation.gov.au/HigherEducation/Indigenous/ReviewOfIndigenousHigherEducation/FinalRep

ort/index.html (follow the PRINT link to the side).   

 

Call for Papers for Special Issue. 

Insights on Learning Disabilities: From Prevailing Theories to Validated Practices 
Theme: “Diversity as Friend and Foe of Teaching and Learning Processes in Multicultural Contexts” 

Guest Editors: Charles B. Hutchison, Gloria Campbell-Whatley, and Greg Wiggan, University of North 

Carolina at Charlotte 

Publication Date: September 2013 

Purpose  

Why do otherwise brilliant international, cross-cultural, or contextual minority students and instructors 

underperform in certain teaching and learning environments? If certain, specific situations and processes are 

understood and eliminated, would these students and instructors fare better? What are some of these 

situations and processes? What are the success stories? 

 

The aim of this Special Issue of Insights on Learning Disabilities is to advance our understanding of the 

broader concept of diversity by illuminating classroom processes which result in differentiated learning 

outcomes for diverse students. This Special Issue holds the premise that a deeper examination of classroom 

environments and processes will shed new light on the challenges that are faced in diverse teaching and 

learning environments.  

 

Scope  
As the world shrinks into a smaller, global village thanks to the process of globalization and also the Internet, 

peoples of the world are increasingly finding themselves as the beneficiaries of the products of globalization; 

however, others are finding themselves as victims of cross-cultural trappings. In the context of teaching and 

learning, the birth of educational multiculturalism, which is a coincident movement with the process of 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-08-27/academic-calls-for-end-to-race-based-entitlement/4224378
http://resources.news.com.au/files/2012/08/30/1226461/955291-aus-news-file-marcia-langton-speech.pdf
http://resources.news.com.au/files/2012/08/30/1226461/955291-aus-news-file-marcia-langton-speech.pdf
http://www.themonthly.com.au/indigenous-exceptionalism-marcia-langton-6139
http://www.themonthly.com.au/indigenous-exceptionalism-marcia-langton-6139
http://www.innovation.gov.au/HigherEducation/Indigenous/ReviewOfIndigenousHigherEducation/FinalReport/index.html
http://www.innovation.gov.au/HigherEducation/Indigenous/ReviewOfIndigenousHigherEducation/FinalReport/index.html
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globalization, sought to address the inherent educational inequities that arise when different cultures interact 

in teaching and learning environments. In practice, the educational inequities in multicultural societies serve 

as fodder for the advantaging and disadvantaging of humans in multicultural teaching and learning 

environments. Concomitantly and by extrapolation, it is interesting to explore how different aspects of 

diversity—both at the global (i.e., especially international migrations) and local scales—interact with current 

teaching and learning practices in order to yield specific learning outcomes.   

 

In the United States, for example, teacher attrition is significantly higher in more racially diverse schools 

than in racially monolithic schools, and this phenomenon produces complex outcomes, including the 

labeling of otherwise capable students as disabled, and precipitating what is termed the “achievement gap” 

problem. In essence, whereas Unites State’s diversity of races, cultures, gender, religion, may be deemed as 

assets that can be leveraged towards instructional enrichment and better learning outcomes, these aspects of 

diversity are often the very factors that impede student learning. 

 

In this special issue, we seek articles that illuminate ways in which aspects of human diversity serve to either 

promote teaching and learning, or inhibit the same. Papers that address some of the following questions are 

encouraged:  

 What specific processes account for the struggles or successes of contextual minority students or 

teachers in their schools (this may include international, cross-cultural students and teachers)?  

 In the context of diverse school environments, what are some new insights or observations that may 

shed new light on processes by which students become progressively differentiated into “good” and 

“poor” learners? 

 Beyond the conventional theories in current literature, are there new theorizations that can help us to 

advance our understanding of classroom processes that precipitate disproportionate learning 

disabilities among certain populations? 

 What are some cognitive and psychological processes that impact the teaching and learning spaces of 

diverse learners?  

 What pedagogical practices account for the challenges and successes of those who succeed in 

challenging teaching and learning environments? 

 What issues and processes account for situations whereby otherwise successful students may struggle 

in a class or become labeled as “learning disabled”? 

 What are some innovative approaches that have been successfully used to combat any of the issues 

mentioned above? 

 

In this special issue, the factors of diversity may include, but are not limited to, racial, ethnic, cultural, 

religious, gender, and socio-economic issues. Consideration will be given to articles that address processes 

by which any defined diversity factors impact the mechanics of instruction, including, but not limited, to the 

following: 

 Teacher-student interactions 

 Teacher-administration interactions 

 Parent-teacher interactions 

 Student-student interactions 

 Teacher-teacher interactions 

 

The editors understand that the topics mentioned in this issue have been addressed in different disciplines 

and along different lines of emphasis, but for this issue, we are seeking an inter-disciplinary approach to the 

topic on hand. In effect, this special issue will explore the intersections of racial, ethnic, cultural, religious, 

gender, and socio-economic issues with any of the interactions mentioned above, and how such interactions 

impact teaching and learning.  

 

Deadlines and Submission Process  

To be considered for publication in this Special Issue, manuscripts must be received by January 31, 2013. 

Papers should be submitted as an e-mail attachment to Charles Hutchison, with “ILD Special Issue” in the 
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subject line) at: ILDSpecialIssue2013@gmail.com. All manuscripts will be double-blind reviewed in 

accordance with the submission procedures of Insights on Learning Disabilities journal. The editorial policy 

and manuscript submissions information of Insights on Learning Disabilities are available at 

http://www.ldworldwide.org/educators/ild-educators/200  

 

Request for Reviewers and Nominations for Reviewers 

The guest editors are seeking reviewers and nominations for potential reviewers to assist in the review 

process. Please send the contact information of reviewers and nominations for potential reviewers to Charles 

Hutchison at ILDSpecialIssue2013@gmail.com.  

 

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact Charles Hutchison at chutchis@uncc.edu or 

704-687-8885. 

 

The Venom Trail (Australia) 
Between the 10

th 
and 14

th
 September the Australian Venom Research Unit (AVRU) together with the 

Melbourne Graduate School of Education (MGSE) at the University of Melbourne hosted a group of ten 

middle-years high school students from the Maningrida Community School of north-eastern Arnhem Land. 

The students visited the University as part of a two-week ‘Venom Trail’ program developed collaboratively 

between the School and University to engage students with diverse science knowledge and practices. The 

first week of the program took place in Maningrida where students engaged in fieldwork collecting 

invertebrates, specifically the unique Arnhem Land tarantula and several scorpion species. They were led by 

local elders, the Maningrida Djelk Rangers and experts from the Australian Venom Research Unit (within 

the Department of Pharmacology), and the Melbourne Museum (Entomology Department). 

 

The field work was continued in Melbourne where students assisted in tracking, measuring and recording 

microbat activity in urban environments with researchers in the University’s Zoology Department (within 

the Science Faculty); aquatic sampling at Cumberland river on the Great Ocean Road with senior 

entomologists from the Melbourne Museum, followed by lab work at the Museum and some behind-the-

scenes tours of the live habitats at both the Museum and the Melbourne Zoo (Reptile House and Invertebrate 

Department). 

 

The Venom Trail will link to a recent NAB Schools Grant 

awarded to the Maningrida School for the development of a 

classroom terrarium, to house local invertebrates. The 

Melbourne program was designed to give the students some 

expert advice on housing and keeping live animals as well as 

introducing them to a spectrum of science activity at a 

variety of institutions. 

 

The Venom Trail was part of a larger program being 

developed by the interdisciplinary University team (AVRU 

and MGSE) that links to the School’s ‘Learning On Country’ 

program, which itself is a partnership with the Maningrida 

Djelk Rangers. The rangers spend a day per fortnight undertaking fieldwork with these students in the 

greater Maningrida area, linking traditional culture with land management practices. The University of 

Melbourne team is piloting an intensive science and literacy program, developed in collaboration with the 

school, that is intended to connect with the existing Learning On Country program at Maningrida.  

 

 

 

  

mailto:ILDSpecialIssue2013@gmail.com
http://www.ldworldwide.org/educators/ild-educators/200
mailto:ILDSpecialIssue2013@gmail.com
mailto:chutchis@uncc.edu
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INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Editorial Note 
This section of the Indigenous Science Network Bulletin has been included as a way for researchers in 

Indigenous Astronomy to communicate regarding their activities and research. Items are accepted for 

inclusion without review and with minimal editing. The editor assumes that any information provided by 

authors of the items is correct. 

 

Activities of Dr Ragbir Bhathal 
Dr Ragbir Bhathal from the University of Western Sydney gave an invited lecture of Aboriginal Astronomy 

to students doing Indigenous Studies at Nura Gili Indigenous Centre at the University of New South Wales. 

The lecture was very well attended and the students asked many interesting questions. 

 

Dr Ragbir Bhathal conducted hands-on physics experiments for Aboriginal students from the Greater 

Western Sydney region. The aim of the workshops is to encourage young Aboriginal boys and girls to 

consider taking up careers in science and engineering. At the moment there is a dearth of Aboriginal 

students who are studying engineering at Australian universities. According to Dr Bhathal hardly any 

Aboriginal students have passed through his first year engineering physics classes. There is an urgent need 

to get more Aboriginal children to undertake technical and engineering studies. The jobs are in engineering. 

Young Aboriginal boys and girls are losing out on the mining boom that is taking place in the land of their 

ancestors. They should be enjoying the benefits of the mining boom. 

 

Dr Ragbir Bhathal will be conducting hands-on workshops for Aboriginal students from country areas of 

New South Wales towards the end of the year. The workshop will introduce students to engineering studies. 

The workshops will also introduce the students to the rich cultural astronomical heritage of their parents and 

ancestors. 

 

An Interview on Aboriginal Astronomy 
A radio interview with Paul Curnow on Aboriginal Astronomy on Subatomic starts 6-minutes into the 

programme and goes for about 15 minutes:  

http://subatomicradio.wordpress.com/2012/09/10/subatomic-episode-two-mon-10th-sep-2012/ 

 

The Aboriginal Astronomy Project 
Outreach & Communication 

Dr Duane Hamacher (UNSW) and Prof Ray Norris (CSIRO/Macquarie) gave, or will give, the following 

talks and lectures on Aboriginal Astronomy: 

 

 Hamacher: Astronomy Seminar, Macquarie University (10 August) 

 Norris: Public Lecture, Australian Museum (20 September) 

 Hamacher: Physics Colloquium, University of New South Wales (25 September) 

 Hamacher: Guest Lecture ATSI-1012 (Aboriginal Sydney), UNSW (3 October) 

 Hamacher: Public Halloween Talk, Green Square Library (31 October) 

 Duane will be give a talk with Physics Nobel Laureate Prof. Brian Schmidt to the Small World 

Journeys in Cairns for the total solar eclipse (12 November) 

 Ray will be leading the Southern Sky Eclipse tour in Cairns with Dr. Fred Watson for the total solar 

eclipse (9-15 November). 

 Duane’s work at Nura Gili was featured in the article “From the field: Stories in the Sky”, Uniken 

Magazine, Spring 2012, Issue 66, pp. 22-23. 

 On 30 July, SBS Radio featured a program called “Were Australians the world's first astronomers?” 

with Duane Hamacher.  

 

mailto:R.Bhathal@uws.edu.au
mailto:starmanzone@adam.com.au
http://subatomicradio.wordpress.com/2012/09/10/subatomic-episode-two-mon-10th-sep-2012/
http://www.nuragili.unsw.edu.au/profileduanehamacher.html
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/people/rnorris/
http://physics.mq.edu.au/astronomy/AAAstroseminars/
http://australianmuseum.net.au/
http://www.phys.unsw.edu.au/phys_about/COLLOQUIA/2012/Duane%20Hamacher%20September%2025.pdf
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/2013/ATSI1012.html
http://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/15065-aboriginal-astronomy
http://blog.smallworldjourneys.com.au/dr-duane-hamacher/
http://blog.smallworldjourneys.com.au/dr-duane-hamacher/
http://australianmuseum.net.au/event/Southern-Sky-Eclipse-with-Dr-David-Malin/
http://uniken.unsw.edu.au/regulars/stories-sky
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/radio/episode/225988/Were-Australians-the-worlds-first-astronomers
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Our Facebook page, “Australian Aboriginal Astronomy Project”, has reached 144 “likes”. Join us on 

Facebook for information about upcoming events, talks, research, and other news. 

 

Research 

Duane Hamacher submitted a PhD thesis in December 2011 entitled “On the Astronomical Knowledge and 

Traditions of Aboriginal Australians”, which was accepted in September 2012. The thesis was completed 

through the Department of Indigenous Studies at Macquarie University. 

 

A pre-print of the paper “Orientations of Linear Stone Arrangements in New South Wales” by Duane 

Hamacher, Robert Fuller, and Ray Norris is now online. The paper has been accepted to the journal 

Australian Archaeology and will appear in the December 2012 issue (Vol. 75). 

 

The paper “Wurdi Youang: an Aboriginal stone arrangement with possible solar indications” by Ray Norris, 

Cilla Norris, Duane Hamacher, and Reg Abrahams has been accepted to the journal Rock Art Research and a 

pre-print will go online this week. Check here for details. 

 

Ray Norris and Duane Hamacher are contributing a chapter entitled “Ethnoastronomy in Australia” for the 

Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy, edited by Clive Ruggles (Springer Publications). 

 

In August, Duane attended a conference tour with the Meteoritics Society to visit impact craters in the 

Central Desert, including Henbury, Gosse’s Bluff (Tnorala), Kelly West, Amelia Creek, and Boxhole. 

Information collected on the trip will be included in a paper entitled “Aboriginal Oral Traditions of 

Australian Impact Craters”, co-authored with John Goldsmith of Curtin University in Perth. 

 

Duane is also writing a paper entitled “The Discovery and History of the Dalgaranga Meteorite Crater, 

Western Australia”. The crater was discovered by an Aboriginal stockman in 1921 and remains Australia’s 

first and smallest confirmed impact crater and the only impact in the world associated with a stony-iron 

meteorite (mesosiderite). This and the above paper will be submitted to Meteoritics & Planetary Science for 

publication, pending peer-review. 

 

Duane is also conducting research on aurorae, supernovae, astronomy in Dharawal rock art, geomythology 

in Gunditjmara Dreaming stories, and Maori views of meteors. 

 

Development 

The Aboriginal Views of the Sky project at Nura Gili, UNSW is now underway. Duane Hamacher is seeking 

Indigenous elders and custodians who would like to share their stories of the night sky. The stories must not 

be secret, as they will be accessible to the public (unless requested otherwise) and the custodians retain all 

rights to their stories. Stories may be filmed, written, or recorded on audio, which is at the discretion of the 

storyteller. If you are interested in sharing stories, please contact Duane at d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au or 02 

9385 2251. If any elders or custodians who wish to share stories will be in Cairns for the eclipse in 

November, please contact Duane to set up a friendly meet-and-greet. 

 

The Nura Gili Centre for Indigenous Programs at the University of New South Wales in Sydney is also 

looking for Indigenous students that wish to study science and mathematics at university (undergraduate or 

postgraduate). Please contact Nura Gili Director Prof. Martin Nakata (m.nakata@unsw.edu.au) or Duane 

Hamacher (d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au) if you would like to learn more. Nura Gili is now moving into a 

brand new, state-of-the-art facility on campus. 

 

National Space Science Conference, Melbourne 
This conference was held late in September 2012 and for the first time included a section on Indigenous 

Astronomy. John Morieson gave a presentation at the conference. You can access further information at 

www.assc.nssa.com.au 

 

https://www.facebook.com/aboriginalastronomyproject
http://unsw.academia.edu/DuaneHamacher/Papers/1909380/On_the_Astronomical_Knowledge_and_Traditions_of_Aboriginal_Australians
http://unsw.academia.edu/DuaneHamacher/Papers/1909380/On_the_Astronomical_Knowledge_and_Traditions_of_Aboriginal_Australians
http://unsw.academia.edu/DuaneHamacher/Papers/1907634/Orientations_of_Linear_Stone_Arrangements_in_New_South_Wales
http://unsw.academia.edu/DuaneHamacher/Papers
http://refworks.springer.com/mrw/index.php?id=4891
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2012/09/tour-in-central-desert-other-news.html
http://vimeo.com/user8882041
mailto:d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au
http://www.nuragili.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.nuragili.unsw.edu.au/profilemartinnakata.html
mailto:m.nakata@unsw.edu.au
mailto:d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au
http://www.assc.nssa.com.au/
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RESOURCES 

Journal for Activist Science and Technology 
We are pleased to announce release of Volume 4, Issue 1, of the Journal for Activist Science & Technology 

Education. This is a special issue dealing with Alberta's (Canada) controversial 'tar sands': 

 

http://www.wepaste.org/jaste4.1.html 

 

The issue was guest-edited by two doctoral students who have already made significant contributions to the 

science education literature, Erin Sperling and Jesse Bazzul.  

 

JASTE is an open-forum journal to stimulate discussion surrounding controversial issues associated with 

fields of science and technology and science and technology education.  

 

Larry Bencze & Steve Alsop (Co-Editors, JASTE) 

 

Indigenous Education Resource Update (Australia) 
Issue 18, August 2012 

http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/234/idString/i131  

 

Emphasis: Scientists in Schools (Australia)  
This is a newsletter about the CSIRO’s scientists in schools program. In the latest issue there are two items 

regarding scientists working with Indigenous students in two schools, in the Torres Strait and in the 

Northern Territory. 

 

You can download the newsletter from 

http://www.scientistsinschools.edu.au/downloads/newsletter/EMPHASiS_Issue_08_August_2012.pdf 

 

There is also a showcase to the NT program, Science meets Indigenous culture, at 

http://www.scientistsinschools.edu.au/showcase/vonSenden-wightman.htm 

 

Miriwoong Seasonal Calendar (Australia) 
The Miriwoong people live in the East Kimberly area of Western Australia, around Kununurra. They have 

set up a website through the Language and Culture Centre, Kununurra, at 

http://www.mirima.org.au/index.html.  

 

From here you can access their seasonal calendar which describes three seasons subdivided into eight sub-

seasons. This is illustrated with an interactive display and movie clip. Go to 

http://www.mirima.org.au/calendar/. 

 

Indigenous climate culture (Australia) 
This is a blog from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology relating to the Indigenous climates over the past 

20,000 years, with links to the Miriwoong seasonal calendar and the Bureau’s Indigenous Weather 

Knowledge website. The blog is at http://www.bom.gov.au/social/2012/07/indigenous-climate-culture/.  

 

The Bureau has also published a Reconciliation Action Plan 2012-2015, which can be viewed at 

http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/rap/.  

 

  

http://www.wepaste.org/jaste4.1.html
http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/234/idString/i131
http://www.scientistsinschools.edu.au/downloads/newsletter/EMPHASiS_Issue_08_August_2012.pdf
http://www.scientistsinschools.edu.au/showcase/vonSenden-wightman.htm
http://www.mirima.org.au/index.html
http://www.mirima.org.au/calendar/
http://www.bom.gov.au/social/2012/07/indigenous-climate-culture/
http://www.bom.gov.au/inside/rap/
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Interinstitutional Consortium for Indigenous Knowledge (ICIK) 
The Interinstitutional Consortium for Indigenous Knowledge, known as ICIK, is located at The 

Pennsylvania State University. ICIK is part of a global network comprised of more than 20 indigenous 

knowledge resource centers in North and South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania. ICIK is the 

only currently-active indigenous knowledge resource center located in the United States. Their website is at 

http://icik.psu.edu/.  

 

ICIK also has a newsletter which can be accessed at their website. Past issues are archived there. 

 

Mevlana International Journal of Education 
Mevlana International Journal of Education (MIJE) is an open access journal that publishes high-quality 

articles, in English, in all areas of education. All articles published in MIJE will be peer-reviewed. MIJE is 

published twice a year (one volume per year), in June and December 

 

MIJE is indexed in Turkish Educational Index, ASOS index, Index Copernicus, EBSCO Pub, Educational 

Research Abstracts (ERA) and Aniji. 

 

Coming issue (Volume 2, Issue 2 December 2012) will be publish at 30 December 2012. Deadline for this 

issue is 30 November 2012. We are waiting your high quality manuscript.  

 

Dr. Özgen KORKMAZ 

Editor of MIJE 

 

International Journal of Multicultural Education Vol 14, No 2 (2012): 
International Journal of Multicultural Education has just published its latest issue at http://www.ijme-

journal.org/index.php/ijme. We invite you to review the Table of Contents here and then visit our web site to 

review articles and items of interest. 

 

International Journal of Multicultural Education Vol 14, No 2 (2012): Special Issue: Challenging Anti-

Immigration Discourses in School and Community Contexts  

 

Table of Contents: http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/23 

 

Articles (Peer-reviewed): 

-------- 

Challenging Anti-Immigration Discourses in  School and Community Contexts 

 Martha Allexsaht-Snider, Cory A. Buxton, Ruth Harman 

 

Become History:  Learning from Identity Texts and Youth Activism in the Wake of Arizona SB1070 

 Django Paris 

 

Producing (im)Possible Peoples: Policy Discourse Analysis, In-state Resident Tuition, and Undocumented 

Students in American Higher Education 

 Ryan Evely Gildersleeve, Susan Hernandez 

 

Art and Text as Living Inquiry into Anti-Immigration Discourse 

 Christian Faltis 

 

Sobresalir: Latino Parent Perspectives on New Latino Diaspora Schools 

 Sarah Lipinoga Gallo, Stanton Wortham 

 

Complicating Culturally Relevant Pedagogy:  Unpacking African Immigrants' 

Cultural Identities 

http://icik.psu.edu/
mailto:Ozgen%20KORKMAZ%20%3cozgenkorkmaz@gmail.com%3e
mailto:Ozgen%20KORKMAZ%20%3cozgenkorkmaz@gmail.com%3e
http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme
http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme
http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/23
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 Keisha McIntosh Allen, Iesha Jackson, Michelle G. Knight 

 

Critical Performative Pedagogy: Emergent Bilingual Learners Challenge Local Immigration Issues 

 Ruth Harman, Kinga Varga-Dobai 

 

Preservice Teachers’ Perceptions of Immigrants and Possibilities of Transformative Pedagogy: 

Recommendations for a Praxis of "Critical Aethetics" 

 Morna McDermott, Nancy Rankie Shelton, Stephen G. Mogge 

 

Race, Language, and Schooling in Italy’s Immigrant Policies, Public Discourses, and Pedagogies 

 Stephanie Love, Manka M Varghese 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

Contemporary Approaches to Research in Mathematics, Science, Health and 

Environmental Education  
29–30 November 2012  

Deakin University Melbourne City Centre  

 

Sponsored by the Centre for Research in Educational Futures and Innovation in conjunction with the 

STEME Research Group The symposium will focus on practical and theoretical aspects of research 

methodology. It follows the highly successful symposia held annually from 1993 to 2005 and again in 2010 

and 2011, in which methodological techniques and issues – such as socio‐cultural perspectives, activity 

theory, capturing rich data, video ethnographic methods, data sets and statistical analysis, and research 

across and within cultures – have been discussed in a lively, informal setting. It is expected that academic 

researchers and higher degree research students will gain from the symposium. Please encourage your 

higher degree students to come even if you cannot attend. 

 

Expression of Interest: Presentations The closing date for expression of interest has been extended to 

Friday 21 September 2012.  

Presentations at the symposium will be organised into four to six sessions designed to promote focussed 

discussion of methodological issues broadly related to mathematics, science, health and environmental 

education. Each session will provide the opportunity for extended discussion of methodological issues – 

theoretical framing, design, instruments and their application, or approaches to analysis - following a 

number of brief, themed presentations. Each of the two days will feature a keynote speaker introducing a 

methodological perspective.  

 

Presentations will be of 10-15 minutes duration. Each presentation should briefly outline the research 

question being addressed and finish with the findings or likely outcomes of the research, but should focus 

mainly on the research methodology. Reports on work in progress are welcome.  

 

Presenters will be asked to submit a short written paper of about 3 to 5 pages for online publication in the 

symposium proceedings. For full details and a template, see the symposium website at 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/arts-ed/efi/conferences/math-symposium2011/ 

 

  

http://www.deakin.edu.au/arts-ed/efi/conferences/math-symposium2011
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2013 NARST Annual International Conference (National Association for Research in 

Science Teaching) 
Wyndham Río Mar, Río Grande, Puerto Rico 

6-9 April 2013 

 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS – closed 15 August 2012 

 

Theme—“The S in STEM Education: Policy, Research and Practice” 

We encourage NARST members to align their proposals, wherever it is conceptually feasible, with the 2013 

NARST theme that focuses on the “science” in STEM education, and perhaps the state of the science of 

STEM education. Although there is no universally agreed upon definition of STEM education, one that may 

be useful as a starting point is: “an interdisciplinary approach to learning where rigorous academic concepts 

are coupled with real-world lessons as students apply science, technology, engineering and mathematics in 

contexts that make connections between school, community, work, and the global enterprise, enabling the 

development of STEM literacy and with it the ability to compete in the new economy” (Tsupros, Kohler, & 

Hallinen, 2009). The idea of STEM education is forward looking, but also invites examination, examples, 

and critique. 

 

For more information visit the conference website, 

https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm. 

 

Anthropological Theory of Didactics 
21-26 April 2013 

Toulouse, France 

 

The research programme of the Anthropological Theory of Didactics is having its fourth conference on 21-

26 April in Toulouse, France. The deadline for uploading a 800-1000 word abstract is 30 September, 2012. 

Please find more information at: http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en 

 

The Anthropological Theory of Didactics (or ATD) is a research programme that studies the phenomena that 

are characteristic of teaching and learning. Beginning with the recognition that any teaching system includes 

the teacher, the learner and, importantly, the taught content, ATD has developed from a mainly descriptive 

theoretical framework to a structure that includes both analytic and normative notions. 

 

Although it was developed in a mathematics context, the theoretical notions from the ATD framework have 

proven to be strong tools for both analysis and design in subjects such as biology and physics, and even 

music. ATD is based on the fundamental constructivist premise that learners cannot passively receive 

knowledge that is transmitted from a teacher, but must re-construct that knowledge actively for themselves. 

Acknowledging that designing and understanding teaching situations in various disciplines cannot be 

undertaken with a one-method-fits-all approach, ATD provides the tools to tailor an analytic or design 

course to your specific needs 

 

WorldSTE2013 Call for Papers 
29 September - 3 October, 2013 

Kuching, Malaysia 

 

Want to be part of what is shaping up to be the premiere science and technology education event of 2013? 

Well now is your opportunity… The World Conference on Science and Technology Education 

(WorldSTE2013) is proud to announce the Call for Papers. With diverse topics and a unique destination that 

will inspire, WorldSTE2013 promises to bring the world of science and technology education to teachers, 

educators, policy officers and scientists worldwide. 

 

https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm
http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
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The paper submission process can be viewed by clicking on this link 

http://worldste2013.org/conference/call-for-papers.html 

 

The deadline for paper submissions is 31 December 2012. 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Kuching, Malaysia, 29 September - 3 October, 2013, for the most 

anticipated WorldSTE Conference ever. 

 

“Live Science, Love Learning, Create Change” 

 

Fifth International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education (CoSMEd 2013) 
11-14 November 2013 

Penang, Malaysia 

 

Conference Theme: Empowering the Future Generation through Science and Mathematics Education 

 

Conference Tracks 

1. Assessing Student Performance (School-based, Centralised International) 

2. Internationalising the Curriculum( 21st Century Skills, Sustainable Environment, World Peace) 

3. Transforming the Learning Environment 

4. Developing Innovative Learners 

5. Using Technology as Enablers 

6. Enhancing Teacher Professional Learning Communities (Lesson Study, Peer Coaching) 

7. Engaging the Z-gen (Game-based learning, Social Network) 

8. Learning beyond the Classroom (Museum, Science Centre, Science Fairs, Field Trips, Involving the 

Public) 

 

For more information visit http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list is not to be 

read as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2012 
 

October 2012 

12-15 October: International Conference on Science Education 2012 (ICSE2012, Nanjing, China)  

Nanjing University, Nanjing, China http://edu.nju.edu.cn/zbh/icse2012/ (April12) 

 

17-26 October: 9th International Conference on Hands-on Science (HSCI'2012) including 1st Children 

Summit on Science and Environmental Education (HSCI-EE), Antalya, Turkey (www.hsci2012.org) 

(June12) 

 

18-20 October: 2012 IHPST Conference, Seoul National University (SNU), Seoul, South Korea 

http://ihpst2012.snu.ac.kr (June12) 

 

http://worldste2013.org/conference/call-for-papers.html
http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html
http://edu.nju.edu.cn/zbh/icse2012/
http://www.hsci2012.org/
http://ihpst2012.snu.ac.kr/
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29 October – 3 November: XV IOSTE International Symposium, Yasmine Hammamet, Tunisia 

(http://www.inedp.org/?conference=ioste-XV&schedConf=Thematic&schedConf=Thematic) (April 2012) 

November 2012 

4-7 November: Seventh International Conference on Science, Mathematics & Technology Education. 

Transformations through Science, Mathematics and Technology Education: Towards an Innovative and 

Sustainable Society. Muscat, Oman (http://smec.curtin.edu.au/index2.cfm) (Feb12) 

 

24-27 November: 2nd STEM in Education Conference, Beijing China (http://stem2012.bnu.edu.cn/cfp.html) 

(June12) 

 

29–30 November: Contemporary Approaches to Research in Mathematics, Science, Health and 

Environmental Education, Deakin University Melbourne City Centre (http://www.deakin.edu.au/arts-

ed/efi/conferences/math-symposium2011) (Oct12) 

 

December 2012 

5-7 December: The 2012 National Indigenous Health Conference, Gold Coast, Queensland 

(http://www.indigenoushealth.net/) (June12) 

 

2013 
 

January 2013 

7-11 January: epiSTEME 5: Fifth International Conference to Review Research on Science, Technology and 

Mathematics Education. Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education, TIFR, Mumbai, India 

(http://episteme5.hbcse.tifr.res.in/) (June12) 

 

17-20 January: International Science, Mathematics and Technology Education Conference (ISMTEC) 2013, 

Bangkok International Trade & Exhibition Centre Thailand. The conference theme is, “Transforming 

Science, Mathematics and Technology Education." (http://www.ismtec2013.org/) (June12) 

 

April 2013 

6-9 April: NARST International Conference, Rio Grande, Puerto Rico. 

(https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm) (Oct12) 

 

21-26 April: Anthropological Theory of Didactics, Toulouse, France. 

(http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en) (Oct12) 

 

July 2013 

2-5 July: ASERA Conference 2013, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, NZ 

(http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf)  

 

6-9 July: CONASTA 62, Celebrating Science, Melbourne, Vic. Website not up yet. 

 

September 2013 
29 September – 3 October: 4

th
 World Conference 2013, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 

(http://www.worldste2013.org/) (April12) 

 

November 2013 

11-14 November: Fifth International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education (CoSMEd 2013), 

Penang, Malaysia (http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html) (Oct12) 

 

 

  

http://www.inedp.org/?conference=ioste-XV&schedConf=Thematic&schedConf=Thematic
http://smec.curtin.edu.au/index2.cfm
http://stem2012.bnu.edu.cn/cfp.html
http://www.deakin.edu.au/arts-ed/efi/conferences/math-symposium2011
http://www.deakin.edu.au/arts-ed/efi/conferences/math-symposium2011
http://www.indigenoushealth.net/
http://www.hbcse.tifr.res.in/
http://episteme5.hbcse.tifr.res.in/
http://www.ismtec2013.org/
https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm
http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf
http://www.worldste2013.org/
http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html
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Future Australasian Science Education Research Association (ASERA) conferences 

2013 – Wellington, NZ (host: NZ Council for Educational Research) 

2014 – Melbourne (host: Monash University) 

2015 – Perth (host: University of Western Australia) 

2016 – Canberra (host: University of Canberra) 


