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NEWS and VIEWS  

Feral cat management on Indigenous lands 
Researchers from the Northern Australia hub of the National Environmental Research Program are working 

with Indigenous rangers to understand what feral cats are doing on country, and how to manage their 

impacts on native mammals. 

 

Many native mammal species are in rapid and broad-scale decline across the country, even in relatively 

well-resourced conservation reserves such as Kakadu National Park. Cats, changed fire patterns, weeds, 

cane toads and diseases could all be part of the problem. 

 

Feral cats can be almost invisible to land 

managers, but are thought by ecologists to be one 

of the most significant factors affecting native 

mammal populations across northern Australia. 

 

The Northern Australia hub’s research aims to 

bring together Indigenous and western science to 

better understand the impact feral cats may be 

having. More information about the research is 

available online, or you can watch excerpts from 

SBS program Insight about feral cats, featuring 

Indigenous ranger Terrah Guymala and researcher 

Alys Stevens.  

 

Photo: NT Department of Land Resource Management 

 

Call for Proposals: School Science and Mathematics Journal Special Issue on Integrated 

STEM Education 
The School Science and Mathematics Journal editorial staff requests the submission of manuscripts for an 

upcoming special issue on Integrated STEM Education. In a growing era of STEM related policy, research, 

and practice, there is an emerging need to disseminate cutting edge educational research focused on 

Integrated STEM Education in PK-20.  In particular, we are seeking manuscripts on integrated STEM 

research in the following areas: 

 

• Implications of STEM related policy at the federal, state, or local levels 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
http://www.nerpnorthern.edu.au/research/projects/42
http://vimeo.com/63803328
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• Studies of teachers and or schools/districts implementing Integrated STEM programs and/or themed 

schools 

• Early childhood Integrated STEM experiences  

• Integration of STEM careers into K-12 curriculum 

• Partnerships between private and public organizations, higher education, and K-12 schools to address 

regional, state, or national STEM talent shortages 

• Studies of the impact of integrated STEM instruction on student achievement in science and/or 

mathematics  

 

Manuscripts need to be submitted by June 30, 2013 through the Scholar One website 

(mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ssm). Please indicate in your cover letter that your manuscript is to be 

considered for the Integrated STEM special issue and submit the paper as an integrated paper. The STEM 

special issue will be published in early 2014. 

 

Carla C. Johnson, Editor 

University of Cincinnati 

 

Call for papers Special Issue:  Cultural Studies of Rural Science Education  
In: Cultural Studies of Science Education  

Issue Editors: David E. Long and Leanne M. Avery  

 

Special Issue Focus:  
Rural communities have traditionally been marginalized in their access to and engagement in science education 

discourse. Historically, rural communities have been perceived as “ill equipped to run their own schools and 

prepare students to be economically competitive and productive in a modernizing world” (Schafft & Jackson, 

2011, p. 1). However, these communities now have advocates in academia who recognize the value rural 

communities offer their students and acknowledge the ways in which rural contexts can be rich environments for 

learning science. Through diverse collaboration with rural schools and communities, students who were once 

delegitimized for the local science and engineering knowledge they acquired in contexts such as family settings, 

community event sites, and other natural environments, are now being valued (Avery, 2013; Avery & Kassam, 

2011). An expanded socio-cultural analysis of science education works to lay equal access and success 

conditions for many currently outside hegemonic understandings of science through education. It also works to 

diversify and hybridize research approaches in the spirit of epistemological curiosity, and spurs new avenues of 

thought. A rich analysis of rurality leads to a fuller, more ethnologically honest picture of the problems and 

resources for insight in science education. Consequently, metrocentism will no longer be the privileged voice in 

the conversation.  

 

Journals such as Cultural Studies of Science Education, guided explicitly by an ethos of cosmopolitanism, have 

developed for their part a rich literature addressing inequity. However, missing from both this epistemological 

framing and viewpoint, as this special issue proposal suggests, is an even broader perspective that will challenge 

this dominant ethos which has framed science education discourse, research, culture, policy, and direction over 

the past decade. In so doing, it aims to change the conversation by moving beyond the polarizing perspective of 

urban versus rural (which in itself is blind to diversity), inspiring/cultivating fresh and innovative directions, and 

spurring new avenues of thought and scholarship. This special issue calls on education researchers who work in 

science education and rural studies to develop theoretical pieces, empirical pieces, and rich forum discussions 

that ask and probe what the field of science education can learn from the rural. As we assert, rurality is a real 

positionality; “another light to be found” in Tobin's words (2008). Therefore, this issue aims to illuminate the 

value, utility and diversity of rurality in its own right. Rural contexts are rich environments for cultivating 

scientific knowledge, hence framing a critical pedagogy of teaching and learning and other ways of knowing that 

go beyond curricula (Avery & Kassam, 2011), organizations, institutions, and the current metrocentric 

framework that defines what is and what is not rural. 

 

For more information contact:  
David E. Long (dlong9@gmu.edu) and  

Leanne Avery (Leanne.Avery@oneonta.edu) 

mailto:dlong9@gmu.edu
mailto:Leanne.Avery@oneonta.edu
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Special Thematic Issue Call for Papers  

Revista Brasileira de Pesquisa em Educação em Ciências (RBPEC) Brazilian Journal of 

Research in Science Education  
Environmental Discourses in Science Education: Contributions to Democracy, Citizenship and Social 

Justice.  

 

Environmental education (EE) is historically connected with science education. In addition, research in the 

field of EE aims at engaging students in practices that deepen their understanding of fundamental human 

connections to the natural world in order to promote the development of greener societies. However, the 

current state of education as a commodity and an element in society that contributes to perpetuate social 

inequalities, there is a growing need to expand environmental education to include issues of social justice, 

democracy and citizenship. After all, “we are the environment.”  

 

In this context, the Brazilian Journal of Research in Science Education (RBPEC), whose internationalization 

process is currently underway, is preparing a special issue on environmental discourses in the context of 

science education and their contributions to the development of social justice, democracy and citizenship. 

This thematic issue is being organized by guest editors Giuliano Reis (University of Ottawa) and Alandeom 

Oliveira (State University of New York at Albany).  

 

Manuscripts for this issue will be published in Portuguese, English, Spanish or French. The following types 

of manuscripts will be accepted: theoretical, methodological, research or position papers. Once the abstracts 

have been accepted by the invited editors (“peer review”), the full manuscripts must be submitted for review 

by two anonymous qualified reviewers ("double-blind" system). More details will be provided later in the 

process.  

 

We count on your contribution!  

 

Schedule  

15/AUGUST/2013  

 

Deadline for abstract 

submission. * ‡  

15/SEPTEMBER/2013  Notification of 

acceptance/refusal of 

abstracts.  

15/OCTOBER/2013  Deadline for full manuscript 

submission. ** ‡  

* maximum of 400 words in length.  

** maximum of 3,500 words in length, including references.  

 

Associação Brasileira de Pesquisa em Educação em Ciências (http://www.nutes.ufrj.br/abrapec/) 

Revista Brasileira de Pesquisa em Educação em Ciências (http://revistas.if.usp.br/rbpec/) 

Contato da revista: editoriarbpec@gmail.com  

 

Critical Race and Whiteness Studies Call for Special Issue proposals 
Critical Race and Whiteness Studies (formerly the Australian Critical Race and Whiteness Studies 

Association ejournal) is currently calling for Special Issue proposals. The journal publishes peer-reviewed 

articles in the area of critical race and whiteness studies from a wide range of areas in the Humanities, Social 

Sciences, Education and Law. CRWS content is available freely on an open access basis and is aggregated 

by the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ).  

 

The journal’s editorial board encourages Special Issue proposals on any aspect of critical race and whiteness 

studies scholarship. The board is particularly interested in receiving Special Issue proposals on the following 

topics: 

http://www.nutes.ufrj.br/abrapec/
http://revistas.if.usp.br/rbpec/
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 CRWS and media industries, including film, television and new media 

 CRWS and sport 

 CRWS and masculinities  

 CRWS and critical geography, especially with regards to the rural 

 

To submit a proposal please include: 

 Title 

 Abstract (400-500 words) 

 Bio of Editors and Track record 

 

Where possible please also include: 

 List of Contributors and affiliations 

 Abstracts of papers 

 Desired date of publication 

 

Critical Race and Whiteness Studies is an open-access peer-reviewed online publication. As an online 

journal, we are keen to accept proposals that utilise new or interactive media (subject to Copyright 

Requirements). More information about the journal can be found here: http://www.acrawsa.org.au/ejournal/  

 

Proposals and enquiries should be sent to the journal’s editor, Dr. Holly Randell-Moon: 

acrawsaejournal@acrawsa.org.au  

 

Dr. Holly Randell-Moon 

Department of Media, Film and Communication 

6th Floor Richardson Building 

Central Campus 

University of Otago 

Dunedin 9016 

New Zealand 

  

Editor 

Critical Race and Whiteness Studies 

http://www.acrawsa.org.au/ejournal/ 

 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Dr Ragbir Bhathal’s activities  
Dr Ragbir Bhathal (R.Bhathal@uws.edu.au) is running a series of engineering physics programs for young 

Aboriginal students to interest them in careers in engineering.  Hopefully this will help the young boys and 

girls to benefit from the mining industry and other technical jobs where the jobs are.  The program also 

discusses Aboriginal astronomy so that the students get to know the rich heritage of Aboriginal  astronomy.  

 

 
  

https://mail.batchelor.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=4148847c23e148ce96ef5c1f52bfa139&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.acrawsa.org.au%2fejournal%2f
https://mail.batchelor.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=4148847c23e148ce96ef5c1f52bfa139&URL=mailto%3aacrawsaejournal%40acrawsa.org.au
https://mail.batchelor.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=4148847c23e148ce96ef5c1f52bfa139&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.acrawsa.org.au%2fejournal%2f
mailto:R.Bhathal@uws.edu.au


5 

 

 

RESOURCES 

International Journal of Multicultural Education (IJME), 15(1) 
International Journal of Multicultural Education (IJME) has just published its latest issue at http://ijme-

journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current. We invite you to review the Table of Contents here and then visit 

our web site to review articles and items of interest. 

 

We also invite you to submit your work and pass the publication announcement to any interested party.  

 

IJME was accessed by readers from 150 countries in 2012 and its 3-year average acceptance rate is 14%. It 

also publishes a companion blog site 

(http://ijme-journal.blogspot.com/) where you can find interviews with multicultural education scholars and 

practitioners. 

 

Thank you for your continued interest in the journal.  

Heewon Chang, Ph.D. 

Editor-in-Chief, IJME 

 

International Journal of Multicultural Education Vol 15, No 1 (2013): Open Theme Issue Table of Contents 

http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/Vol.%2015%2C%20No.%201%20%282013%29%3A 

 

Articles (Peer-reviewed) 

Decoteau J. Irby, Harry Bernard Hall, Marc L Hill. Schooling Teachers, Schooling Ourselves: Insights and 

Reflections from Teaching K-12 Teachers How to Use Hip-hop to Educate Students 

 

Masakazu Matsumoto. Political Theorizing and Policy Implications: The Case of a Rawlsian Approach to 

Multicultural Education 

 

Navin Kumar Singh. Globalization and Multilingualism: Case Studies of Indigenous Culture-based 

Education from the Indian Sub-continent and Their Implications 

 

AnnMarie Gunn, Susan Bennett, Linda Shuford Evans, Barbara J. Peterson, James L. Welsh. 

Autobiographies in Preservice Teacher Education:  A Snapshot Tool for Building a Culturally Responsive 

Pedagogy 

 

Praxis Articles (Peer-reviewed) 

Susan M Landt. Books for Boys:  Multicultural Literature with Strong Male Characters 

 

Hector Y. Adames, Milton A. Fuentes, Dinelia Rosa, Nayeli Y. Chavez-Dueñas. Multicultural Initiatives 

Across Educational Contexts in Psychology: Becoming Diverse in Our Approach 

 

Marilee Coles-Ritchie. Reading and Analyzing Ethnographies through Literature Circles:  A Praxis Model 

for Encouraging Multicultural Educators 

 

International Journal of Environmental & Science Education  
New issue of International Journal of Environmental & Science Education is available at: 

http://ijese.com/currentissue.htm 

 

Dr. Mehmet Bahar  

Editor 

 

http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current
http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current
http://ijme-journal.blogspot.com/
http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/Vol.%2015%2C%20No.%201%20%282013%29%3A
http://ijese.com/currentissue.htm
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Indigenous Education Resource Update (Australia) 
Issue 24, May 2013 

http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/242/idString/czeblq1892 

 

Handbook of Research on Science Education 
Abrams, E., Yore, L.D., Bang, M., Brayboy, B., Castagno, A., Kidman, J., Lee, H., Villanueva, M. G., Wang, 

M. H., Webb, P., & Yen, C-F.  (in press).  Culturally relevant schooling in science for Indigenous learners 

worldwide: Stressing the all in science literacy for all. In N.G. Lederman (Ed.).  Handbook of Research on 

Science Education (pp. TBA).  Mahwah, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum. 

The next Handbook of Research on Science Education will contain a chapter, entitled Culturally Relevant 

Schooling in Science for Indigenous Learners Worldwide: Stressing the All in Science Literacy for All.  The 

chapter addresses provocative, pressing, and passionate issues about what it means to offer culturally 

relevant schooling in science to indigenous learners.  The multinational and multiethnic author team looks 

beyond the debate on the differences and similarities between Western Modern Science and Traditional 

Ecological Knowledge and Wisdom to identify potential solutions and productive research inquiries 

regarding how to support indigenous people to realize their goals regarding science literacy and STEM 

career opportunities for their children. In addition, the chapter describes ways to establish productive 

research environments with indigenous learners that call upon indigenous scholars and educators along with 

nonindigenous allies to work in ways that actively prioritize indigenous self-determination, transformation 

and healing.  The new Handbook of Research on Science Education is schedule for publication in 

December, 2013.   

 

Recent articles and books 
Bissett, Susan Zela (2012). Bala ga lili: Meeting Indigenous learners halfway. Australian Journal of 

Environmental Education, 28, 78-91, doi:10.1017/aee.2013.2 

 
Abstract The author’s experience of the day-to-day issues faced as an educator in an Aboriginal school are recounted, along with 

perspectives gained as part of a research project. The proposition is argued that an Education for Sustainability approach, where 

learning is structured around a negotiated environmental issue within local community, represents a cultural accommodation or 

halfway point between mainstream formal schooling and the needs of Indigenous learners. This article contends that such an 

educative approach meets Indigenous learners ‘halfway’, through compatibility with Indigenous values frameworks and 

employing culturally appropriate pedagogical methods. The argument is made that by demonstrating a willingness to negotiate 

worthwhile environmentally based projects that address community ecological concerns, EfS may be able to improve community 

support and mitigate impediments to the engagement of Indigenous learners with formal education. A critical pedagogy of place 

(Grunewald, 2003) is discussed as a theoretical framework that combines place-based pedagogy with empowering educational 

theory. Indigenous learners’ connection with place is recognised in this approach and ascribed a positive rather than negative 

value. 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

2013 International Workshop on Indigenous People's Science Education 
Pingtung, Taiwan 

18-19 July 2013 

 

The 2013 international Workshop on Indigenous People's Science Education will be held on July 18th-19th, 

Pingtung, Taiwan   

http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/242/idString/czeblq1892
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Maybe we’ll meet at the ASERA Conference in Wellington, Aotearoa New Zealand, 

early in July.

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list is not to be 

read as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2013 
 

June 2013 

13-15 June: Native American and Indigenous Studies Association 2013 Conference, Saskatoon SK, Canada 

(http://www.naisa.usask.ca/) (Feb13) 

 

19-25 June: IHPST 2013 Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, USA  http://conference.ihpst.net. (Feb13) 

 

http://www.naisa.usask.ca/
http://conference.ihpst.net./
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26-28 June: Thirteenth International Diversity in Organizations, Communities and Nations Conference, 

Charles Darwin University, Darwin, Australia (http://ondiversity.com/home) (Dec12) 

 

July 2013 

2-5 July: ASERA Conference 2013, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, NZ 

(http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf)  

 

7-10 July: CONASTA 62, Celebrating Science, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Vic. Website not up yet, 

check at http://asta.edu.au/  

 

15-17 July: Asia-Pacific Science, Technology & Society Network – Biennial Conference 2013, Knowing, 

Making, Governing, Singapore (http://www.apstsn2013.com/) (Dec12) 

 

18-19 July: 2013 International Workshop on Indigenous People’s Science Education, National Pingtung 

University of Education, Taiwan (R.O.C) Theme: Building the cultural foundation of Indigenous People: 

Developing Science Education Course (http://icn.ncu.edu.tw/2013IWISE/index.asp) (April13) 

 

August 2013 

9-12 August: 2013 Garma Festival, Garma’wu Buku_lunggthurra – Getting people together. Nhulunbuy, 

NT, Australia (http://www.yyf.com.au/) (Feb13) 

 

September 2013 
2-7 September: 10th Conference of the European Science Education Research Association (ESERA), 

Nicosia, Cyprus (http://www.esera2013.org.cy/) (Feb13) 

 

29 September – 3 October: 4
th

 World Conference 2013, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 

(http://www.worldste2013.org/) (April12) 

 

November 2013 

11-14 November: Fifth International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education (CoSMEd 2013), 

Penang, Malaysia (http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html) (Oct12) 

 

25-27 November: 2013 National Indigenous Health Conference, Pullman Cairns International, Cairns, 

Australia (http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm) (Feb13) 

 

December 2013 

5-6 December: Australian Critical Race and Whiteness Studies Association conference, ‘Mapping Your 

Law/Lore’ The Sebel, Mandurah, Western Australia (http://www.acrawsa.org.au/conference/) (April13) 

 

 

 

Future Australasian Science Education Research Association (ASERA) conferences 

2013 – Wellington, NZ (host: NZ Council for Educational Research) 

2014 – Melbourne (host: Monash University) 

2015 – Perth (host: University of Western Australia) 

2016 – Canberra (host: University of Canberra) 

 

NARST 2014 Annual International Conference 

Pittsburgh, PA, USA 

30 March – 2 April  

 

The 2014 IOSTE Conference will be held in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia. No dates as yet. 

 

http://ondiversity.com/home
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf
http://asta.edu.au/
http://www.apstsn2013.com/
http://icn.ncu.edu.tw/2013IWISE/index.asp
http://www.yyf.com.au/
http://www.esera2013.org.cy/
http://www.worldste2013.org/
http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html
http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm
https://mail.batchelor.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=272389ed32b44a01b09cd58b916e8f97&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.acrawsa.org.au%2fconference%2f

