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If you take a walk in Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, about 50km from central Sydney, you will come 

across an engraving of a large emu in the tessellated sandstone overlooking the surrounding countryside. On 

a clear night, this site gives a panoramic view of the heavens with its twinkling stars and the bright streak of 

our home galaxy, the Milky Way. 

 

Most people pass by the engraving without taking much notice of it. Sadly, they miss the essence of what 

the unknown Aboriginal artist was saying. Engraved on the ground is a reflection of the shape of an emu 

visible in the dark patches of the Milky Way.  

 

 
The heavenly emu’s earthly counterpart. [Ragbir Bhathal] 

 

It was much more clearly visible hundreds or thousands of years ago, in a pristine night sky with no nearby 

city lights. What the artist has done is given us the underlying philosophy of the social and cultural life and 

beliefs of the region’s people – and one of the most profound statements in the history of human ideas.  

The idea was clearly articulated by Mowalijarlai, a Ngarinyin tribal elder, in his book Yorro Yorro, which 

says:  

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/kuringgai-chase-national-park
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/research/AboriginalAstronomy/Examples/emu.htm
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/research/AboriginalAstronomy/Examples/emu.htm
http://www.atnf.csiro.au/research/AboriginalAstronomy/Examples/emu.htm
https://www.magabala.com/body-mind-and-spirit/yorro-yorro.html
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Everything under Creation is represented in the soil and in the stars. Everything has two witnesses, one on 

Earth and one in the sky. 

 

This view of how the universe works – that things happen on Earth in the same way as they do in the 

heavens – has parallels in the theory set out by the great English physicist Isaac Newton in the 17th century.  

 

His mathematical formulation is well known to first-year university physics and engineering students as the 

law of universal gravitation, which solved the problem of planetary motion that had plagued the minds of 

Chinese, Indian, Muslim and Mediterranean intellectuals since the 4th century.  

 

What Newton was also saying was that the physical laws that govern our world are universal – truly, the 

heavens do mirror the Earth because they are part of the same picture. The 1957 Nobel Prize winner, Tsung-

Dao Lee, wrote: 

Since the beginning of physics, symmetry considerations have provided us with an extremely powerful and 

useful tool in our effort to understand nature. 

 

Cook’s solar odyssey 

Many Australians might not realise it, but astronomy and physics have had a profound influence on the 

history of Australia and its Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. When Captain James Cook first set 

out on his monumental journey to the South Seas, he was aiming to help solve one of the crucial scientific 

questions of the age: the distance from Earth to the Sun, which he sought to measure by timing the transit of 

Venus across the face of the Sun, from a position as far as possible from other observers in the northern 

hemisphere.  

 

It was a scientific venture supported by King George III, the Royal Society of London, and the Admiralty. 

Cook gave the scientific establishment its prize. His figure was not very far off from today’s accepted 

distance of 1.496 x 10⁸km. 

 

The mission turned political when Cook opened a letter which gave him further instructions to find a 

continent in the South Seas. That was the beginning of the disaster that was waiting to befall the Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islanders.  

 

Their continent and the islands were to be stolen from under their feet without their realising it. To cut a 

long story short, despite Cook having shot and wounded a “native” when he landed at Botany Bay in 1770, 

Australia was proclaimed by Britain to be terra nullis (“nobody’s land). According to Manning Clark: 

On 12 August 1770 at Possession Island … Cook hoisted the English colours and in the name of His Majesty 

King George III took possession of the whole eastern coast … and fired three volleys of small arms which 

were answered by a like number from the ship. So began the progress towards the concept of terra nullis. 

 

The deed was done. 

 

Mabo’s astronomical fight 

More than 200 years later the concept of terra nullius was challenged by Eddie Mabo, a gardener at James 

Cook University, in the High Court of Australia. Here, Torres Strait Islanders used the grand idea that the 

laws of physics are the same on land and in the heavens to help overturn Cook’s pronouncement.  

 

The manner in which it was done makes fascinating reading. In the process two laws came into prominence: 

Malo’s law (the law of the land) and the law of the Stars of the Tagai (the law of the heavens).  

 

The Stars of the Tagai and its associated stars (the Pleiades and Orion) were first studied by Cambridge 

scholars on an expedition to the Torres Strait Islands in 1898. For the islanders themselves, the stars of the 

Tagai are a representation of their ancestral sky hero. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newton%27s_law_of_universal_gravitation
https://www.amazon.com/Particle-Physics-Introduction-Contemporary-Concepts/dp/3718600331
https://archive.org/details/popularhistoryof00clerrich
https://archive.org/details/popularhistoryof00clerrich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_unit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Astronomical_unit
http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=5834592296&searchurl=tn%3Dhistory%2Baustralia%2Bearliest%2Btimes%2Bage%2Bmacquarie%26sortby%3D17
http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=5834592296&searchurl=tn%3Dhistory%2Baustralia%2Bearliest%2Btimes%2Bage%2Bmacquarie%26sortby%3D17
http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=5834592296&searchurl=tn%3Dhistory%2Baustralia%2Bearliest%2Btimes%2Bage%2Bmacquarie%26sortby%3D17
https://archive.org/details/reportsofcambrid02hadd
https://archive.org/details/reportsofcambrid02hadd
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But crucially, besides this symbolism the islanders also used these stars to foretell the seasons, providing 

them with a way to organise their fishing, agricultural, ritual and social life. The stars told them when it was 

time to go fishing, when to plant crops, and when to harvest them.  

 

In court, the stars provided tangible evidence that they had been tilling their lands and using them 

productively – that they were not nomads but rather had a firm connection to the land.  

 

The law of the heavens was intimately related to Malo’s law, the law of the land, which gave them 

ownership of the land which passed from one generation to another. Just as the stars had to follow a law and 

a path in the heavens, so did the traditional owners have to follow Malo’s law, as they explained to the court:  

 

Malo tag mauki mauki (Malo keeps his hands to himself; he does not touch what is not his); 

Teter mauki mauki (He does not permit his feet to carry him towards another’s property).  

 

In their submission to the High Court they talked about following the laws of the land and the heavens 

which were embedded in their cultural and social life. 

 

On June 3, 1992, exactly 223 years to the day since Captain Cook had observed the transit of Venus, the 

High Court judges ruled in the Torres Strait Islanders’ favour. They noted that the Meriam people “are 

entitled as against the whole world to possession, occupation, use, and enjoyment of the island of Mir”.  

 

So ended the false claim that Australia and the Torres Strait Islands were terra nullius. But despite this win, 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have forever lost sovereignty over their lands.  

 

A continent and islands were stolen by a stargazing captain at the behest of a king. But it was a unified view 

of the heavens and the Earth that helped to win back an acknowledgement that this was not an empty land.  

 

[Note: This article was first published in the CONVERSATION on 14 October 2016.] 

 

The world's oldest observatory? How Aboriginal astronomy provides clues to ancient 

life 
An ancient Aboriginal site at a secret location in the Victorian bush could be the oldest astronomical 

observatory in the world, pre-dating Stonehenge and even the Great Pyramids of Giza. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-12/aboriginal-astronomy-provides-clues-to-ancient-life/7925024 

 

12 deadly Indigenous Australian social media users to follow 
The Conversation  

By Bronwyn Carlson, University of Wollongong 

In many countries around the world, Indigenous people make up only small percentages of the population. 

But at a time when "news no longer breaks, it tweets" – with information travelling faster than the 

mainstream media can keep up – social media has become an increasingly powerful way to make our voices 

heard. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-18/12-deadly-indigenous-social-media-users-to-follow/7941744  

 

Bush classroom and a taste of roo tail introduce young environmental leaders to 

Indigenous culture 
ABC Riverland  
By Catherine Heuzenroeder  

 

Primary school students have had their first taste of charred kangaroo tail at an outdoor forum designed to 

develop environmental responsibility and leadership. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-03/bush-classroom-and-taste-of-roo-tail-for-future-leaders/7992868  

http://bit.ly/2ehN9K0
http://monash.edu/research/explore/en/publications/mabo-in-the-courts-islander-tradition-to-native-title-a-memoir(19a6cffd-b83a-4267-b1c2-f6a9b94707df).html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-12/aboriginal-astronomy-provides-clues-to-ancient-life/7925024
http://theconversation.com/
http://www.briansolis.com/2011/05/this-just-in-news-no-longer-breaks-it-tweets/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-18/12-deadly-indigenous-social-media-users-to-follow/7941744
http://www.abc.net.au/riverland/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/abc-local/catherine-heuzenroeder/7449500
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-03/bush-classroom-and-taste-of-roo-tail-for-future-leaders/7992868
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Launching the inaugural Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research Fellowship 

Scheme 

Dear colleagues 

  

We are pleased to announce the inaugural Swinburne Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research 

Fellowship Scheme. 

  

The Scheme has been established to enable one Fellowship to be awarded annually to an Aboriginal or 

Torres Strait Islander researcher to undertake full time research in a field that will broadly align with one of 

Swinburne’s five Research Institutes. 

  

Swinburne is strongly committed to our Indigenous Employment Strategy and our Reconciliation Action 

Plan and are therefore seeking to increase the representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

within the university. 

  

The objectives of the scheme are to: 

 attract and retain high calibre and talented Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander early career 

researchers in research priority areas for the University; 

 increase the profile and number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander researchers at the 

University; 

 strengthen the University’s existing areas of research expertise by awarding Fellowships to 

applicants whose profile will complement the work of the Institutes; 

 support Fellows to develop their demonstrated research potential and track record and capacity to 

successfully apply for external funding; and 

 strengthen the University’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander research profile and capacity. 

  

Successful applicants will be supported by a fellowship grant as well as through mentorship, research 

training and personal career development. 

  

The position is advertised on Swinburne jobs. 

  

For further information, please contact Professor Andrew Gunstone. 

  

We look forward to presenting the successful fellow to you in due time. 

 

Professor Aleksandar Subic Professor Andrew Gunstone 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Director, Indigenous Strategy 

(Research and Development) 
 

https://swinjobs.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.listJobs&jobid=6C913374-B998-46B4-B8D6-A6AC00C54AA7&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=F785AF71%2D0F15%2D4AFF%2DAFB2%2D9DB401359086&JobListID=b21b82cb%2Db536%2D5d8b%2D07c4%2D5b3e88464826&jobsListKey=842de09e%2D38cf%2D4c2d%2Db25f%2D2503765399ed&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,JobListID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=59436440118
https://swinjobs.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.listJobs&jobid=6C913374-B998-46B4-B8D6-A6AC00C54AA7&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=F785AF71%2D0F15%2D4AFF%2DAFB2%2D9DB401359086&JobListID=b21b82cb%2Db536%2D5d8b%2D07c4%2D5b3e88464826&jobsListKey=842de09e%2D38cf%2D4c2d%2Db25f%2D2503765399ed&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,JobListID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=59436440118
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/about/our-university/indigenous-matters/reconciliation-action-plan/
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/about/our-university/indigenous-matters/reconciliation-action-plan/
https://swinjobs.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.checkJobDetailsNewApplication&returnToEvent=jobs.listJobs&jobid=6C913374-B998-46B4-B8D6-A6AC00C54AA7&CurATC=EXT&CurBID=F785AF71%2D0F15%2D4AFF%2DAFB2%2D9DB401359086&JobListID=b21b82cb%2Db536%2D5d8b%2D07c4%2D5b3e88464826&jobsListKey=842de09e%2D38cf%2D4c2d%2Db25f%2D2503765399ed&persistVariables=CurATC,CurBID,JobListID,jobsListKey,JobID&lid=59436440118
mailto:agunstone@swin.edu.au
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Indigenous project receives $360,000 grant 
The Australian Government has awarded almost $360,000 to a Charles Darwin University research project 

that will focus on aspects of the Yolngu people in North-east Arnhem Land. 

http://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/stories/ARC-grant  

http://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/stories/ARC-grant
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Oldest known evidence of Aboriginal settlement in arid Australia found in Flinders 

Ranges rock shelter 
ABC Science  
By Dani Cooper 

 

The chance discovery of a rock shelter in the Flinders Ranges has unearthed one of the most important 

prehistoric sites in Australia. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-03/rock-shelter-shows-early-aboriginal-settlement-in-arid-

australia/7983864?section=science  

 

African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) 
The African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) had a very successful 

conference hosted by the Universidade Pedagogica in Maputo, Mozambique, this year. The next 

International Annual Conference will be hosted at The University of the Witwatersrand, in Johannesburg, 

South Africa, from the 26
th

 to 28
th

 October, 2017. All IKS enthusiasts are welcome. 

 

Indigenous Renewable Energy: Mapping renewable energy projects by Indigenous communities 

across Canada 
This ongoing initiative began in the winter of 2014 as an academic survey of research on renewable energy 

projects in Indigenous communities in Canada.  It soon became clear that, while there is limited research 

currently available, an inspiring number of projects are emerging across the country.  This website was built 

to share this inspiration and contribute to the continuing development of renewable energy by 

Indigenous communities in Canada and beyond. 

 

This website documenting renewable energy projects by Indigenous communities across Canada might be of 

interest to the group. Here is the link with an introductory blurb on the home page. 

https://indigenousenergy.ca/ 

 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

A couple of links: 
These links were submitted by Paul Curnow in Adelaide. 

 

Falling skies 

As a young child I remember sitting outside for long hours gazing at the sky during the summer evenings. I 

would sit there counting satellites and sometimes imagine what it would be like to travel in space. I would 

also get excited when I would see ‘falling stars’ or ‘shooting stars’, as they would dart across the majestic 

stellar canvas before me. Moreover, I can remember my grandparents telling me to ‘make a wish’ as these 

cosmic tadpoles fell from the sky. As an adult, I had the opportunity to watch in awe over 1,000 of these 

‘falling stars’ as they fell during the visually stunning Leonid Meteor Shower of 2001. 

https://www.australiascience.tv/blogs/falling-skies   

 

Shooting stars and Meteorites - Space souvenirs to savor 

Many cultures consider the sighting of a shooting star to be a sign of impending good fortune. Others have 

different interpretations. 

 

For Adelaide Planetarium lecturer Paul Curnow, it's a chance to gain an insight into the Cosmos. 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/science/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-03/rock-shelter-shows-early-aboriginal-settlement-in-arid-australia/7983864?section=science
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-03/rock-shelter-shows-early-aboriginal-settlement-in-arid-australia/7983864?section=science
https://indigenousenergy.ca/
https://www.australiascience.tv/blogs/falling-skies
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He says shooting stars are dust and rock falling through the Earth’s atmosphere and occasionally one will 

manage to hit the surface. 

 

It’s a lifelong passion for this astronomer. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/891-abc-adelaide/shooting-stars-and-meteorites-space-souvenirs-to-savor 

 

Dr Ragbir Bhathal, Western Sydney University 
Activities of Dr Ragbir Bhathal, Distinguished Teaching Fellow, Western Sydney University & Visiting 

Fellow, Research School of Astronomy & Astrophysics, Australian National University 

 

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2016 
 

1. Article on Cook, Mabo and Terra Nullis 
Please find attached my brief article on COOK, MABO AND TERRA NULLIS which appeared in The 

Conversation, date 14/10/2016 (see above). 

 

2. Talks to upper primary schools 
I gave two lectures on Aboriginal Astronomy to upper primary schools in Western Sydney. This was 

specifically asked for by the schools for their cross-curriculum program. The majority of the students: (a) 

Found the talk interesting and easy to understand, (b) Understood how and why the Transit of Venus 

experiment was carried out, (c) Understood that Cook took possession of the Eastern half of Australia for 

King George III, (d) understood how the stars were used to tell the seasons and food cycles, (e) understood 

how the stars (Stars of the Tagai - the law of the heavens) and the law of the land (Malo's law) were used by 

Mabo and his people, the Torres Strait Islanders to win their land rights and show that the concept of terra 

nullis was a fiction. They agreed that Australia was occupied by the Indigenous people of Australia long 

before Cook came to Australia.   

 

3. Public lecture on Aboriginal Astronomy. 
I gave a public talk on the difference between astrophysics and Aboriginal Astronomy. 

 

4. Teaching Aboriginal Astronomy in the Cross-Curriculum 
I gave a talk on how Aboriginal Astronomy can be seamlessly taught in the Cross-Curriculum at a one day 

seminar on Indigenous Studies.   

 

5. Book on the ENDLESS FRONTIER 
I am in the process of researching and writing a book on recent developments and major discoveries made 

by Australia's top astrophysicists. The book is entitled The Endless Frontier.  

 

 

RESOURCES 

Gularabulu: Stories from the West Kimberley 

Paddy Roe, edited by Stephen Muecke 

A groundbreaking presentation, in a revised edition, of Indigenous Australian storytelling as it actually 

sounds; these stories provide a fascinating picture of the life of the people of the west Kimberley after 

colonisation. Paddy Roe was a legendary figure in the revival and maintenance of law and culture in the 

Broome area in the mid-twentieth century. In this book he continues and revitalises one of the great literary 

traditions of Australia. 

 

https://soundcloud.com/891-abc-adelaide/shooting-stars-and-meteorites-space-souvenirs-to-savor
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Stephen Muecke is a leading Australian academic whose work has encompassed a number of disciplines in 

the humanities. With Paddy Roe, Muecke is co-writer of the prize-winning Reading the Country. 

http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/products/gularabulu-stories-from-the-west-kimberley  

 

Noongar Bush Medicine: Medicinal Plants of the South-west of Western Australia 

Vivienne Hansen and John Horsfall  

For over 50,000 years before colonisation, the Noongar people were much healthier than most Aboriginal 

Australians are today. Living in the open, in a land largely free from disease, they benefited from a better 

diet, more exercise, less stress and a supportive community. 

 

In Noongar Bush Medicine, the authors have recorded information on many of the medicinal plants that 

were regularly used by the Noongar people of the south-west of Western Australia. They hope it will ensure 

that the traditional knowledge is not lost forever with the passing of elders and traditional healers. 

 

Noongar Bush Medicine provides for the first time a comprehensive information on the medicinal plants that 

were used by Aboriginal people of the south-west of Western Australia before European settlement. 

 

The book is a guide to how to use plants for alternative treatments and protection from common ailments. 

Written by Noongar elder Vivienne Hansen with retired nurse educator John Horsfall, Noongar Bush 

Medicine has been compiled from knowledge passed on by Noongar elders and covers over 90 different 

species and features images of each plant. There is currently no comparable book on plant medicines 

available. 

http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/products/noongar-bush-medicine-medicinal-plants-of-the-south-west-of-western-

australia 

 

Content-Based Second Language Acquisition 
We are pleased to announce that the book Content-Based Second Language Acquisition is now available at 

http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319435145 

 

The primary purpose of this book is to provide science teacher educators with exemplars of professional 

development programs designed to prepare school teachers to effectively help language learners in science 

classrooms simultaneously gain language proficiency and conceptual understanding. To this end, this book 

examines seventeen science teacher preparation programs that span a wide variety of grade levels 

(elementary, middle, and secondary), countries (Italy, Luxemburg, Spain, UK, and US), and linguistic 

contexts (English as a Second Language, English as a Foreign Language, trilingual classrooms, and teaching 

deaf children science through sign language). The book is divided into three main parts. Each part consists 

of chapters that illustrate a common, cross-cutting theme in science teacher preparation in content-based 

second language acquisition, namely pre-service teacher preparation, in-service teacher preparation, and 

international perspectives. Each part provides many insights on the similarities and differences in the 

professional development approaches used to prepare science teaching with varied amounts of instructional 

experience help students in different parts of the world overcome linguistic barriers while simultaneously 

learning concepts central to science. Bringing together researchers from various academic backgrounds 

(science education, TESOL, and Applied Linguistics), attention is given to varied facets of the intersection 

of science and language learning in the specific context of school teacher preparation. 

 

Connected Science Learning 
The 2nd issue of Connected Science Learning is now available online: http://csl.nsta.org/2016/11/  

 

Connected Science Learning is a peer-reviewed online journal that highlights STEM education experiences 

that bridge the gap between in-school and out-of-school settings. It features articles about highly effective 

programs and shares research that connects preK–12 STEM learning in schools and out-of-school settings, 

specifically highlighting effective mechanisms for collaboration. In addition to being a valued resource for a 

http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/products/gularabulu-stories-from-the-west-kimberley
http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/collections/vivienne-hansen
http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/collections/john-horsfall
http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/products/noongar-bush-medicine-medicinal-plants-of-the-south-west-of-western-australia
http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/products/noongar-bush-medicine-medicinal-plants-of-the-south-west-of-western-australia
http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783319435145
http://csl.nsta.org/2016/11/
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broad range of STEM education professionals, this journal will be useful to policy makers, corporations, 

foundations, and others seeking to identify, advance, and invest in STEM education. 

 

Beginning in November 2016, issues of Connected Science Learning will be serialized. Each issue will be 

published over three months, with about one-third of the current issue being posted to the website in the first 

month. Another third will be posted a month later, and the last articles in the issue will be posted in the third 

month. Subscribers will receive an e-mail each month alerting them to the new articles. The website will 

also provide readers with “teasers” of what will appear in upcoming segments. 

 

The journal is a joint initiative of the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) and the Association of 

Science-Technology Centers (ASTC). Funding to pilot and evaluate the effectiveness and demand for the 

first two issues is provided through a National Science Foundation (NSF) EAGER award (DRL-1420262). 

 

Recent papers 

Armour, D., Warren, E., & Miller, J. (2016). Working together: Strategies that support cross-cultural 

engagement of Indigenous teacher assistants working in Indigenous contexts. Asia-Pacific Journal of 

Teacher Education, 44(5), 421-435.  

Abstract Indigenous teacher assistants (ITAs) are often employed in schools to assist in addressing educational issues 

relating to Indigenous students. While this practice has occurred over 40 years… 

 

McKnight, A. (2016). Preservice teachers’ learning with Yuin Country: Becoming respectful teachers in 

Aboriginal education. Asia-Pacific Journal of Teacher Education, 44(2), 110-124. 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

AIATSIS National Indigenous Research Conference 2017 
21-23 March 2017 

Canberra ACT 

 

The AIATSIS National Indigenous Research Conference 2017 ’Impact, Engagement, Transformation’ 

will draw together researchers, policymakers, cultural and collecting institutions, the corporate sector and 

Indigenous organisations and communities. The Conference will examine how we can more effectively 

target research efforts to achieve better policy outcomes and practice with lasting impact through 

transformative change. 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/news-and-events/events/aiatsis-national-indigenous-research-conference-2017  

 

International Conference on Education in Mathematics, Science and Technology 

(ICEMST 2017) 
18-21 May 2017 

Ephesus – Kusadasi, Turkey 

http://www.icemst.com  

 

We would like to invite you to the International Conference on Education in Mathematics, Science & 

Technology (ICEMST) which will take place on May 18 - 21, 2017 in Ephesus Kusadasi, Turkey. The 

conference is organized by the International Society for Research in Education and Science (ISRES) and 

Balikesir University. 

 

The aim of the conference is to bring together scholars, students, and administrators from different countries, 

and to discuss theoretical and practical issues in the fields of information and communication technologies 

in education, science education and mathematics education. Your prospective, valuable contributions on this 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/news-and-events/events/aiatsis-national-indigenous-research-conference-2017
http://icemst.com/
http://icemst.com/link.php?id=isres
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field will be evaluated by the Scientific Committee and the ones approved to be presented will also be 

published in the Proceedings. 

 

We will be pleased to generate an atmosphere where you can share your expertise, experience, and resources 

with your colleagues. 

 

Best regards, 

ICEMST Organizing Committee 

 

3rd European Conference on Curriculum Studies 
16-17 June 2017 

Stirling University, UK 

 

The European Association for Curriculum Studies and the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of 

Stirling are delighted to announce that the 3rd European Conference on Curriculum Studies will be hosted 

on its campus by new Stirling Network for Curriculum Studies. This conference will follow previous 

successful conferences held in 2013 and 2015 in Braga and Porto. The conference aims to bring together 

international researchers from across the globe, representing all traditions of research and theorising in 

curriculum studies. 

  

The following keynote speakers will provide high quality and stimulating input: 

 Professor Lyn Yates – Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor, University of Melbourne  

 Professor Nicholas Ng-A-Fook – University of Ottawa  

 

The conference will also feature two roundtable sessions, each featuring a range of international curriculum 

experts, to offer differing perspectives on and stimulate debate around topical curricular issues.  

  

The conference committee welcomes both empirical and conceptual papers focusing on curriculum theory, 

policy and practice across the full range of educational institutions from early years to higher educational 

settings, and including non-formal educational contexts. Papers addressing the following themes are 

especially welcome. 

 Curriculum policy and regulation 

 Curriculum-making 

 Curriculum and student voice 

 Curriculum and community voices 

 Curriculum and knowledge 

 

The deadline for submission of abstracts is 12 December 2016. More details can be found at: 

http://bit.ly/2b9pxGu. 

 

3e édition du Colloque sur la persévérance et la réussite scolaires chez les Premiers 

Peuples 
10-12 Octobre 2017 

Quebec, Canada 

 

Le Centre des Premières Nations Nikanite de l’UQAC en collaboration avec le ministère de l’Éducation et 

de l’Enseignement supérieur, Rio Tinto, le Secrétariat aux affaires autochtones de même qu’Affaires 

autochtones et du Nord Canada vous invitent à répondre à l’appel de propositions de la 3e édition du 

Colloque sur la persévérance et la réussite scolaires chez les Premiers Peuples, qui se déroulera du 10 au 12 

octobre 2017 au Hilton Québec. 

http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/ 

 

http://bit.ly/2b9pxGu
http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/
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African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) 
26-28 October 2017 

Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

The next International Annual Conference will African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge 

Systems (AASIKS) will be hosted at The University of the Witwatersrand, in Johannesburg, South Africa, 

from the 26
th

 to 28
th

 October, 2017. All IKS enthusiasts are welcome. 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list should not 

to be interpreted as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2016 
 

December 

8-10 December: The 32
nd

 ASET Annual International Conference, Taichung, Taiwan 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016aseten/ (June16) 

 

2017 
 

March 

21-23 March: AIATSIS National Indigenous Research Conference 2017, Canberra ACT 

http://aiatsis.gov.au/news-and-events/events/aiatsis-national-indigenous-research-conference-2017 (Dec16) 

 

April 

22-25 April: National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST) conference, Grand Hyatt San 

Antonio, San Antonio, TX, USA (https://www.narst.org/index.cfm)  

 

May 

15-16 May: 19
th

 Annual International Conference on Education, Athens, Greece 

 

18-21 May: International Conference on Education in Mathematics, Science and Technology (ICEMST 

2017), Ephesus – Kusadasi, Turkey, http://www.icemst.com (Dec16) 

 

June 

16-17 June: 3rd European Conference on Curriculum Studies, Stirling University, UK, http://bit.ly/2b9pxGu 

(Dec17) 

 

27-30 June: 48
th

 ASERA Conference (Australasian Science Education Research Association), Sydney NSW 

(sponsored by University of Technology Sydney) http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-

sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017 (Oct16) 

 

July 

9-12 July: CONASTA 66: The art of science, Wrest Point Casino, Hobart, Tas. http://asta.edu.au/conasta  

 

24-29 July: World Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on Education (WIPCE 2017) in Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada http://www.wipce2017.com/ 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016aseten/
http://aiatsis.gov.au/news-and-events/events/aiatsis-national-indigenous-research-conference-2017
https://www.narst.org/index.cfm
http://icemst.com/
http://bit.ly/2b9pxGu
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017
http://www.uts.edu.au/about/faculty-arts-and-social-sciences/what-we-do/events/asera-conference-2017
http://asta.edu.au/conasta
http://www.wipce2017.com/
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October 

10-12 Octobre: 3e édition du Colloque sur la persévérance et la réussite scolaires chez les Premiers Peuples 

Quebec, Canada http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/ (Dec16) 

 

26-28 October: African Association for the Study of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (AASIKS) 

International Annual Conference, The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 

 

http://colloques.uqac.ca/prscpp/appel-de-propositions/

