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NEWS and VIEWS  

Thirteen years of the Indigenous Science Network 
A thirteenth year anniversary may seem an odd anniversary to celebrate, perhaps to some even an unlucky 
one. The reason why I dare to mention it is because it is thirteen years since the network was inaugurated 
after the conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association (CONASTA) in Darwin and two weeks 
ago CONASTA was held in Darwin again. 
 
So where are we at now? 
 
Thirteen years ago there was a degree of interest in indigenous science. Education departments and boards 
of study in Australia were pushing the idea of indigenous perspectives across the curriculum, although we 
weren’t too sure what this meant. A number of papers were given at CONASTA as we felt our way around 
the issue.  
 
Some people might suggest that we haven’t made much progress. Indigenous perspectives have made their 
way into the Australian Curriculum: science although the issue of representation of indigenous knowledge is 
still under discussion. One workshop at the recent CONASTA looked at the way in which indigenous 
perspectives were spread in a rather disjointed fashion through the curriculum. Informal discussions were 
more about how do teachers approach the perspectives and where do they get the information from.  
 
So, to answer my own question, I’m not sure. There is work going on in the area and a lot of interest in 
indigenous knowledge. So stay in contact: the network serves a purpose and will continue on for the time 
being. 
 
And now for some statistics. The network has grown since its inception from a group of 10 to over 200 
members, with people continuing to join. Six of the original 10 are still on the distribution list. This is the 
83rd issue of the bulletin since its inception. 
 
I was able to meet up with some of the Australian members of the network at two conferences in the past 
month – apart from the inaugural meeting we’ve never had any formal gatherings. I also met with young 
researchers looking at indigenous science education (and signed them up to the network), so there is work in 
progress. Shortly I’m going to look at how to incorporate social media into the network, but more about that 
later. 
 
Michael Michie 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
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Scientists in Schools Program 
Scientists in Schools is a national program that creates and supports long-term partnerships between teachers 
and scientists or mathematicians. Partnerships are flexible to allow for a style and level of involvement that 
suits each participant. The program is operated by Australia’s CSIRO. 
 
Check out the Northern Territory partnership featured on the ABC's NT Stateline (26th November, 2010), 
where remote indigenous students at Maningrida, an Aboriginal community in the NT.are involved in real 
scientific research based around spider populations. 
 
We are delighted to bring you the fourth issue of our newsletter, EMPHASiS. We've gathered together 
success stories, articles, news and tips, to create our newsletter and we hope you enjoy reading it! The 
newsletter is produced three times a year in May, August and February. This issue also contains an article 
that relates to the program as it operates at Maningrida. 
Download Newsletter :: May 2011 :: Issue 04 (PDF, 3.2MB)  
 
Go to the ABC's Catalyst website to view the story on Scientists in Schools that featured on Thursday, 19th 
August 2010.  
 
Project fosters best practice for Indigenous educators  
A project that aims to improve the learning experiences and outcomes of Indigenous students at all levels of 
education will be unveiled at the upcoming GARMA Festival. 
 
An initiative of Charles Darwin University’s Office of Learning, Teaching and Community Engagement and 
supported by the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous Leadership, the “Indigenous voices: teaching 
us better” project has been tailored to provide valuable insights into the experiences of Indigenous learners 
within the education and training system. 
 
A Vice-Chancellor’s Indigenous University Career Cadet and program participant, Nardene Murphy, said 
the program was also an effective means of providing lecturers with strategies to improve the experiences of 
Indigenous learners. 
 
“One important step is for teachers and trainers to listen to the stories and experiences of Indigenous 
students and to learn from these,” she said. 
 
“In this way the project aims to build the capacity of Vocational Education and Training (VET) trainers to 
effectively teach Indigenous learners.” 
 
The project comprises a series of audio, video and text files from interviews with Indigenous learners who 
are or have been involved in VET. 
 
Ms Murphy said that although the focus of the project was on VET, learners also spoke about their 
experiences in the school system and in higher education, as well as the transition from VET into higher 
education. 
 
“My experiences in CDU’s Bachelor of Commerce and others in the higher education system have extended 
the project’s scope to be a useful tool for university lecturers.” 
 
Ms Murphy, along with and two other Indigenous contributors to the website, and project leader Alison 
Reedy, will present “Indigenous voices: teaching us better” at the 2011 GARMA Key Forum from 5 - 8 
August. 
 
(http://ext.cdu.edu.au/newsroom/a/2010/Pages/110701-Indigvoices.aspx) 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/video/2010/11/26/3078043.htm
http://www.scientistsinschools.edu.au/downloads/newsletter/EMPHASiS_Issue_04%20May_2011.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/2987799.htm
http://ext.cdu.edu.au/newsroom/a/2010/Pages/110701-Indigvoices.aspx


3 
 

 
Women Sea Rangers take the helm  
Indigenous women from around the Territory are in Darwin this week to arm themselves with new skills to 
protect their country’s coastlines for future generations. 
 
It will be the first time that a group of women Sea Rangers has undertaken the course. The group of 12 
women will learn to confront illegal fishers in real life scenarios and learn about the latest technology on 
offer to continue the tradition of past Indigenous guardians, and watch over the Territory coastline.  
 
The award-winning Certificate II in Seafood Industry (Fisheries Compliance Support) was developed by the 
Charles Darwin University Maritime Unit in conjunction with NT Police Marine Fisheries Enforcement and 
the NT Department of Resources Fisheries Group. 
 
CDU Vocational Education and Training lecturer Milton Miller said the course has provided training to 
Indigenous Sea Rangers for more than nine years. 
 
“The initial training provided the rangers with their coxswain and safety training,” Mr Miller said. “The 
Certificate II (Fisheries Compliance Support) which was run for the first time in 2009, now gives the rangers 
the edge when it comes to assisting authorities to help prosecute offenders found illegally fishing on their 
country.” 
 
With the course now up and running, each year a new crop of graduates has joined the ranks of marine 
rangers, with the first group of women rangers currently completing their Certificate II. 
 
“During their training the women will face real life scenarios to learn the rules and regulations associated 
with illegal fishing and how to gather the appropriate evidence to help NT Police prosecute offenders,” Mr 
Miller said. 
 
He said the opportunity to develop a course tailored specifically to suit Indigenous sea rangers was unique 
and had not previously been attempted in Australia. 
 
As part of their course the women sea rangers will also be trained in presenting evidence in court. The 
scenario training session in the Moot Court at CDU will aim to give the students an idea of court procedures 
and protocols in a realistic setting.  
 
http://ext.cdu.edu.au/newsroom/a/2010/Pages/WomenSeaRangerstakethehelm.aspx 
 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

North with the Boorong 
John Morieson 
 
I knew that the Boorong constellations went from east to west in their northern sky but it has taken me till 
now to realize the relevance of their being where they are, why they are there. It seems that these ancestral 
figures have associations with the north. This is why we find them in the northern sky of the Boorong. 
Let’s start with Yurree, Castor in Gemini. This one is the fan-tailed cuckoo which migrates south from the 
northern parts of Australia, in late winter, around August, coinciding with the appearance of Yurree in the 
hour before dawn. This bird comes down south to mate, lays eggs in the nests of other birds, teaches its 
offspring to fly and then goes back north at the end of summer.  
 

http://ext.cdu.edu.au/newsroom/a/2010/Pages/WomenSeaRangerstakethehelm.aspx
mailto:John%20Morieson%20[starman@vtown.com.au]
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The other hunter, Wanjel, (Pollux) is the long necked tortoise. This tortoise doesn’t live in Lake Tyrrell 
because it is too saline. Their nearest habitat is the river Murray to which the Boorong made visits north to 
visit their Dadi Dadi cousins.  
 
The Stanbridge record says that Yurree and Wanjel were hunting Purra, the red kangaroo. Kangaroos living 
near Lake Tyrrell are the black-faced mallee or the eastern grey. We find the red, or plains kangaroo to the 
north across the Murray River in Western New South Wales. So it seems to me that these three totemic 
ancestral figures have definite northerly connections.  
 
I’m not sure about the next one, Tourtchinboiongerra. It appears to be a desert country survival story and 
maybe it’s one that’s basic information for the young men making their initiation journeys.  If the tree in 
question “chin” is indeed the needlewood hakea then it is to be found in the north; tephrosperma (hooked 
needlewood) to the northeast and leucoptera (silver needlewood) to the northwest.  
 
Marpeankurrk comes next in Bootes; she is the ancestral hero who taught the people where to find the 
“bittur”, the termite larvae. “Mar” is ant and “pean” is the brown treecreeper that feeds on insects that live 
hidden in the bark of trees. We often find this bird in forest country along the Murray River to the north of 
Boorong country. Lake Bitterang is in the Hattah-Kulkyne National Park, also to the north. A little to the left 
of Arcturus we find Marpeankurrk’s daughter Weetgurk, the singing bushlark. 
 
Neilloan, the Malleefowl Creator Being in the constellation Lyra is the next to appear. The major 
malleefowl country in Victoria is to the north of Lake Tyrrell and the Boorong clan went through 
malleefowl country on their way north on visits to their Dadi Dadi cousins. The women would gather eggs 
to eat on the way and put some in their dilly bags to give to their hosts on arrival. 
 
One reason for these visits was to arrange marriages. Aboriginal people all over Australia had developed 
very strict marriage laws over time, essential in small population pools, to prevent physical and mental 
deficiencies. The law says you must not marry someone in your own group. So marrying out of the clan 
group was part of their way of life and this was one of the reasons for visiting their relations on the Murray 
river. It was signified for them by the appearance after Neilloan of her son, the ancestral hero, Totyarguil 
(Aquila) the purple crowned lorikeet. His wives are the daughters of the Boorong clan’s matriarchal totemic 
figure, Yerredetkurrk, the owlet nightjar.   
 
Next comes the giant fish Otchocut (Delphinus) that lives in the Murray river and after this constellation 
sets with the sun at the beginning of summer, the Boorong know it is time to travel north. By now the snow 
on the alps has melted, the Murray is in flood and the onset of summer has raised the temperature of the 
water to the ideal temperature for the next generation of cod to emerge in the flooded forests either side of 
the river. After the fish have spawned is the right time to catch the cod and this was after Otchocut had 
disappeared from the sky. 
 
Otchocut and Totyarguil are connected by the story of how the Murray River was created, and as the 
Boorong clan walked northwards to the river at night, it being too hot during the day for the little ones, they 
would tell this story.  
 
They would also see Larnankurrk, (Pleiades)the young women beating time on their rolled up possum skin 
cloaks; they would see Gellarlec, (Aldebaran) the songman clicking his boomerangs in time to his chant; and 
they would see Kulkunbulla, the young  men dancing in the belt and scabbard of Orion. They would be 
reminded of the exciting night times ahead when the young men would compete with each other to show off 
who could leap the highest on the dance ground. All these constellations would be acted out in the weeks 
ahead. 
 
So now I understand why these figures are in their northern sky.   
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Australian Aboriginal Astronomy 
Professor Ray Norris recently delivered a keynote address with this title at CONASTA60 (Conference of the 
Australian Science Teachers Association) held in Darwin, NT. The abstract for his presentation is printed 
below. His keynote was well received by the audience of science teachers from throughout Australia. 
 
Each of the 400 different indigenous cultures in Australia has a distinct mythology, ceremonies, and art 
forms, some of which have a strong astronomical component. Many share common traditions such as the 
"emu in the sky" constellation of dark clouds, and stories about the Sun, Moon, Orion, and the Pleiades, 
Several use the rising and setting of particular stars to indicate the time to harvest a food source, and some 
link the Sun and Moon to tides, and even explain the origin of eclipses as a conjunction of the Sun and 
Moon. Such traditions reveal a depth and complexity of Aboriginal cultures which are not widely 
appreciated by outsiders. This talk will explore the wonderful mystical Aboriginal astronomical stories and 
tradition, and the intellectual depth that clearly underpins them. 
 
Indigenous astronomy at Melbourne Planetarium 
I came across some resource materials and a program on the Boorong people prepared by the Melbourne 
Planetarium. It is reliant on the work done in that area by John Morieson. Ed. 
http://museumvictoria.com.au/pages/6927/stories-in-the-stars.pdf 
 

 

RESOURCES 

June and July ICASE newsletters 
You can access the ICASE June newsletter on the ICASE web site, newsletter section: 
http://www.icaseonline.net/news.html 
or  directly you can access the newsletter using the link below: 
http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_06_2011.pdf 
 
I am please to send the July issue of the ICASE newsletter is available on the ICASE website. You can 
access this from http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_07_2011.pdf 
or via http://www.icaseonline.net/news.html 
 
Contents of the Newsletter: 
1. Introducing ENGINEER (BrEaking New Ground IN the SciencE Education Realm), funded EU-FP7 
Project 
2. Special issue of SEI in the area of Science Careers 
3. An Example of a science teaching module "Which soil should we choose?" 
4. ICAS2E: I care about safety in science education 
5. Specific aims for secondary science programmes 
6. Conference calendar 
7. ICASE Executive Committee 2011-2013 
 
International Journal of Environmental and Science Education (IJESE) 
The latest issue of the International Journal of Environmental and Science Education (IJESE) is now 
available at: http://www.ijese.com/currentissue.htm 
 
Dr. Mehmet Bahar  
Editor-in-Chief, International Journal of Environmental and Science Education 
E-mail: editorijese@gmail.com 
 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/pages/6927/stories-in-the-stars.pdf
http://www.icaseonline.net/news.html
http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_06_2011.pdf
http://www.icaseonline.net/newsletter/icase_07_2011.pdf
http://www.icaseonline.net/news.html
http://www.ijese.com/currentissue.htm
mailto:editorijese@gmail.com
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International Journal of Multicultural Education 
International Journal of Multicultural Education has just published its latest issue at http://ijme-
journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current. We invite you to review the Table of Contents here and then visit 
our web site to review articles and items of interest.  Access to the current issue and back issues is free to all 
users. Our readers come from over 70 countries in the world. 
 
If you are interested in submitting articles or editing a special issue, please visit our website at www.ijme-
journal.org. 
 
Heewon Chang, Ph. D. 
Editor-in-Chief, IJME 
Professor of Education and Organizational Leadership Eastern University ijme@eastern.edu 
 
 
Necatibey Faculty of Education, Electronic Journal of Science and Mathematics 
Education (NEF-EFMED)  
The latest issue of Necatibey Faculty of Education, Electronic Journal of Science and Mathematics 
Education (NEF-EFMED) is now available. The papers can be accessed at the following link:  
http://www.nef.balikesir.edu.tr/~dergi/index.php?option=com_makale_arsiv&sayi_id=10 
 
Dr. Hüseyin Kucukozer  
Co-Editor of NEF-EFMED 
 
Socio-scientific Issues in the Classroom: Teaching, Learning and Research 
I’d like to call your attention to a newly released book: Socio-scientific Issues in the Classroom: Teaching, 
Learning and Research. This is the latest volume in the Contemporary Trends and Issues in Science 
Education (39) series from Springer. 
 
The book, edited by Dr. Troy Sadler, brings together a series of teaching and research projects that focus on 
engaging students in contemporary real-world social issues with substantive connections to science. The 
projects showcase important issues for teaching science in the context of SSI, new strategies for assessing 
scientific literacy, models for teacher-research collaborations, and the latest findings to emerge from 
classroom based research. Leading researchers from eight countries across four continents contribute to the 
book and offer significant insights for researchers, teachers and curriculum designers eager to advance the 
SSI agenda. More information about the text can be found at the following site: 
http://www.springer.com/?SGWID=0-102-0-0-0 
 
We hope you will find this work to be interesting and useful! 
Dana L. Zeidler 
 
Communicating science, the African way 
This is an interesting website on African science run by Muza Gondwe, a Malawian-born PhD student at the 
University of Western Australia (see below). The website is worth a visit and can inform you about African 
Science Heroes and the Malawi Science Centre project. 
Visit http://afrisciheroes.wordpress.com/african-science-heroes/ 
 
Abstracts from the recent ASERA and CONASTA conferences 
A framework for engaging Indigenous students with science through storytelling 
Mzamose Gondwe & Nancy Longnecker, University of Western Australia (ASERA) 
 
Indigenous students have low enrolment and poor performance in science subjects. Factors that lead to their disengagement with 
science education are inappropriate teaching methods, different learning styles, the nature of the curriculum and different 
worldviews which create two different cultures, a sub‐culture of school learning and a sub‐culture of everyday home life. Science 

http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current
http://ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/current
http://www.ijme-journal.org/
http://www.ijme-journal.org/
mailto:ijme@eastern.edu
http://www.nef.balikesir.edu.tr/~dergi/index.php?option=com_makale_arsiv&sayi_id=10
http://www.springer.com/?SGWID=0-102-0-0-0
http://afrisciheroes.wordpress.com/african-science-heroes/
mailto:Mzamose%20Gondwe%20[20443516@student.uwa.edu.au]
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educators have conceived the term border crossing to describe how students move between these two worlds and how they deal 
with the cognitive and contextual differences of these environments. 
 
This project proposes using documented learning preferences of Indigenous students to develop two activities, a science and 
culture story box and digital storytelling, to help Indigenous students navigate between the two sub‐cultures. 
 
The science and culture story box is a storytelling activity to help students recognise and value the confluence between scientific 
and cultural knowledge from a variety of cultures. It is also designed to encourage open mindedness as well as critical and creative 
thinking. The digital storytelling is an extension of the story box activity where students will develop their stories into short 
personal narrative films. These activities will be conducted at the Gravity Discovery Centre, a science enrichment centre in West 
Australia. 
 
This paper will present the framework for developing these two activities for engaging Indigenous students with science learning. 
 
To learn more about Muza’s project, visit http://www.seeproject.org.au/projects.php#mu.php 
 
Identity Learning, Culture Shock and Border Crossing into Effective Teaching in Indigenous Science 
Education (download from here) 
Michael Michie, University of Waikato & Batchelor Institute (ASERA) 
 
Teachers of science, particularly those who teach indigenous students, often find themselves teaching across two cultural borders 
(Aikenhead, 1996, 1997): a border between school science and everyday life which indigenous students may share with their 
non‐indigenous peers, and a border between western science and their indigenous knowledge and worldviews. This paper focuses 
on the ability of teachers to also cross these borders to enable them to educate their indigenous students. It makes use of a theory 
of identity learning developed by Geijsel and Meijers (2005) and supported by others such as Pillsbury and Shields (1999) which 
focus on teachers working in border situations, particularly at the western/indigenous border. It considers the identity learning 
through culture shock experienced by teachers living and working in indigenous communities. 
 
Which mob belongs where?: Linking Indigenous and non-Indigenous Montessori zoology  
Joel Rioux (CONASTA) 
 
The combination of lndigenous and non-lndigenous zoology knowledges in the classroom can enhance learning of the vertebrate 
classification systems for lndigenous students. Teaching/researching experience reveals that Indigenous students are challenged 
when faced with non-Indigenous Linnaean taxonomy and its formal Latin/Greek lexicon when classifying vertebrates. This action 
research study investigated how Indigenous knowledge was utilised in a Montessori classroom to develop on understanding of the 
Linnaean classificatory taxonomy (kingdom, phyla, classes and orders of vertebrates). 
 
Students accessed Indigenous knowledge to classify local fauna identified in lndigenous Elders' narratives while positively 
valuing, promoting and recognising local Indigenous knowledge. The study was conducted in a rural Queensland independent 
Indigenous secondary school with Year 8 and 9 Indigenous students, staff, Elders and other community members. Preliminary 
results indicate benefits for participants and Indigenous staff when utilising a conflationary, hands-on zoology program 
incorporating non-Indigenous and Indigenous content. Indigenous students experienced the non-Indigenous zoology curriculum 
while protecting and enhancing the Indigenous heritage. Students' pride, in their Aboriginal identity and traditional Indigenous 
knowledge, was safeguarded. The action research project reveals that, by accessing the local Indigenous zoology knowledge, the 
overall zoology learning of lndigenous students is enhanced. 
 
lndigenous perspectives: What does it look like?  
Gregory Smith (CONASTA) 
 
Currently, through the Australian Science Curriculum, lndigenous perspectives has been included to 'ensure that all young 
Australians have the opportunity to learn about, acknowledge and respect the history and culture of Aboriginal people and Torres 
Strait Islanders' (ACARA, 2010). 
 
The term 'lndigenous perspective' is highly contended and problematic for the dominant teacher culture. In an attempt to clarify 
notions of lndigenous perspectives, this seminar presents an understanding of the term 'lndigenous perspective' generated through 
the analysis of pre-service teacher concept and mind maps. 
 

 

http://www.seeproject.org.au/projects.php#mu.php
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/publications.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
mailto:jennifer/joel%20rioux%20%5bjandjrioux@bigpond.com%5d
mailto:gregory.smith@cdu.edu.au
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CONFERENCES 
4th Desert Knowledge Symposium and Business Exchange 
Desert Australia: The national interest and global context 
Alice Springs 
7-10 November 2011 
 
The 4th Desert Knowledge Symposium and Business Exchange will explore new ways to address the 
challenges facing desert and remote Australia. The Symposium is an intercultural forum where Aboriginal 
and other perspectives will be actively engaged and explored. The Symposium aims to carefully consider the 
whole picture and bring both Aboriginal and other voices together, and begin to forge an intercultural 
approach to shared challenges and realising the many opportunities available to desert people, communities 
and the nation. 
http://www.desertknowledgesymposium.com/default.asp 
 
21st Symposium on Chemistry and Science Education  
Issues of Heterogeneity and Cultural Diversity in Science Education and Science Education Research  
TU Dortmund University 
17-19 May 2012  
 
The 21st Symposium on Chemistry and Science Education will continue the long tradition begun in 1981 
with the first symposium on chemical education organized by Hans-Jürgen Schmidt. The 2012 symposium 
is titled “Issues of Heterogeneity and Cultural Diversity in Science Education and Science Education 
Research”. Heterogeneity and cultural diversity are becoming increasingly important challenges for 
educational systems worldwide. Growing rates of migration and higher numbers of multi-cultural societies 
mean that educators must achieve a broader spectrum of competencies among their young people. Science 
and chemistry teaching are not untouched by these developments, challenging the practices and 
methodologies in these areas. Answers are demanded from science education research in the areas of 
understanding potential problems and providing impulses towards more effective practices.  
The symposium’s main questions will address:  
 
- Which science teaching problems are connected to different areas of heterogeneity in science classrooms? 
How can they be overcome?  
 
- Which influences do learners’ multi-cultural backgrounds have concerning the learning of science?  
 
- What types of problems arise due to different linguistic abilities or a background including a different 
native language? How can we best deal with linguistic heterogeneity in science classrooms?  
 
- How can we teach the domain-specific language of science in classes containing students with different 
native languages?  
 
- How do we cope with students with special needs in science, e.g. in lab environments?  
 
- What are the challenges in and potential innovations involved with teaching gifted children in science 
classes?  
 
Which changes can examples of good teaching practices in different countries suggest for bettering science 
teaching with respect to issues of heterogeneity and cultural diversity?  
 
All contributions will be presented by invited lecturers. There will be key-note lectures and short 
presentations. Further information: http://www.chemiedidaktik.uni-bremen.de/symp2012/index.html.  

http://www.desertknowledgesymposium.com/default.asp
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ASERA 2012 – Australasian Science Education Research Association 
University of the Sunshine Coast 
Sippy Downs, Queensland 
28-30 June 2012 
 
The University of the Sunshine Coast invites you to attend the 43rd annual ASERA conference. The 
university is situated in the Sunshine Coast hinterland north of Brisbane.  
 
Information will appear at the ASERA website at http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-
conference 
 
CONASTA 61 – Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association 
“Science: It’s critical”  
Australian National University 
Canberra, ACT 
8-11 July 2012 
 
CONASTA 61 is being hosted by SEA*ACT (Science Educators Association of the ACT) in Canberra in 
2012. More information will appear on the website as the conference approaches (www.conasta.edu.au). 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 
bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list is not to be 
read as an endorsement of the conference. 
 
2011 
 
August 2011 
7-9 August: ACER Research Conference 2011 - Indigenous Education: Pathways to success, Darwin 
Convention Centre, Darwin http://www.acer.edu.au/conference (June11) 
 
14-18 August: World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education (WIPCE), Cusco, Peru 
(http://wipce2011.net/us/inicio.htm) (April11) 
 
September 2011 
5-9 September: ESERA 2011 Conference, Lyon, Centre de Congrès, France. Science learning and 
Citizenship. (http://www.esera2011.fr/). (Dec10) 
 
19-23 September: 1st World Conference on New Trends in Science Education (WCNTSE), Kusadasi-
Turkey (http://www.wcntse.org/) (Feb11) 
 
19-24 September: European Society for Astronomy in Culture (SEAC). “Stars and stones: Voyages in 
Archaeoastronomy and Cultural Astronomy” Evora, Portugal. (http://www.archeoastronomy.org/) 
 
November 2011  
7-10 November: 4th Desert Knowledge Symposium and Business Exchange:  Desert Australia: The national 
interest and global context, Alice Springs (http://www.desertknowledgesymposium.com/default.asp) (Aug11) 
 

http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-conference
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-conference
http://www.conasta.edu.au/
http://www.acer.edu.au/conference
http://wipce2011.net/us/inicio.htm
http://www.esera2011.fr/
http://www.wcntse.org/
http://www.archeoastronomy.org/
http://www.desertknowledgesymposium.com/default.asp
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15-17 November: Fourth International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education (CoSMEd) 
2011, Penang, Malaysia (http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html) (Feb11) 
 
December 2011 
7-10 December: 2nd INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULAR CULTURE AND EDUCATION, 
Centre for Popular Culture and Education, Hong Kong Institute of Education, Conference website: 
http://home.ied.edu.hk/~hkpop/conference2011.html (Feb11) 
 
2012 
 
February 2012 
12-15 February: Seventh International Conference on Science, Mathematics & Technology Education. 
Transformations through Science, Mathematics and Technology Education: Towards an Innovative and 
Sustainable Society. Muscat, Oman (http://smec.curtin.edu.au/conference.cfm) (Feb11) 
 
March 2012 
24-28 March: National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST) annual conference, 
Indianapolis IN, USA (http://narst.org/)  
 
April 2012 
13-17 April: American Educational Research Association (AERA) annual meeting, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
(http://www.aera.net/)  
 
May 2012 

17-19 May: 21st Symposium on Chemistry and Science Education, TU Dortmund University, Germany 
(http://www.chemiedidaktik.uni-bremen.de/symp2012/index.html.) (Aug11) 
 
June 2012 
28-30 June: ASERA 2012 – Australasian Science Education Research Association, University of the 
Sunshine Coast, Sippy Downs, Queensland. (http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-
conference) (Aug11) 
 
July 2012 
8-11 July: CONASTA 61 – Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association, “Science: It’s 
critical”, Australian National University, Canberra. (www.conasta.edu.au).(Aug11) 
 
 

http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html
http://home.ied.edu.hk/~hkpop/conference2011.html
http://home.ied.edu.hk/~hkpop/conference2011.html
http://smec.curtin.edu.au/conference.cfm
http://narst.org/
http://www.aera.net/
http://www.chemiedidaktik.uni-bremen.de/symp2012/index.html
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-conference
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf/2012annual-conference
http://www.conasta.edu.au/

	Thirteen years of the Indigenous Science Network
	A thirteenth year anniversary may seem an odd anniversary to celebrate, perhaps to some even an unlucky one. The reason why I dare to mention it is because it is thirteen years since the network was inaugurated after the conference of the Australian S...
	So where are we at now?
	Thirteen years ago there was a degree of interest in indigenous science. Education departments and boards of study in Australia were pushing the idea of indigenous perspectives across the curriculum, although we weren’t too sure what this meant. A num...
	Some people might suggest that we haven’t made much progress. Indigenous perspectives have made their way into the Australian Curriculum: science although the issue of representation of indigenous knowledge is still under discussion. One workshop at t...
	So, to answer my own question, I’m not sure. There is work going on in the area and a lot of interest in indigenous knowledge. So stay in contact: the network serves a purpose and will continue on for the time being.
	And now for some statistics. The network has grown since its inception from a group of 10 to over 200 members, with people continuing to join. Six of the original 10 are still on the distribution list. This is the 83rd issue of the bulletin since its ...
	I was able to meet up with some of the Australian members of the network at two conferences in the past month – apart from the inaugural meeting we’ve never had any formal gatherings. I also met with young researchers looking at indigenous science edu...
	Michael Michie
	Women Sea Rangers take the helm
	CONASTA 61 – Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association
	5-9 September: ESERA 2011 Conference, Lyon, Centre de Congrès, France. Science learning and Citizenship. (http://www.esera2011.fr/). (Dec10)

	8-11 July: CONASTA 61 – Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association, “Science: It’s critical”, Australian National University, Canberra. (www.conasta.edu.au).(Aug11)


