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NEWS and VIEWS  

Goulburn Island Indigenous Aquaculture Enterprise Program 
John Prior, Ann Fleming & Linda Ford 

 

Introduction 

This a brief account of the ongoing aquaculture enterprise development program at Warruwi, South 

Goulburn Island where a team of researchers, technicians and VET trainers from Charles Darwin 

University’s The Northern Institute, Research Institute for the Environment & Livelihoods (RIEL), the VET 

Aquaculture training school and from the Northern Territory Fisheries’ Darwin Aquaculture Centre have 

been working together with Warruwi people to establish aquaculture enterprises growing fluted giant clams, 

(Tridacna squamosa), blacklipped oysters (Striostrea mytilodides) and sea cucumbers (Holothuria scabra), 

or trepang as they’re locally known. This account gives a brief overview of the programs but mostly focuses 

on the clam work underway. 

 

The aquaculture program on Goulburn Island involves not only scientific aspects of the creatures involved 

but also social and cultural aspects of the Indigenous people. Not only do clams, oysters and trepang have a 

part in traditional cultural beliefs, but also land and sea ownership is important in determining who can have 

what say in such a project. Consultation has to be taken slowly with the appropriate protocols and processes. 

The Northern Institute is assisting Fisheries in researching and documenting the lessons learnt during these 

negotiations so government policy is continually improved. 

 

The community plans to farm trepang for export to China in partnership with a commercial partner. At 

present the research team is assisting in the negotiation process for setting up this commercial, ‘joint venture’ 

partnership. Warruwi people want to farm clams and oysters initially for local consumption, with the view to 

diversify into commercial operations as they gain skills and business confidence. The market research the 

team has done suggests oysters and clams could be sold to top-end restaurants in Darwin and the vibrant 

bright blue clams could be sold through the aquarium trade. These are decisions that the community needs to 

make for themselves. The research team is very aware that the community, and particularly the Traditional 

Owners, need to make informed decisions on these matters. 

 

The work with clams has had its trials and tribulations. The fluted giant clams is a CITES protected species 

which means proponents wanting to trade farmed clams for the aquarium market must undergo a rigorous 

approval process through the federal government before sales can begin. Clams, like all bivalves, can 

accumulate heavy metals, toxic algae and other contaminants from the surrounding water. So rigorous water 

quality testing must precede any sales for consumption. 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
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The research team is striving to address all these technical and commercial hurdles. The water chemistry 

scientists at RIEL are testing water quality at different times and locations (and a PhD student is researching 

the mechanisms behind uptake of naturally occurring contaminants), and thousands of baby fluted clams 

have been grown by staff at the Darwin Aquaculture Centre. The trainers from the VET Aquaculture school 

have trained a group of Warruwi men in the techniques for farming clams and the staff from the Darwin 

Aquaculture Centre has tested growth and survival of clams at different sites off the Island. 

 

The photo below shows some of the tanks full of clams at the centre. 

 

 
 

As if these challenges described above weren’t enough hurdles to overcome, the remote location of 

Goulburn Island means transport of large numbers of clams is logistically challenging and costly. Late last 

year 1000 clams were transported to the Island with a plan for the VET trained men to deploy them in the 

best clam sites off Goulburn Island. The women had previously asked DAC staff to supply these clams for 

use in their healthy seafood tucker enterprise. The clams were carefully packed in large aerated tanks full of 

seawater at the Darwin Aquaculture Centre and put on the barge to be shipped to Goulburn Island. 

Unfortunately bad weather delayed the barge, the trip taking 2 days instead of one and most of the clams 

died with only a dozen surviving the ordeal. The survivors were put in the surrounding waters off south and 

north Goulburn islands. One of the problems with working in remote communities is transportation, but we 

have learnt some valuable lessons and have plans to do it better next time!  

 

Not to be totally beaten by this setback the clam shells were cleaned and given to some of the women in the 

Arts Centre to see if they could paint and sell them. But, as we have said, this species is CITES protected so 

there is a lot of groundwork to be done before sales can take place. 

 

So this project remains very much ongoing with the research team regularly visiting the island or bringing 

Traditional Owners and Elders over to Darwin for workshops. It is certainly not a single focus project 

involving just technical or scientific aspects, as the social and cultural beliefs of the people heavily influence 

the processes and protocols. We know that such an approach will bring viable and sustainable economies 

and work opportunities to remote Indigenous communities. It is not easy, takes time and resources, but it is 

the only way to deliver real results for the people and for government. 
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Clams deployed in growout cages 

 

Clam shells can be painted for sale to tourists 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Australian Society for Indigenous Astronomy 

Our understanding of Indigenous astronomy is growing everyday. As the rate of research and education in 

the subject increases, our overall understanding is helping to bridge the gap in knowledge between 

Indigenous and Western cultures. The various research groups across the country are at the forefront of this 

research. The latest news of the three major groups is as follows: 

 

Curtin University, Perth 

 

John Goldsmith at Curtin University in Perth has submitted his PhD thesis on Indigenous Astronomy, 

entitled “Culture, Cosmos and Landscape: Documenting, Learning and Sharing Indigenous 

Astronomical and Sky Knowledge in Contemporary Society” under the supervision of Prof Steven 

Tingay (Curtin) and Prof Ray Norris (CSIRO/Macquarie). 

 

Macquarie University, Sydney 

 

Robert Fuller is now finishing his Masters degree in Indigenous astronomy. Bob has excelled in his 

studies, producing four first-authored, refereed publications. His thesis is on the astronomical 

knowledge of the Kamilaroi and Euahlayi peoples of New South Wales. His publications include 

“Astronomical orientations of Bora ceremonial grounds in Southeast Australia”, “The Astronomy of 

the Kamilaroi People and their Neighbours”, “The Emu Sky Knowledge of the Kamilaroi and 

Euahlayi Peoples”, and “Star Maps and Travelling to Ceremonies: the Euahlayi People and Their 

Use of the Night Sky.” He also co-authored a paper entitled “Orientations of Linear Stone 

Arrangements in New South Wales.” 

 

Bob is supervised by Ray Norris and Michelle Trudgett. Ray Norris has also published a paper on 

astronomy and song-lines in Wardaman traditions. 
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University of New South Wales, Sydney 

 

The Nura Gili Indigenous Programs Unit at the University of New South Wales in Sydney has 

officially launched a group on Indigenous astronomy. Led by Dr Duane Hamacher, the group is the 

national leader in teaching and research in Indigenous Astronomy. 

 

Nura Gili’s Indigenous astronomy program is dedicated to increasing our understanding of the 

intricate and complex ways in which astronomical knowledge is encoded in oral traditions and 

material culture. ATSI 2015: The Science of Indigenous Knowledge and ATSI 3006: The 

Astronomy of Indigenous Australians explore the crossroads of science and Indigenous culture. 

Students in ATSI 3006 course are conducting original research in Indigenous astronomy and are 

producing educational materials for schools, planetariums, observatories, and museums. 

 

The group welcomes two new students: Trevor Leaman (PhD) and Emma McDonald (Honours). 

Trevor is studying the astronomy of the Wiradjuri people of central NSW under the supervision of 

Duane Hamacher and Stephen Muecke. Emma is studying Aboriginal astronomy of Hunter region 

communities under the supervision of Duane Hamacher, Ray Norris, and James Goff. 

 

Duane Hamacher is also a guest editor for the Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage. He is 

editing Volume 17, Issue 2 of the journal, which is dedicated to Australian Indigenous astronomy. 

Papers that will appear in that issue are given in the Research section below. 

 

In the Media 

 

 On 23 January, 666 ABC Canberra featured a piece entitled The Southern Cross - A Star Guide. This 

included Indigenous views and interview with Duane Hamacher. 

 

 On 13 January, The Age published an article about Aboriginal astronomy featuring Prof Ray Norris, 

Priscilla Norris, and Dr Alan Duffy entitled “The First Astronomers”. 

 

 On 9 February, Duane Hamacher discussed the Charcoal Nights project on ABC 24 News. 

 

 On 20-21 February, Trevor Leaman presented sessions on Indigenous astronomy to students at the 

Indigenous Connections event at the University of Southern Queensland in Toowoomba. 

 

Conferences 

 

The tenth “Oxford” International Symposium on Archaeoastronomy will take place at the South African 

Astronomical Observatory in Cape Town on 12–18 July 2014. The conference theme is Astronomy, 

Indigenous Knowledge and Interpretation. (Website) 

 

There has been an ongoing tension in archaeoastronomy over interpretations of alignments and sky 

knowledge that are consistent with existing knowledge of the culture under examination. Added to this is the 

possibility that when working with living cultures more than one interpretation may exist. Indigenous 

Knowledge Studies (IKS), which works from within cultures is working to incorporate sky knowledge.  The 

conference will bring together these communities and others to examine the linkages, theories, and 

interpretations of the human relationship to the sky. 

 

Research 

 

The following papers have been accepted for publication: 

 

 

http://www.nuragili.unsw.edu.au/node/110
http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2014/01/23/3931015.htm?site=canberra
http://www.theage.com.au/national/education/voice/the-first-astronomers-20140106-30cx6.html
http://www.murrayarts.org.au/projects/2013718336898.asp
http://www.usq.edu.au/news-events/events/2014/03/indigenous-connections-springfield
http://culturalastronomy.saao.ac.za/
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1) Title: The Emu Sky Knowledge of the Kamilaroi and Euahlayi Peoples 

 

Authors: Robert S. Fuller, Michael G. Anderson, Ray P. Norris, and Michelle Trudgett 

 

Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: This paper presents a detailed study of the knowledge of the Kamilaroi and Euahlayi peoples 

about the Emu in the Sky. This study was done with ethnographic data that was not previously reported 

in detail. We surveyed the literature to find that there are widespread reports of an Emu in the Sky across 

Australian Aboriginal language groups, but little detailed knowledge available in the literature. This 

paper reports and describes a comprehensive Kamilaroi and Euahlayi knowledge of the Emu in the Sky 

and its cultural context. 

 

2) Title: The "Ilgarijiri – Things Belonging to the Sky Project: Collaboration between Aboriginal 

Communities and Radio Astronomers in Western Australia 

 

Authors:  John Goldsmith 

 

Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: The international radio astronomy initiative known as the Square Kilometer Array is a cutting 

edge science project, aimed at dramatically expanding our vision and understanding of the universe. The 

$2billion+ international project is being shared between Southern Africa and Australia. Currently in 

development in the Murchison region of Western Australia, the project is based upon collaboration with 

Aboriginal communities, to share scientific and Aboriginal knowledge of the night sky, via a 

collaborative project called "Ilgarijiri- Things Belonging to the Sky". Through a series of collaborative 

meetings and knowledge sharing, the Ilgarijiri project developed and showcased Aboriginal knowledge 

of the night sky, via an internationally touring Aboriginal art exhibition, in Australia, South Africa, USA 

and Europe. The Aboriginal art exhibition presents Aboriginal stories relating to the night sky, which 

prominently features the “Seven Sisters” and the “Emu”, as well as the collaborative experience with 

radio astronomers. The success of the Ilgarijiri collaborative project is based upon several principles, 

which can help to inform and guide future cultural collaborative projects. 

 

3) Title: Are Supernovae Recorded in Indigenous Astronomical Traditions? 

 

Authors: Duane W. Hamacher 

 

Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: Novae and supernovae are rare astronomical events that would have had an influence on the 

sky-watching peoples that witnessed them. Although several bright novae/supernovae have been visible 

during human history, there are many proposed but no confirmed accounts of supernovae in oral or 

material. Criteria are established for confirming novae/supernovae in oral and material culture, and 

claims from around the world are discussed to determine if they meet these criteria. Australian 

Aboriginal traditions are explored for possible descriptions of novae/supernovae. Although 

representations of supernovae may exist in Indigenous traditions, and an account of a nova in Aboriginal 

traditions has been confirmed, there are currently no confirmed accounts of supernovae by any culture in 

the world. 

 

4) Title: Aboriginal Astronomical Traditions from Ooldea, South Australia, Part 1: Nyeeruna and the Orion 

Story 

 

Authors: Trevor M. Leaman and Duane W. Hamacher 

http://arxiv.org/pdf/1403.0304v1.pdf
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Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: Whilst camped at Ooldea, South Australia, between 1919 and 1935, the amateur 

anthropologist Daisy Bates CBE (1859-1951) recorded the daily lives, lore, and oral traditions of the 

Aboriginal people of the Great Victoria Desert region surrounding Ooldea. Among her archived notes 

are stories regarding the Aboriginal astronomical traditions of this region. One story in particular, 

involving the stars making up the modern western constellations of Orion and Taurus, and thus referred 

to here as “The Orion Story”, stands out for its level of detail and possible references to transient 

astronomical phenomena. Here, we critically analyse several important elements of “The Orion Story”, 

including its relationship to an important secret-sacred male initiation rite.  This paper is the first in a 

series attempting to reconstruct a more complete picture of the sky knowledge and star lore of the 

Aboriginal people of the Great Victoria Desert. 

 

5) Title: Songlines and Navigation in Wardaman and other Aboriginal Cultures 

 

Authors: Ray P. Norris 

 

Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: We discuss the songlines and navigation of the Wardaman people, and place them in context 

by comparing them with corresponding practices in other Australian Aboriginal language groups, using 

previously unpublished information and also information drawn from the literature. Songlines are 

effectively oral maps of the landscape, enabling the transmission of oral navigational skills in cultures 

that do not have a written language. In many cases, songlines on the earth are mirrored by songlines in 

the sky, enabling the sky to be used as a navigational tool, both by using it as a compass, and by using it 

as a mnemonic. 

 

6) Title: Dreamtime Astronomy: An Indigenous Education Program at Sydney Observatory 

 

Authors: Geoffrey Wyatt and Toner Stevenson 

 

Journal Information: Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage, Volume 17, Issue 2, in press. 

 

Abstract: Since 1997 Sydney Observatory has included Indigenous astronomy as an intrinsic part of its 

exhibition and education programs. A new program, called Dreamtime Astronomy, has been developed 

and is currently being tested to focus on Indigenous astronomy. In this paper we present the development 

ideas, the results of testing these ideas, and how we propose to move forward with the program and 

engage Indigenous guides. 

 

7) Title: Geomythology and Cosmic Impacts in Australia 

 

Authors: Duane W. Hamacher 

 

Journal Information: West Australian Geologist, No. 505, pp. 11-14. 

 

Abstract: Myths and legends are taught as an important component of cultural history and heritage, but 

are viewed by many as little more than fairy tales. Rife with supernatural deities, unphysical acts of 

strength and prowess, and fictional creatures, the very concept of examining them for scientific content 

is frowned upon, if not rejected outright. And with anti-science creationists pushing for teaching 

mythology-as-science, this is not unexpected. But researchers are finding out something oral cultures 

have always known - myths and legends (or to use the preferred term, 'oral traditions') contain 

information about nature, survival, cultural practices, and social structure for the peoples that developed 

http://wa.gsa.org.au/WAG/WAG_Feb_Mar_2014.pdf
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them. This information actually does include a scientific component - explanations of the natural world 

that were used for navigation, calendars, food economics, and agricultural practices. The rising of the 

Pleiades at dawn may signal the arrival of winter. The behavior of some animals may predict the onset of 

bad weather. Certain plants may be used to treat ailments and disease. But these oral traditions can also 

contain information about past geological and astronomical events. 

 

Blog Posts 

 

 31 January 2013: Exploring Astronomical Knowledge and Traditions in the Torres Strait: A Project 

Supported by the Australian Research Council (Duane Hamacher) 

 

 2 January 2014: New University Course on Indigenous Astronomy (Duane Hamacher) 

 

 4 January 2014: Charcoal Night: Re-Imagining the Night Sky (Duane Hamacher) 

 

 12 January 21014: Bora Ceremonial Grounds and the Milky Way: a Connection? (Robert Fuller and 

Duane Hamacher) 

 

 20 January 2014: The First Astronomers: Education in the Pilbara (Andi Horvath) 

 

 4 February 2014: Maps By Night: Indigenous Navigation (Ray Norris) 

 

 23 March 2014: Indigenous Astronomy @ UNSW (Duane Hamacher) 

 

Activities of Dr Ragbir Bhathal 
** Dr Ragbir Bhathal, Dr Les Vozzo and Terry Mason are researching and working on teaching material on 

Indigenous astronomy and science which is linked to the new Australian Curriculum. 

** Despite what Warren Mundine stated in the media a few weeks ago, Dr Bhathal believes that Aboriginal 

science (pre-scientific ideas) are still valid to be taught in the Australian Curriculum. They represent the 

ideas of a people and how they viewed the universe and the environment. Their ideas are just as 

intellectually valid as those of the Greeks and other ancient civilisations. 

** Dr Ragbir Bhathal is working on the Aboriginal views of the constellation called the Pleiades. He 

believes that the stories associated with them should be seen from an Aboriginal perspective as stated to him 

by his Aboriginal friends and not views and interpretations of modern scholars imposed on them. There is 

disquiet among some Aboriginal groups as witnessed by the media reports of the desert people last week 

(See the Australian). It is important that modern day scholars respect the wishes and sensitivities of the 

Aboriginal people. 

** Dr Ragbir Bhathal is researching and working on the astronomy of the Torres Strait Islander people and 

their fight for freedom. 

** Dr Ragbir Bhathal is a Visiting Fellow at the Research School of Astronomy & Astrophysics, Mount 

Stromlo Observatory at the Australian National University. His book (Mount Stromlo Observatory: From 

bush observatory to the Nobel Prize) with his colleagues at the ANU, Harvey Butcher and Ralph Sutherland 

was recently launched at the ANU by the ACT Minister for Education and the Environment. It is published 

by CSIRO Publishing and has been well received. It mentions some aspects of Aboriginal astronomy. It can 

be purchased as an e-book from the CSIRO Publishing web site. 

  

http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2013/12/exploring-astronomical-knowledge-and.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2013/12/exploring-astronomical-knowledge-and.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2014/01/new-university-course-on-indigenous.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2014/01/charcoal-night-re-imagining-night-sky.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2014/01/bora-ceremonial-grounds-and-milky-way.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2014/02/maps-by-night-indigenous-navigation.html
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2014/03/indigenous-astronomy-unsw.html
http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18/pid/7212.htm
http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18/pid/7212.htm
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Work by John Morieson 
Thanks to Geoff Dudley, Astronomical Society of Victoria (ASV) Melbourne) and Erica Higgins 

(Indigenous Children's TV (ICTV) Alice Springs), the DVD of John Morieson and Alex Cherney's 

presentation to SEAC (Society European for Astronomy in Culture) in Evora, Portugal in 2011 is now 

available for viewing on Indigitube at the following link: http://indigitube.com.au/video/item/1802. 

The DVD 

The DVD is about Boorong astronomy. It came about by circumstances not of my choosing.  

 

This dvd was prepared by Alex Cherney and myself in 2011. It was for presentation to the annual 

conference of SEAC, the European Society for Astronomy in Culture, held that year in Evora, Portugal. 

Alex and I first met at the Lake Tyrrell Star Party in 2009. He asked me if I knew of Stellarium, the free 

astronomy program available on the www. I said I didn't and he said he would help me put the Boorong 

story into Stellarium. 

 

I had known the Boorong Clan had visited Euston on the Murray River. The sergeant of police had reported 

that “the Tyrrell blacks are here,” sometime in the nineteenth century. The Dadi Dadi clan lived on this 

stretch of the river and the Boorong would have good reasons for visiting. Otchocut the Murray Cod was in 

the Boorong night sky and I knew their lake was too salty for this freshwater fish. 

 

So I had the makings of a good story and when I read the Evora theme 'travel and discovery' I was hooked. 

Portugal is famous as being the home of Henry the Navigator, the prince of the realm, whose maritime 

inventions secured Portugal's place in the discoveries around the world. 

 

So the story unfolded. The Boorong were to visit their Dadi Dadi cousins on the Murray, first waiting for the 

cod to spawn, this seasonal event coinciding with Otchocut leaving the sky. They used the totemic figures in 

the northern sky to guide them on the way; they used their Creation Story to guide them back home. 

 

I had noticed the figures in the northern sky were not from the country around the lake and had to find out 

why. I wrote a two-pager North With the Boorong. The figures in the south were from Boorong country and 

I had already sussed the Warepil-Wah connection. 

 

So that's the reconstruction of Boorong life that led to the dvd. I researched the seasonal events of the 

Murray Cod and the malleefowl, I had done Anthropology at Monash so I knew about exogamous marriages, 

I had read extensively about birds and the writings of R H Matthews, and driven down the road from 

Robinvale to the lake.  

 

Possibly this road followed the tracks of the people, but we don't know because no descendant of the 

Boorong has claimed their heritage. 

 

John Morieson, January, 2014. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

Native American and Indigenous Studies Journal 
***Volume 1 #1 scheduled for SPRING 2014*** 

 

The CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS for the NAIS Journal is Now Open! 

 

http://indigitube.com.au/video/item/1802
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Native American and Indigenous Studies (NAIS) is the journal of the Native American and Indigenous 

Studies Association, which was founded in 2008 to support the scholarly and creative work of Native studies 

scholars. Published by the University of Minnesota Press, NAIS features scholarly articles, research notes, 

commentary, and reviews on the large and growing field of Indigenous studies. The editors encourage 

NAISA members to further the field’s knowledge of its broad and international currents through 

consideration of new books, films, exhibits, and other pertinent materials. 

 

For more information visit http://www.naisa.org/NAIS. 

 

Call for chapters: International Perspectives on the Theory and Practice of 

Environmental Education: A Reader 
Editors: Giuliano Reis and Jeff Scott 

Springer Publisher 

 

Book Abstract: Overall, environmental education (EE) has been aimed at giving people a wider 

appreciation of the diversity of cultural and environmental systems around them as well as the urge to 

overcome existing problems. Indeed, universities, schools, and community-based organizations struggle to 

promote sustainable environmental education practices geared toward the development of ecologically 

literate citizens in light of surmountable challenges of hyperconsumerism, environmental depletion and 

socioeconomic inequality. The extent that individuals within educational systems are expected to effectively 

respond to—as well as benefit from—the collective demand for a “greener” and more just world becomes 

paramount with the vision and analysis of different successes and challenges embodied by EE efforts 

worldwide. These insights and theoretical perspectives expand the creative commons (i.e. shared social 

imagination) available for educators worldwide when designing and implementing contextually 

situated (yet globally relevant and innovative) EE initiatives. 

 

In sum, this book shares conceptually and empirically grounded critical perspectives on the 

conceptualization, implementation, discourses, policies, and alternative practices of environmental education 

for diverse and unique groups of learners in a variety of international educational settings. Each contribution 

is organized by the various regions of the planet (i.e. continents) and offers insights on the authors’ own 

processes of reimagining an education in/about/for the environment that are realized through their teaching, 

research and other ways of “doing” EE. In addition, every section provides theoretical and practical 

scholarship detailing specific frameworks that support and orient research and practices from a multiplicity 

of angles. This book is intended to foster conversations amongst researchers, teacher educators, 

schoolteachers, and community leaders in order to promote new international collaborations around current 

and potential forms of environmental education. It is also a means to envision new teaching and research 

agendas for an education for sustainable development and sustainability. Proposals will be accepted for 

either (i) an entire section or (ii) individual chapters, both of which should focus on practices and theoretical 

views on/from a specific region of the globe. Interested authors are invited to forward a detailed abstract of 

their proposals until May 30th, 2014 (500 words maximum). 

 

Contact Information: 

Giuliano Reis (giuliano.reis@uottawa.ca), University of Ottawa (CANADA) 

Jeff Scott (jeffs@nipissingu.ca), Nipissing University (CANADA) 

 

Recent papers 

Lowan-Trudeau, G. (2013). Considering ecological métissage: To blend or not to blend? Journal of 

Experiential Education. DOI: 10.1177/1053825913511333 

Abstract: This article reports on a study that examined the ecological identities and philosophies of Canadian 

experiential environmental educators who incorporate Western and Indigenous traditions into their 

pedagogical praxis. Guided by the overarching question, “Can Western and Indigenous knowledge of the 

natural world be blended theoretically and in practice?” notable findings include the clarification of the 

relationship between Western and Indigenous knowledge and philosophies of Nature as one with the 

http://www.naisa.org/NAIS
http://jee.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/12/18/1053825913511333.abstract
http://jee.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/12/18/1053825913511333.abstract
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potential for bricolage (integration) but not absolute métissage (blending) unless Western perspectives other 

than science, such as deep ecology and bioregionalism, are also considered. 

 

Osborne, S. (2014). Putuna kulini: The trouble with “hearing”. AlterNative, 10(1), 3-14. 

Abstract: Remote Indigenous school principals find themselves caught in the middle of system priorities and 

demands, the demands of running complex and busy local schools, and the expectations and needs of the 

local community. Remote communities often complain that they are not being listened to or “heard”, but the 

process of listening, hearing and understanding in the complex cultural context of remote Aboriginal 

communities is far more complex than a visit or a single conversation can achieve. This paper examines the 

clash between values, perspectives and worldviews that is played out on a daily basis as schools go about 

their business of educating whilst also attempting to take account of what is important for the communities 

they work in. This work highlights the need for remote principals and educators to reposition themselves in 

the dialogue with communities in order to allow room for a new conversation that gets to the “heart of 

learning”. 

(You can access the paper via the link: http://www.alternative.ac.nz/journal/volume10-issue1/article/heart-

learning-series-paper-1-4-putuna-kulini-trouble-%E2%80%9Chearing%E2%80%9D) 

 

 

CONFERENCES 

Australasian Science Education Research Association Conference 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia 

1-4 July 2014 

 

Abstracts are due in by 1st May and can be submitted via Asera Melbourne <edu-asera@monash.edu>. We 

will endeavour to review abstracts and respond to authors asap so that travel plans can be made early.  

 

Registration is due by the 30th of May 2014 with all the necessary information for the conference available 

on the website http://newmediaresearch.educ.monash.edu.au/asera/ . 

 

This year we have introduced electronic conference registration. Simply click on the Registration tab on the 

website, follow the instructions and enter your details. A Tax Receipt from Monash University will 

automatically be generated for your files. 

 

Just as a reminder, the first author and presenter on a paper or poster must be a member of the Australasian 

Science Education Research Association. Membership is currently available through the official association 

website at http://asera.org.au/membership/.  

 

We look forward to reading all the abstracts soon! 

 

iSER 2014 World Conference 
29 October –2 November 2014 

Cappadocia, Turkey 

 

Organized by: iSER – The International Society of Educational Research 

 

Deadline for submitting abstracts: June 30th, 2014 

 

The iSER 2014 World Conference will be held to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the EURASIA 

Journal of Mathematics, Science & Technology Education. 

 

http://www.alternative.ac.nz/journal/volume10-issue1/article/heart-learning-series-paper-1-4-putuna-kulini-trouble-%E2%80%9Chearing%E2%80%9D
http://www.alternative.ac.nz/journal/volume10-issue1/article/heart-learning-series-paper-1-4-putuna-kulini-trouble-%E2%80%9Chearing%E2%80%9D
edu-asera@monash.edu
http://newmediaresearch.educ.monash.edu.au/asera/
http://asera.org.au/membership/
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At this conference, we aim to bring together researchers, teachers, administrators, educators, and solution 

providers to discuss and explore the future of science, mathematics, and technology education in K-16. 

 

For more information visit http://iser-icer.net/  

 

International Science Education Conference 2014 (ISEC 2014) 
Nov 25-27, 2014 

National Institute of Education, Singapore 

www.isec2014.org  

  

The International Science Education Conference 2014 (ISEC 2014) will be held on November 25-27 in the 

National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. ISEC 2014 brings together 

academics, researchers, teachers, school leaders and policy makers from around the globe to share the latest 

innovative research and practices in science education.  

  

Keynote Speakers 
Steve Alsop York University, Canada 

Justin Dillon King’s College London, UK 

Sibel Erduran University of Bristol, UK 

Vicente Talanquer University of Arizona, USA 

Hsin-Kai Wu National Taiwan Normal University, Taiwan 

  

Important Dates 
Deadline for Abstracts 1 May 2014 

Notification of Acceptance 15 June 2014 

Early bird registration close 15 July 2014 

Submission of full paper 1 October 2014 

Notification of best paper awards  31 October 2014 

Conference dates 25 to 27 November 2014 

  

Submission Requirements 
We welcome original papers, posters, symposia and workshops in but not limited to the following related 

areas: Science Teaching & Learning, Science Assessment & Evaluation, Science in Informal Settings, 

Teacher Education in Science, Science Curriculum & Policy, New Media & Technologies in science 

education, and Science Literacy and Nature of Science. 

  

Please submit your abstracts for peer review by 1 May 2014: 250 words maximum for papers and posters, 

1000 words maximum for symposia and 500 words maximum for workshops. Further submission guidelines 

at www.isec2014.org/call-papers 

  

Publication Opportunities 
Authors of accepted presentations will be invited to submit a full paper for the ISEC 2014 Conference 

Proceedings published by the NIE. Authors may also opt to be considered for the ISEC-Springer Best Paper 

Awards. 

  

Selected authors will later be invited to contribute a chapter to a book publication featuring key studies that 

offer an international perspective of recent developments in science education. 

  

Contact Us 
Email: isec2014singapore@gmail.com  

National Institute of Education (Singapore) http://www.nie.edu.sg 

 

 

http://iser-icer.net/
http://www.isec2014.org/
http://www.isec2014.org/call-papers
mailto:isec2014singapore@gmail.com
http://www.nie.edu.sg/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list is not to be 

read as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2014 
 

May 2014 

16-17 May: Excellence in Professional Practice conference, Melbourne Vic. (www.acer.edu.au/eppc) 

(Dec13) 

 

16-18 May: International Conference on Education in Mathematics, Science and Technology (ICEMST) 

Konya, Turkey (http://www.icemst.com) (Dec13) 

 

July 2014 

1-4 July: Australasian Science Education Research Association conference, Hilton on the Park, Melbourne 

(host: Monash University) (http://asera.org.au/)  

 

6-9 July: CONASTA 63, Conference of the Australian Science Teachers Association, Adelaide, South 

Australia (http://asta.edu.au/conasta)  

 

12-15 July STEM Education and Our Planet: Making Connections Across Contexts, UBC Vancouver, 

Canada (http://stem2014.ubc.ca/)  

 

28-30 July: Indigenous Men & Women Conference, Pullman Cairns International Hotel, Cairns QLD 

(www.indigenoushealth.net) (Oct13) 

 

August 2014 

26-29 August: 9th International Conference on Conceptual Change, University of Bologna, Italy 

(http://www.aub.edu.lb/FAS/SMEC/Pages/The9thInternationalConferenceonConceptualChange.aspx) 

(Feb14) 

 

September 2014 

21-27 September: 2014 IOSTE Conference, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia. Science and Technology 

Education for Sustainability (http://www.sarawak.uitm.edu.my/iosteBorneo/index.html)  

 

October 2014  

29 October –2 November: iSER 2014 World Conference, Cappadocia, Turkey, (http://iser-icer.net/) 

(April14) 

 

 

 

Future Australasian Science Education Research Association (ASERA) conferences (mid-year} 

2015 – Perth (host: University of Western Australia) 

2016 – Canberra (host: University of Canberra) 

 

Future National Association for Research in Science Teaching (NARST) conferences 

11-14 April 2015 – Chicago IL 

 

http://www.acer.edu.au/eppc
http://www.icemst.com/
http://asera.org.au/
http://asta.edu.au/conasta
http://stem2014.ubc.ca/
http://www.indigenoushealth.net/
http://www.aub.edu.lb/FAS/SMEC/Pages/The9thInternationalConferenceonConceptualChange.aspx
http://www.sarawak.uitm.edu.my/iosteBorneo/index.html
http://iser-icer.net/

