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The Kellys, our Kellys, began with Jeremiah and Mary Baker. Now they are still going with 693 at last count. Before Jeremiah and Mary, I  knew nothing before their arrival in Australia. Jeremiah and Mary got married and that was year zero for our three Kelly lines. As with many 19th century families, the rupture of emigration signified a renewal, meanwhjle the old country gradually faded into shadows.

The Kelly stories go back centuries, and are stories based on factual evidence, family legend and speculation. The stories of our Kellys, Jeremiah’s in particular, is a shifting one, with absences and missing links. Some of these stories have been kept alive in Australia for 150 years, and on occasion have met up with Kelly stories from Ireland. Over the years we have been able to hear separate accounts from Kelly descendants across he globe, and now communicate these stories using the Internet. 

Behind it all one can sense a calling or a longing - these stories promise to connect us, the Kelly descendants in Australia, with the struggles of their ancestors - largely over land, language, religion and culture – back to the time when the Kellys were beyond the Pale, literally, and before that when the rule of English law was preceded by Brehon law – Ireland had a system of community land title where the chieftain was elected.

While the Kelly stories feature some shadows and half formed figures, the tales of my childhood that my mother Patricia told me are largely true. How the Kellys shifted from their lands in Connacht and settled in Dysart O'Dea in County Clare as a result of wars against the English - either the Battle of Kinsale in 1602, or as a result of the Cromwellian land confiscations in the mid to late 1600s. And the fateful appearance at the Battle of Falkirk of John Patrick O'Kelly, his family pursued to the west of Clare where they hid for seven years in the Kinvarra mountains - but I will come to that. 

There are, however,  things we know for sure about our two ancestors.

Where our ancestor came from
[Slide 1] 
First, we know that the family arrived in Port Adelaide in 1852, with the four children Honor, 16 and Patrick 15, Anne 5 and James was 2. (This photo of Honor – she looks about 18 - must have been taken in the 1850s). 
[Slide 2] Jeremiah and Mary were probably married about 1835, but there is no record of the marriage, only records of the birth of James and Anne, since parish records were not kept for catholics until 1845. 

We know a little of where Jeremiah and Mary lived, and Jeremiah’s location among  the strands of Kellys from the region around the town of Ennis in Clare. [Map] Jeremiah and Mary connect us to a particular patch of earth located in the parish of Ruan-Dysart, a place that suffrered badly from crop failurein the 1840s. 

It is thought that Jeremiah emigrated on the advice of his brother John, who arrived in South Australia two years earlier, in 1850, with his wife Ellen Fitzpatrick. Also Martin Kelly and his wife Bridget McMahon arrived in 1851, and it is likely that Jeremiah and John were related, perhaps cousins, of Martin.     

So there are three strands of related Kellys who arrived in Adelaide at about the same time, but they will have to hold their own reunion because they wont fit in here. 

But as with all families, there are mysteries and shadows, and much yet untold.

Jeremiah’s dad
Jeremiah’ s father is the singular most ambiguous figure in the story. But if we don’t know who he is, we know something of his personality. It is known that Jeremiah displeased his father with his marriage, was disinherited and stayed with another branch of the Kellys at Bealnalicka before emigrating. My uncle Peter Kelly remembers his grandfather James, Jeremiah's son, referring to some relation of his as "Bully Kelly, the strongest man in Ireland". Father John Donnelly, writing to Peter Kelly in 1982, made reference to a “Bull Kelly” in the neighbourhood.(1)

This wrathful parent of Jeremiah is our enigma. He has different names according to different Kelly historians. Is it Patrick, or Timothy, or even Jeremiah(2), and there were an awful lot of Jeremiahs. But think about this disinheritance – it would most likely have been absolute and total, leaving Jeremiah and Mary landless in a place where you had land and family or nothing. They would have had little choice but to leave the region (although it was some 15-16 years between marriage and emigration). The the indications are tantalising but imprecise. 

Colonel O’Kelly
Let me take a leap here to one of the most legendary pieces of Kelly history from the region. When my uncle Peter Kelly visited Ireland in 1951, he met Louise Connolly, who gave him a copy of a note concerning her ancestor Colonel John Patrick O'Kelly who died in Falkirk in 1746. 
[SLIDE] He also obtained a transcript of the fireside chat “One night in 1798” by Dirmud O'Kelly warning his sons and nephews of the dangers of taking up arms, and of the story of their pursuit by the Butcher Cumberland, as Duke was known, and of the gold they carried with them. (see http://snipurl.com/falkirk)

[SLIDE]The Falkirk documents mention four brothers, Patrick, Thomas, Diarmud and Morty, all sons of John Patrick O'Kelly. Dirmud's descendants are well accounted for by the O’Kelly Lynch descendants, and their story about how they ended up via various evictions and pursuits in Mullagh. 

Dirmud, in the fireside chat of 1798, mentions his brotherThomas “who still lives at Dysart, twenty miles from here”. Peter Kelly's own research gives him 9 children. Our knowledge of Thomas stops there. Thats' all we know about him or his children. 

The link with Thomas
Given that Jeremiah's father, Mr Kelly, was relatively well to do in the Ruan district, it is quite possible that his wealth is linked via land in Dysart to Thomas O’Kelly, one of the four brothers, who settled in Dysart in the late 1700s. 
[SLIDE] In fact, Jeremiah's father could be Thomas's son, if we take into account the spacing of the generations, and the possession of gold in Thomas's family.    
 
The trouble is, no one back in Ireland is left to ask after Jeremiah, since we are all over here. Jeremiah's ancestry does not seem to have been tracked as much as other realted branches of the Kellys: the O’Kelly-Lynches, or the Kellys of Kilmaley, or the Kellys of Bealnalicka. 

When Jeremiah and Mary eloped and provoked the Old Testament style wrath of Bull Kelly, they came to Australia and brought forth a multitude, so to speak. And with this paternal defiance, perhaps they brought a rebellious streak to the Kellys which, you may have noticed, erupts every now and again in various families. Its not just the increase of Kelly clan population from 2 to 690 odd in six generations, but the kinds of achienemnts and preoccupations that they pursue – you could describe the Kellys her as magnanimous – not a fashionable word in current times – and now this multitude has extended the Irish diaspora into the diversity od culture that is this country. 


Footnotes
1. Bull Kelly has been identified, and he is not our Jeremiah’s father. He was identified by both Fr John Donnelly (letter 1982) and “Pappy” Kelly, who said Bull Kelly was his grandfather James (1818 –80), brother of “Old Jer” Kelly. This is recounted in a letter by Peter Kelly to his parents Frank and Sheila in 1951. 

This makes our Jeremiah 6 years older than James “Bully” Kelly, and probably a cousin.

Dates taken from Ray Kelly’s GEDCOM database, 
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~hannontan/archive.htm

2. Patrick is our Jeremiah’s father, according to Antoinette O’Brien from the Clare heritage Centre in her work for Des Caulfield, 28 April 1997, is the father of John Kelly, who arrived in Adelaide in 1851. Timothy is our Jeremiah’s father, according to Ray Kelly in his database, and Jeremiah, though my  mother Patricia Hannon (nee Kelly), Peter Kelly’s sister.


