Kelly Baker Family Celebration 
•	By Maureen McDermott
•	(Patrick descendent)

Why did Jeremiah and Mary Kelly choose to migrate with their family to South Australia in 1852?
At that time South Australia had a shortage of workers, and the passage was free for suitable applicants.
However, going back to the time before Jeremiah and Mary came to Australia, when South Australia was founded 1836, there were already penal Colonies in N.S.W., W.A.., and Tasmania, and the founders of the new colony in South Australia  feared of a flooding of undesirables: ticket of leave, ex convicts etc which would adversely influence the newly forming  Colony.
Wealthy investors and absentee landowners in Britain required labour for their land, and blacksmiths, domestic servants, an essential  workforce in building up the newly forming Colony. The Wakefield Plan incorporated  migration to the colony for these wealthy investors, money spent to bring  migrants to work the land etc., their fares paid by the S.A. Land Fund provided by the Colonisation Commissioners.
By 1840 there were new arrivals to Port Adelaide of 4 ships per week which continued for many years. And by this time there were officially appointed officers of the Colonisation Commissioners at all British ports, supervision arrangements in Great Britain was much improved for the flow of migrants to South Australia.

The Colony of South Australia was a free colony, not a penal colony as was N.S.W., W.A., Tasmania. A founding principle  was to ensure the  immigrants to S.A. were of good moral character, sober and industrious. The separation of husband and wife was not allowed, no single women without her parent, no unmarried mothers. In the early days of emigration  baptismal certificates and a clergyman’s reference were sufficient to ensure an assisted passage, but by 1850 Emigrant Commissioners required that certificates of moral character to be signed by 2 respectable householders, never a clergyman or publican. (Refs. R.Parsons; F.Chuk.)

Once Jeremiah and Mary made the decision to emigrate, they made an application to the Colonisation Commissioners; and certain criteria had to be met. Once accepted, they were allocated a ship, & time and place of departure. To all those  married with young children it was pointed out that if they took the sea journey with more than one child under five, one could die, and it was forbidden to leave your children behind. On receiving the embarkation order, affairs had to be settled. All emigrants were told to pack clothes for both hot and cold climates, and towels and sheets. The Commissioners supplied mattresses, bed-clothing and all provisions of food and medical comforts, cooking utensils, knives and forks, etc. etc. for the journey.
Travelling from Ireland to their embarkation port, Jeremiah, Mary and the four children were housed and fed before the embarkation date at the Emigration Depot near the docks. Before they could board the ship, the family had to pass the medical examination: “…examined the above applicant and his wife and children …none seriously mutilated or deformed ..nor afflicted with any disease calculated to shorten life or to impair physical or mental energy.. And all the male adults are capable of labour.” 
The family passed the medical examination, and it was time to board the ship. (Refs. F.Chuk; R.Parsons.)

Earlier that same century, there had been disastrous cases of overcrowding and other incidents of neglect on migrant ships to Australia. Fortunately Jeremiah, Mary and their children could benefit from new laws designed to protect the migrant. The British Passenger Act 1849 stipulated how much space each emigrant should have below deck, upper deck and  stowing of luggage. It stipulated the rules to be observed on the ship including provision of food and bedding,  time of rising and fires lit  7a.m. breakfast 8 to 9; Lunch 1 pm etc.  All males  over 14 had duties in rotation, scrubbing of utensils, decks, ladders, berth boards, decks to swept before and after breakfast and all meals. Also, there was to be washing at certain times,  airing of bedding,  a cook to be appointed, (the Phoebe Dunbar employed a cook on this journey); supper at 6 pm, fires out 7 pm, all in berths by 10 pm, safety lamps lit at night; etc. etc.. 
A certain area was to set aside for a hospital; Church Service on Sunday at 10 am.
All migrant ships should carry a surgeon, who was paid; and a Teacher and a Matron. 
The matron was responsible to the surgeon, and assisted the teacher. She was in charge of the women and girls and was to inspect them and their quarters daily for neatness etc. Her many duties included supervising the reading of the scriptures, then assisting the teacher in writing and arithmetic  of girls under 16 in the morning; giving domestic instruction, assisting older women wishing to learn to read or write, and in charge of the sewing of shirts in the afternoon: the Commission gave employment to the migrant women by providing materials for the sewing of shirts for which they were paid at the end of the journey. The Matron delegated someone to read aloud from a book for the benefit of the women sewing and was responsible that all young women were in their sleeping apartments by dark, etc. etc. ; and in general coping with the various temperaments under her charge. (Refs. R.Parsons; Keeper of Public Records; F. Chuk.)
The teacher took a paid position, or could work for his passage to Australia ; he instructed all levels in education requirements and scripture reading, one teacher teaching all levels in the style of that day. (Ref. Keeper of Public Records; F.Chuk.)

It was a long sailing journey from England to Australia, but by 1852 when Jeremiah, Mary, and their family were to sail to Australia, ships’ masters had devised faster routes to the colony by going further South and following the winds the journey took less time
“The main sailing route once followed the 40th parallel. The new, much shorter route Great Circle Route sailed as far South as possible, daring Masters reduced the length of the passage to the Colony.” (Refs. R.Parsons; F.Chuk.)

The newspaper The South Australian Register had an important role  communicating the business of the day and this included the busy activity of Shipping. The ships’ arrivals at port for the unloading of goods, each ship having an individual icon, was  reported on the front page; with the general shipping news, arrivals,  vessels in the harbour, etc. on a later page. 

The Phoebe Dunbar is ready for unloading of any cargo is reported on the front page.
A later page (558) reports all the immigrants’ names.

The Captain’s Report lists the deaths on board: 
Dora O’Brien 2 months at Plymouth
Martha Wilson 8 Years 17 March at Sea
Ann Lottman 2 Years 21 March  at Sea
Henry Lottman 5 years 22 March at Sea
Mary Powell 5 Years 15 April at Sea
Elizabeth Conlon 4 Years 29 April at Sea
Cathrin Williams 8 days 2 May at Sea +
Patrick Conlon 13 Years 16 May at Sea
Thomas Jones 2 days 20 May + at Sea
James Goodes 1 month 26 MAY + at Sea
Sarah Barton 32 Years 26 May at Sea
Joseph McKena 2 Years 28 May at Sea
Helen Hops 1 Year 16 June Port Adelaide.
Those marked + were born on board. Dora O’Brien the first on the above list was not counted in the number embarked at Plymouth… ……”
 Ship Phoebe Dunbar, 
Port Adelaide 15 June 1852, F. Mitchie.”
The Emigration Commissioners paid half the sum of money of the cost of the emigrants to the owner or agent when the ship left the embarkation port, paying the balance on disembarkation, when the ship’s Certificate the final document is signed. (Ref. The Contract, The Ship’s Papers.)
The gap in time was enormous between sending and receiving news, as long as the ship’s journey.
The ship was the only means of carrying news so great a distance to Australia, news by word of mouth, or in the newspapers, and personal letters sent from home, were waited for with great interest. 
Those in Australia  had to wait a year to receive a reply after sending a letter “back home”.
 The Great Circle Route
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•	9th June 1852
Arrived
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•	The South Australian Register reports on page 558: “Passengers per Phoebe Dunbar”, listing all  names including “J. and Mary Kelly, J., Anne, Honora, and P. Kelly.’
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