Presentation by Stephanie James at Kelly-Baker celebration at Clare, South Australia, 5 Oct 2002.
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Patrick Kelly, the eldest son of Jeremiah and Mary was born in Ireland on February 9th 1839. When Jeremiah died of liver disease (?), in early 1860, less than eight years after the family’s arrival in South Australia, it seems that Patrick took on the head of the family role. It was Patrick who registered his father’s death, and Patrick who took up 120 acres of land, Mount Rufus, in Mintaro two years later. We don’t know much about how the family lived in Adelaide, we know generally where they lived, south of the city, on ‘The Marion Road at Edwards Town’, and we know Jeremiah’s stated occupation (on his death certificate) was a “Cattle Dealer”, and that Patrick worked with him.

The move north seems to have been encouraged by Jeremiah’s brother John who had settled in South Australia a few years prior to Jeremiah and Mary. But the family, now consisting of Mary, Patrick and James, (because Honor had married in 1856), was not moving to an unsettled region. The Mintaro area was surveyed soon after the establishment of the colony of SA in 1836, there were about 60 individuals there by 1842 and an official Police Reserve owing to problems with “Aborigines, convicts and ship deserters.” When copper was discovered first in a creek bed near Mintaro and then in 1845 at Burra to the north east, Mintaro was thriving. The town plan was laid out in 1848 and by the late 1850s had stone huts, four roomed stone dwellings, two hotels, four blacksmiths, two bootmakers, three chaff mills, a flour mill, five churches, three shops, a bank and a slate quarry. Mintaro had become a major site on the copper transport route from Burra and, many of the Uruguayan muleteers had a permanent camp at Mintaro.

So before the Kelly trio arrived the various church going groups had determined the Mintaro’s settlement patterns with teetotaller Methodists dominating the town centre and “the drunken Irish Catholics to the north.” The Catholic Church was built in 1855 and there was a school by 1858.

Patrick was in his early twenties at the time of taking up the Mount Rufus land; within two years, in 1864, he had married Ellen Brady whose family were even earlier Mintaro residents, but originally from Tipperary. We know little about the Kelly early life on the land, but records show that by 1865 there was a two room slab hut on the property; as young Jeremiah was born in June 1865 and Michael Aloysius in April 1867.  Part of the land was under crop, wooden and wire fencing were also part of the assets on which Patrick was taxed by the government. Patrick was also allocated land further north at Belallie in 1871 but this may have been on behalf of his brother James. He later purchased another 126 acres at Merilden, closer to Farrells Flat. His son Michael lived there with his family.  

Patrick and Ellen remained on the land, their nine children being born between 1865 and 1880; one, James died at four days of diptheria in 1878 and was buried at Mintaro, the other four boys were educated at least partially by the Jesuits at Sevenhill College which opened in the 1850s. And the girls boarded for some time at Cabra in Adelaide – education was of great importance in this family. By the time Ellen died in 1902, Jeremiah (1865 - 1911), Michael (1867 – 1945) and Ellie (1868 – 1935) were married and were all establishing farming families in the district, Catherine Lucy (1871 –1923) and Nora (1877 – 1956) had joined the Dominicans and Patrick Leo (1873 – 1943) had distinguished himself academically, worked in the Surveyor’s Department and was about to be ordained in Sydney. Teresa (1875 – 1961) had been exemplary in her care for Ellen who was ill for some years before her death in 1902. The youngest son, Tom (1880 – 1946), worked in the area until he went overseas to study medicine in 1908.

Patrick became a Justice of the Peace in the late 1890s and was a great supporter of the Church and the local community. After Ellen’s death he continued to work his land until about 1913 or 1914; he then spent most of his time with his daughter Teresa and her family but also with Patrick, who was by then the travelling parish priest at Port Lincoln. Patrick died on the 3rd of June 1923 and was buried in the cemetery at Mintaro. 

If we try to sum up his life from his origins in County Clare, he was an extremely successful man. Emigrating with his family and having adult responsibilities thrust on him at an early age, he then married and established a large family and was a respected figure in the district, described in one obituary as “a grand pioneer”. Eight of his children survived to adulthood, three served the Church and five provided for the future by marrying and peopling Australia, his youngest son, Tom returning to Australia in 1924 having married a Scottish teacher of Irish origin. The descendants of Patrick number at least 374 and live in South Australia, Victoria, Western Australia, Queensland, New South Wales, Papua New Guinea and China.

And there are six of Patrick’s grandchildren to link us more directly to this eldest son of Jeremiah Kelly and Mary Baker. Five of them are here today, Eileen O’Sullivan, John Slattery and Frances Low are children of Teresa, the sixth child of Patrick and Ellen, while Leo and John Kelly are the sons of Thomas Francis and Winnie. Sheila Farmer, youngest child of Ellie and Tim Sexton sends her apologies.  (John Slattery died suddenly on October 31st, having delighted in his day at the Clare Celebration.) 

