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Editorial

Commercial fairness

A certain shopkeeper and councillor who shall remain namelessisawarethatitis
time for ironwood felling, and she has asked us to publicise that she has taken
delivery of ashipment of chainsfor chainsaws and other tools, but she declined

our offer to alow her to place a paid advertisement.

That being the case, wewill not inconvenience our readersby failing to alert them
of thisalleged bargain, but the choice of wording isours. We note herethat alocal
store has obtained a large shipment of second-rate goods and hopes to unload
them at exorbitant rates. In an entirely unrelated matter, may we notethat Chuffer
Harrisis offering hisusual chain sharpening and repair business, at remarkably

low prices?

The case for the gliding frogs

The ironwood season for the past
three years has seen considerable
heated argument about the needs of
the ecosystems of our islands, and in
particular, the way we extract
ironwoods.

It is true that ironwoods have been
part of our lifefor ahundred yearsor
S0, but if wewant to maintaintheis-
landslifetheway itis, we may need
to make some changes.

A littlebird hastold usthat Jean Grey
isat it again (seethe Council notices)
and wants to woodchip a large part
of theinwit. She saysthiswould ac-
tually be good for the ecosystems
there, because we could then set up
ironwood plantations that could be
harvested in an organised way in the
future.

This idea may in fact have some
merit, but it leaves open the question
of what we would use for ironwood
until the first of the plantation trees
become available in twenty years
time. And what isshegoing to dowith
thewood that isthere?

Sheisgoingtoturnitinto woodchips
and sdll it to somebody to make pa-
per — and al without checkingto see

if the wood chips of ironwood can
even be made into paper in the first
place!

According to Peg Wilkins, theideais
bad, becauseit showsacompletemis-
understanding of what a forest is
about.

“Schemes like this show what is
meant by not seeing theforest for the
trees,” shesaid. “ Thereismuch more
to aforest thanthefew straight, regu-
lar trunks that the loggers take out.
And for all that people criticise the
traditional loggers, they manage to
leave the old growth, the stuff of no
economic valuethat keepsthewhole
ecosystem ticking over.”

Peg also believes that we lack the
necessary knowledge to mae these
judgements, because we don’'t know
what are the keystone species, the
onesthat stop the whole system col-
lapsing, just asthe keystoneinastone
archis kept up by that one stone.

She is convinced, for example, that
“thegliding frog” isreally “theglid-
ing frogs’, that the two species are
distinct and quite different. And until
we have answers like that, she says,
we need to hold off.

In council this month

Thismonth’s Council agendaincludes
the vexed question of whether or not
the Council will alow the capture and
removal of breeding pairs of
hairyodditiesfromtheislands.

The previousassumption that thiswas
aget-rich-quick scheme by amulti-
national has now been shown to be
fase: theseanimalsare, it seems, ex-
tremely useful asa‘model’ for dia-
betes, akiller disease in many parts
of theworld.

Isit possible we might persuade the
researchersto do their work here?

And next month, according to what
we have heard, the question of
woodchipping theinwit isback onthe
agendaagain.

More on the ‘tummy bug’

The ‘tummy bug’ that we reported
last month continues to wreak havoc,
and it now seems to be more com-
mon in the Uglets. This raises the
guestion: is it something to do with
the tanks, or could it be spread in
some other way? Peg Wilkins believes
she and Hyacinth have the answer,
but they are not saying until they have
done some more tests.

Apologies and corrections
Weregret thereferenceinour last is-
suetothe"grey mare", when the con-
text makes it obvious that we were]
actually referring to Mayor Grey.
Thiswas due to a misunderstanding)
during ashouted conversationas" The)
Chuffer" left thewharf, after Chuffer
had shouted himself horse.

The anonymous complainant fromj|
the Pony Club: please stop how —
leave well enough alone. Stop being]
filly.




Letters to the editor
Sir,
| refer to the Second Editorial inyour
last issue. | take it that | am being
referred to when youimply that | was
going to take all of the money from
theticketssold to watch the boat pull-

ing, but nothing could befurther from
the truth.

Nor did | want us to stage boat
pullings every month: only in those
monthswhen the Cloudwalker Hotel
had alarge convention booking. You
imply that we would be opening up
our customs for outsiders to watch,
but these would be very select out-
siders, given the prices that the
Cloudwalker management plan to
charge.

So your objections, as aways are
groundlessand ill-founded.

Jean Grey
Sir,
Peg Wilkins argued last month that
we have no right to exploit the
hairyoddity, but if that is the case,
neither do themultinationalswho are
planning to grow the hairyodditiesin
large numbers, for their own reasons.

They can get away with that sort of
‘roll over them’ behaviour inthede-
veloping world, but not here. You
may be very sure that they will be
taking out parents on whatever they
do, and will we see any money from
these potents?

People who live on top of oil-fields
areentitled to sell theoil, andweare
just asentitledto sell other peoplethe
right to use our wildlife, but it must
be aright that we can revoke.

Observer
Sir,
| believe that there are at least some
touristswho areresponsible, but they
arethe oneswho arewilling tofitin
with us, and do what we do, rather

than demand that we do what they
want.

Chuffer

Sir,

Hamish Lim, aswe al know, is en-
tirely one-eyed when it comes to
snarks, because of the damage they
do to his short-legged sheep, and he
only keeps those because he is too
lazy to build decent fences.

The snark isamagnificent creature,
and has long been part of the Ugly
Islands ecosystems. To call for the
utter destruction of any speciesisa
crime against Nature, against God,
and against our common humanity

Buck Mulligan
Sir,
Limmo isright to be concerned about
barragesinterfering with the Plughole
Rush, but that is surely just a matter
of having some liftable spans, or a
section that can be swung out of the
way whentheraceison. Asan ater-
native, if a barrage was used, there

could be openingsto alow racersto
shoot therapids, asit were.

That said, most barrage designswould
not completely block the passagein
any case, but operate as a series of
waterwheel s might do, though using
carbinesinstead.

Watcher
Sir,
| understand that some of our
greener-hearted compatriotsarewor-
ried about therisk of harmto thedid-

ing grog during the coming ironwood
fellingintheinwit.

Whilel do not believethat they come
to any harm, what is all the fuss
about? There are plenty more up on
Cloudmaker that can glidedowninto
the inwit to replace any that were
killed.

QED
Sir,
When you' ve seen one frog, you've

seen enough. All they do is eat
agenbites anyhow. Who cares?

Doggo

Sir,

Most of my time at the moment is
being taken up with trying to explain
what is going on with the ‘gummy
bug’ in TheUglets, but | need to deal,
at least briefly, with the question of
the gliding frogs. There is no doubt
in my mind that even though they
may look similar, thesefrogslivein
different places and have different
habits, asidefromtheir gliding skills.
Sowhilethey may haveevolved from
acommon ancestor, if youkill one, it
isgoneforever.

If our resident puzzle settershave not
posed a problem for this month -- or
evenif they have, | wouldliketo see
what the clever young people can
make of the available evidence: isit
onegliding frog, or two gliding frogs?

However you look at it, extinctionis
demeaning of life, and we should
want to part of it.

Peg Wilkins
Sir,
| am delighted to report that | have
had aletter from Professor Fenwick,

indicating that hewill be back onthe
islandslater thismonth.

This is exciting news, as | have re-
cently found some wombah sign in
theinwit.

Bill James

Ironwood offcuts

Chuffer Harrisiswilling to take
any amount of offcutsand scrap
to use as fuel. Beach pickup,
anywhere by agreement, or as
far up river as he can get the
boat. Priceson application, with
special dealsfor thoseusing his
boat to transport their logs.

Chuffer aso advisesthat he has
agood supply of nicely matured
floatwood logs available for
thosewishing to bring ironwood
down fromthe Riverrun by wa-
ter.




