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NEWS and VIEWS  

Welcome to Volume 16 of the Indigenous Science Network Bulletin! 
Thanks for being a member of this network. I was asked recently who was our target audience. Originally it 

was a group of teachers and academics who were interested in indigenous science and I guess they still make 

up the core group. Since then the network has also come to the attention of researchers working across 

cultures and education officers working with schools and other institutions. It’s also picked up a number of 

people working in indigenous astronomy. I don’t really know – there’s no joining fee, no questionnaire, you 

can just join. And you’re welcome. 

 

Recently I’ve had expressions of interest from members offering short articles that might be of interest to 

members. Our guest contributor is an indigenous astronomer – I hope you enjoy his article. 

 

Guest editorial: Vandalism is the disease.  Is astronomy the treatment? 
Dr Duane Hamacher 

Nura Gili Centre for Indigenous Programs 

University of New South Wales 

d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au 

 

Aboriginal rock art is under threat. Development and vandalism are eradicating art of the oldest continuous 

cultures on earth. In places such as Sydney, the destruction of rock art is ever increasing. There is simply not 

enough money and resources to effectively protect Aboriginal sites from the constant threat of destruction. 

In some places, loopholes in the legal system allow developers to build on sites with the only requirement 

being the completion of an archaeological survey.  Unfortunately, no further action is required after the 

survey report is submitted, even if significant cultural value is found at the site. In Tasmania in 2009, a 

major road works project threatened to destroy thousands of artefacts and Aboriginal sites, including burial 

sites, but development began before consultations had even completed. Pressure by mining, oil, agriculture, 

and development lobbies makes it difficult to convince those with the necessary means to protect these sites 

in the face of development and corporate pressure. 541 permits were approved to destroy or disturb 

Aboriginal heritage sites between 2005 and 2009. In the face of this issue, it is important that we be vigilant 

and raise public awareness of this problem. 

 

On 30 November 2012, the ABC 7.30 aired a show highlighting the threat Aboriginal heritage sites face and 

included me discussing some possible astronomical significance of rock art sites in the Kuringai Chase 

National Park north of Sydney. When I went with the ABC film crew, I was shocked at the fresh damage 

done to the Elvina Track rock art site. Grooves had been re-carved (Figure 1), many of them quite poorly 

http://members.ozemail.com.au/~mmichie/network.html
mailto:mmichie@ozemail.com.au
d.hamacher@unsw.edu.au
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and incorrectly. The visitors that know little or nothing about Aboriginal rock art felt compelled to scratch 

new marks in the grooves – in some cases, altering the meaning altogether.  For example, most engravings 

of lizards are pictured as if seen from above, with a head, tail, and four limbs protruding outward. A vandal 

thought it more appropriate that a goanna engraving be viewed in profile, which meant essentially cutting 

off two of the lizard’s legs. 

 

 
Figure 1: ABC News: Rare Aboriginal rock art faces threats.  A stone found by the author used by vandals to re-groove 

engravings, causing significant damage.  Image from ABC 7.30 show. 

 

In Garigal National Park, just south of Kuringai Chase, cyclists have caused extensive damage to rock art on 

a large flat sandstone platform (Figure 2).  Stone arrangements at the site were knocked to the side as 

cyclists cleared a path, evident by the tyre marks clearly visible on the stone platform and imprinted over the 

sacred culture heroes carved into the rock.  Talking with park rangers, it seems posting signs only increases 

damage and putting up fences is a “fun” challenge for some.  It is increasingly difficult to protect sites when 

so many in the public either maliciously target Aboriginal cites or those with good intentions try to lend 

there support by re-grooving the quickly vanishing engravings.  But as the old saying goes, “the road to Hell 

is paved with good intentions.”  There are successes, and the Basin Track rock art site in Kuringai is a great 

example.  Signs are posted and large dividers are placed between the public and the art.  By placing 

upstanding replicas of some of the engravings for tourist photos, damage to the engravings has decreased. 

These successes are the fruits of labour by National Parks & Wildlife.  Another NP&W success worth noting 

involved taking urban Aboriginal youth into the bush, were they helped to clean and restore Aboriginal rock 

art sites. This was a resounding success and one of many programs by NP&W aimed at preserving and 

protecting Aboriginal sites. 

 

One would not see this sort of damage or disrespect at ANZAC memorials, and if they were damaged, the 

guilty parties would face a tsunami of anger and criticism. Readers of this bulletin hardly need to be 

reminded of this threat.  It is something we have all come to face, but it is not helpful for us to simply shake 

our fingers and scold the public and developers to deter destruction of Aboriginal sites.  We need to educate 

the masses and instil a sense of wonder and pride. Only then will heritage sites be afforded the proper 

respect and care they deserve.  How can we accomplish this? 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-11-30/rare-aboriginal-rock-art-faces-threats/4402252
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-11-30/rare-aboriginal-rock-art-faces-threats/4402252
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Figure 2: Damage to rock art sites caused by cyclists.  Photo by creativespirits.com 

 

Astronomy is one of the most effective ways in which to engage the public in intellectual discourse, as most 

people have a fascination with the night sky. Attitudes about Aboriginal culture and the intellectual 

accomplishments of Aboriginal people are changing for the better when paired with astronomy.  I was 

pleased to hear from many non-Aboriginal people who whose attitudes and perceptions were changed by our 

research into Aboriginal astronomy.  Corporate and political figures are now taking an interest.  Indigenous 

communities are taking the lead.  It is gaining momentum and the result is completely positive. 

 

 
Figure 3: The Aboriginal planisphere developed at Sydney Observatory. 

Photo by Geoff Wyatt. 
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My work with Sydney Observatory led to Aboriginal sky stories being included as a part of all astronomy 

tours. The observatory also developed Aboriginal astronomy displays, an Aboriginal planisphere (Figure 3), 

and is about to launch an Indigenous astronomy program. Indigenous owned tour companies, such as 

Gagudju Dreaming in Kakadu, have launched Aboriginal astronomy night tours.  An increasing number of 

public talks have raised awareness and generated interest. Media programs are increasingly incorporating 

Aboriginal astronomy into TV shows, news articles, and radio programs.  Nearly every one of our major 

research papers has garnered media interest. A German film company is now doing a program on Aboriginal 

astronomy, promoting Australian Indigenous culture in Western Europe.  Astronomers Ray Norris and Fred 

Watson will be heading a 9-day tour of Aboriginal sites across Victoria and NSW relating to astronomy.  An 

undergraduate course in Indigenous astronomy and ethnoscience is being developed at the University of 

New South Wales.  At UNSW, we are also providing support to Indigenous students who wish to pursue 

degree programs in science, mathematics, and engineering, particularly physics and astronomy. 

 

We hope that continued outreach campaigns in Indigenous astronomy will help the public understand the 

importance and significance of cultural heritage sites.  There is no easy cure, but astronomy can be an 

effective treatment for the disease of cultural heritage destruction. 

 

Indigenous survey sounds alarm bells for NT mammals 
A new study using local Indigenous knowledge has exposed a disturbing decline in mammal populations 

across the Northern Territory. 

 

The story continues at http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-12-20/scientists-sound-alarm-bells-over-northern-

mammals/4437160.  

 

 

INDIGENOUS ASTRONOMY 

Work by Nadaraj Govender (South Africa) 
I have done some work in Cultural Astronomy in South Africa in which readers may be interested. Here are 

the references: 

 

Govender, N. (2011). South African inservice primary school science teachers’ conceptions of the Solar 

System. African Journal for Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education. 

 

Govender, N. (2009). Rural Lesotho pre-service students’ cultural and indigenous experiences of astronomy 

(ethnoastronomy) and implications for science education. Education as Change, 14(1). 

 

To make contact, email Nadaraj Govender Govendern37@ukzn.ac.za.  

 

Travel Program: Night Sky Dreaming - An Indigenous Astronomy Tour  
Discover the wonders of Indigenous Astronomy on a 9 day tour with well-respected Astronomer Dr Fred 

Watson and special guest CSIRO astrophysicist Ray Norris. 

 

http://australianmuseum.net.au/event/Travel-Program-Night-Sky-Dreaming-Indigenous-Astronomy-Tour/ 

 

 

  

http://www.gagudju-dreaming.com/Cruises/The-Algohgarrng-Experience.aspx
http://australianmuseum.net.au/event/Travel-Program-Night-Sky-Dreaming-Indigenous-Astronomy-Tour/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-12-20/scientists-sound-alarm-bells-over-northern-mammals/4437160
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-12-20/scientists-sound-alarm-bells-over-northern-mammals/4437160
mailto:Govendern37@ukzn.ac.za
http://australianmuseum.net.au/event/Travel-Program-Night-Sky-Dreaming-Indigenous-Astronomy-Tour/
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RESOURCES 

Indigenous Education Resource Update (Australia) 
The Indigenous Education Resource Update is a comprehensive regular email newsletter about emerging 

resources in Indigenous education. It details nationally appropriate resources, their availability, a brief 

description of content and utility, and a hyperlink to the resource. 

 

Two issues have been released since the last Bulletin, so go to the archive to check on previous issues: 

http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/239/idString/czeblq1892 

 

Hands-on interactive approach to science success in Aboriginal communities 
Engaging students in science through hands-on activities is a highly effective method of teaching in 

Aboriginal communities, new research suggests. 

 

Scitech’s Aboriginal Education Program (AEP) aims to “close the gap” between academic achievements of 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students by offering culturally relevant science programs to rural schools 

with high Indigenous enrolments. 

 

To read the full article, visit http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1714-

hands-on-interactive-approach-to-science-success-in-aboriginal-communities.html  

 

Aboriginal films for educators and groups  

Educational Aboriginal films for, by and about First Nations 

FirstNationsFilms.Com www.firstnationsfilms.com  

 

First Nations Films distributes and creates award-winning television Aboriginal documentary films and 

videos for, by and about First Nations people. Our exclusive educational native programs are shared with 

schools, universities, libraries, organizations and other groups and institutions throughout the world. Please 

visit our website for a complete list and video highlights from each film. Buy online at the website. 

 

Aboriginal Worldviews and Education 
Jean -Paul Restoule, University of Toronto 

 

This is a Coursera on-line course which will explore indigenous ways of knowing and how this knowledge 

can inform education to the benefit of all students. It starts on 25 February 2013 and runs for four weeks. For 

more information and to register, visit https://www.coursera.org/#course/aboriginaled.  

 

Interinstitutional Consortium for Indigenous Knowledge (ICIK, USA) 
The Fall 2012 issue of the ICIK Newsletter can be downloaded from their website, at http://icik.psu.edu/. It 

contains a rich assortment of student reflections on "Exploring Indigenous Ways of Knowing among the 

Ojibwe" on Pages 1-4.  Information on Page 9 tells you more about the Ojibwe course (CED 497C) and how 

to register for the 2013 Maymester experience that will take place May 5-22.   

 

If you were unable to attend the Indigenous Knowledge Showcase in October, you can read about it on 

Pages 5-8 and see photos taken at the sessions.  Many of you responded to my request that you send me 

information about your indigenous knowledge publications for the Showcase.  More than 200 references 

were received!!  You will soon receive an e-mail file containing all of the references that were submitted.  

This file will also be posted on the ICIK website <www://icik.psu.edu> 

 

On Page 4 of ICIK E-News you'll find information about the competitive indigenous knowledge research 

grants for Penn State students that were announced at the Showcase. 

 

http://www.ncsonline.com.au/newsletters/id/239/idString/czeblq1892
http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1714-hands-on-interactive-approach-to-science-success-in-aboriginal-communities.html
http://www.sciencewa.net.au/topics/aboriginal-science-a-knowledge/item/1714-hands-on-interactive-approach-to-science-success-in-aboriginal-communities.html
http://www.firstnationsfilms.com/
https://www.coursera.org/#course/aboriginaled
http://icik.psu.edu/
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If you are a faculty member, administrator or student at a college or university in the U.S. or another country, 

please review Pages 12 and 13 where you will find a proposed concept and criteria for an institution to 

affiliate with ICIK.  I would like feedback and input from you and your colleagues by January 15, 2013 on 

the idea of creating a virtual international interinstitutional consortium for indigenous knowledge.  Your 

comments are important!  E-mail suggestions to me at <anm1@psu.edu> so your input can be incorporated 

into the process of valuing indigenous knowledge by the academy. 

 

Please share ICIK E-News with your friends and colleagues and encourage them to join the listserve at the 

ICIK website <www://icik.psu.edu> or by sending an e-mail to me at <anm1@psu> with "Add me to the 

ICIK list" in the subject line. 

 

In this issue of ICIK E-News: 

 

 Ojibwe Experience: Student Reflections 

 Call for Student Indigenous Knowledge Research Proposals 

 Feature: Indigenous Knowledge Showcase 

 IK Showcase - Dedication of "The Watcher" 

 Summary of the IK Showcase Presentations Experience the Culture of One of the Largest Indigenous 

Communities in North America International Ag Speakers Series - Upcoming Presentations 

Indigenous Peoples' Rights: A Historical and Contemporary Global Movement 

 Coursera: Aboriginal Worldviews and Education 

 Coursera: Global Health Cultures 

 Guidelines and Benefits of ICIK Institutional Affiliation Criteria for ICIK Institutional Affiliation 

Kindred Spirits: Collection Native American Art Native American/Native Hawaiian Museum 

Services Program 

...and much more! 

 

International Journal of Multicultural Education 
We are pleased to announce the publication of the 5th Anniversary Issue of the International Journal of 

Multicultural Education. We invite you to review the Table of Contents here and then visit articles and items 

of interest at http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme.  

 

Also, we encourage you to visit the IJME's companion blog site at http://ijme-journal.blogspot.com/. Among 

many interesting features, the blog will post a series of interviews with luminary scholars and practitioners 

of multicultural education in the new year, beginning with Dr. Sonia Nieto, Author of Affirming Diversity 

among many publications. 

 

We appreciate your continued interest in the publication. Especially at this time of the year, IJME Editors 

wish you a blessed new year! 

 

IJME Editors & 

Heewon Chang, Editor-in-Chief 

 

International Journal of Multicultural Education Vol 14, No 3 (2012): Anniversary Issue: Multicultural 

Education-Past, Present, and Future Table of Contents  

http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/24 

 

Introduction to the 5th Anniversary Issue of The International Journal of Multicultural Education 

 Katherine Richardson Bruna, Heewon Chang 

 

Anniversary Issue Articles (Theme: Multicultural Education - Past, Present, and Future) 

  

Multicultural Education in Finland: Renewed Intercultural Competences to the Rescue? 

mailto:anm1@psu.edu
http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme
http://ijme-journal.blogspot.com/
http://www.ijme-journal.org/index.php/ijme/issue/view/24
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 Fred Dervin, Martina Paatela-Nieminen, Kaisa Kuoppala, Anna-Leena Riitaoja 

 

The Positive Impact of Culturally Responsive Pedagogy: Montana’s Indian Education for All 

 Jioanna Carjuzaa 

 

Enhancing Cross-cultural Competence in Multicultural Teacher Education: Transformation in Global 

Learning 

 Vilma Seeberg, Theresa Minick 

 

Bringing Theory to Life:  Strategies that Make Culturally Responsive Pedagogy a Reality in Diverse 

Secondary Classrooms 

 Socorro G. Herrera, Melissa A. Holmes, Shabina K. Kavimandan 

 

“God Gave Us Two Ears and One Mouth for a Reason”: Building on Cultural Wealth through a Call-and-

Response Pedagogy 

 Tyson E. J. Marsh, Shiv Desai 

 

Multicultural Education as Community Engagement: Policies and Planning in a Transnational Era 

 Kathryn A Davis, Prem Phyak, Thuy Thi Ngoc Bui 

 

Toward Common Ground: The Uses of Educational Anthropology in Multicultural Education 

 Peter Demerath, Allison Mattheis 

 

Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) 
First gathered in 2007 and incorporated in 2009, NAISA is the premiere international and interdisciplinary 

professional gathering for scholars, researchers, and community members interested in Indigenous Studies. 

Our annual meetings have grown from about 350 attendees at the first gathering in 2007, hosted by the 

University of Oklahoma and Robert Warrior; to 850+ at the 2012 meeting hosted at Mohegan Sun by the 

New England Host Committee. 

 

If you are not a member, we encourage you to sign up and join more than 800 supporters and practitioners of 

Native American & Indigenous Studies. 

 

The 2013 annual meeting will be held June 13-15, hosted by the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon, 

Canada. 

 

For more information visit the NAISA website at http://www.naisa.org/.  

 

Contextualizing Culturally Relevant Science and Mathematics Teaching for Indigenous 

Learning  
This is a special issue of the International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education which is to be 

published in February 2013: IJSME, 11(1). Hopefully a list of contents will be published in a future issue of 

this bulletin. 

 
Editors: Eleanor Abrams, Peter C Taylor, Chorng-Jee Guo  

 

This special issue takes a contextualized and international view of the teaching of indigenous students in 

mathematics and science classrooms. The focus of the papers within this issue makes explicit the 

knowledges and resources of indigenous students and examines the classroom structures that can enhance or 

diminish learning. Rather than have many indigenous students continue to internalize negative images of 

their culture created and propagated by the institution of schooling as unable, historically and currently, to 

be producers of mathematical and scientific knowledge and indigenous students as low-achieving 

mathematics and science learners (Kidman, Abrams & McRae, 2011), our goal is teach students to value the 

http://www.naisa.org/
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knowledge, values and process of knowledge production of their cultures. The papers in this issue were 

selected because the contributing scholars value the diversity that exists within communities and seek to 

capture perspectives that might support the excellence of indigenous students in science and mathematics 

and create science and mathematics classrooms that consciously build inclusive learning communities. 

 

Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga Conference Proceedings (2012) 
ISBN 978-0-9864622-4-5  

The 5th biennial International Indigenous Development Conference 2012 was held in Auckland on 27-30 

June 2012, hosted by Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga, New Zealand’s Indigenous Centre of Research Excellence. 

The proceedings are free to download, and include nearly 40 peer reviewed papers from around the world. 

They can be accessed at http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-indigenous-development-

research-conference-2012-proceedings.  

 

Recent articles and books 
Larkin, D., King, D., & Kidman, G. (2012). Connecting indigenous stories with geology: Inquiry-based 

learning in a middle years classroom. Teaching Science, 58(2), 39-44. 
Abstract: One way to integrate indigenous perspectives in junior science is through links between indigenous stories of the local 

area and science concepts. Using local indigenous stories about landforms, a teacher of Year 8 students designed a unit on geology 

that catered for the diverse student population of his class. This paper reports on the inquiry-based approach structured around the 

requirements of the Australian Curriculum, highlighting the learning and engagement of students during the unit. 

 

Wilson, K., & Alloway, T. (2012). Expecting the unexpected: engaging diverse young people in 

conversations around science. Australian Education Researcher, DOI 10.1007/s13384-012-0084-6. 
Abstract The issue of limited engagement with science for young people from Indigenous, minority and lower socio-economic 

groups in Australia appears to have been sidelined from the mainstream debate around falling rates of engagement with science at 

the secondary schooling level. The ‘closing the gap’ mantra of education policy in Australia has seen an extraordinary focus on 

improving literacy and numeracy outcomes for Indigenous students, which, while valuable, has subsumed the importance of other 

key learning areas including science. Teachers are soon to be expected to incorporate Indigenous Perspectives within the science 

subjects of the new Australian National Curriculum yet appear to be under-resourced to meet this challenge to traditional 

approaches to science teaching. The purpose of this paper is to explore the pedagogy of a teacher working at an alternative 

secondary schooling site in North Queensland Australia who volunteered to modify his teaching of science to explicitly 

incorporate Indigenous Perspectives. The qualitative data collected through classroom observation and teacher interviews 

demonstrates the complex and multi-faceted nature of the science education experience when traditional pedagogical boundaries 

are dismantled to allow for a drawing upon of the lived experiences of diverse young people. The teacher’s ability to embrace this 

broader vision of science is linked to the inclusive culture of the alternative school environment that is brought into being through 

a ‘common ground’ philosophy of mutual respect and democratic relations. 

 

Woods-McConney, A., Oliver, M.C., McConney, A., Maor, D., & Schibeci, R. (2013). Science engagement 

and literacy: A retrospective analysis for Indigenous and non-indigenous students in Aotearoa New Zealand 

and Australia. Research in Science Education, 43(1), 233-252. 
Abstract: Previous research has underlined the importance of school students’ engagement in science (including students’ attitudes, 

interests and self beliefs). Engagement in science is important as a correlate of scientific literacy and attainment, and as an 

educational outcome in its own right. Students positively engaged with science are more likely to pursue science related careers, 

and to support science related policies and initiatives. This retrospective, secondary analysis of PISA 2006 national data for 

Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia examines and compares the factors associated with science literacy and with science 

engagement for indigenous and non-indigenous 15 year old students. Using a four step hierarchical regression model, our 

secondary analyses showed consistent patterns of influence on engagement in science for both indigenous and non-indigenous 

students in Aotearoa and Australia. Variations in students’ interest, enjoyment, personal and general valuing, self-efficacy, and 

self concept in science were most strongly associated with the extent to which students engaged in science activities outside of 

school. In contrast, socioeconomic status, time spent on science lessons and study, and the character of science teaching 

experienced by students in their schools were the factors most explanatory of variations in science literacy. Yet, the factors that 

explained variation in science literacy had only quite weak associations with the suite of variables comprising engagement in 

science. We discuss the implications of these findings for science educators and researchers interested in enhancing students’ 

engagement with science, and committed to contributing positively to closing the persistent gap in educational outcomes between 

indigenous and non-indigenous peoples. 

 

Baynes, R. & Austin, J. (2012) Indigenous Knowledge in the Australian National Curriculum for Science:  

From conjecture to classroom practice. International Indigenous Development Research Conference 

http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-indigenous-development-research-conference-2012-proceedings
http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-indigenous-development-research-conference-2012-proceedings
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Proceedings 2012, Auckland, New Zealand. (http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-

indigenous-development-research-conference-2012-proceedings) 
Abstract In most countries of the world, a culturally specific (Western) form of science has masqueraded as universal, true and 

irrefutable. With the introduction of the first national Australian curriculum, Western science and its epistemological base have 

been challenged by formal expectations that Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledges be included in formal 

school science programmes. This paper draws upon two studies that have addressed the preparedness of the educational 

community to take up the challenges and opportunities this development offers. The first study drew on the reactions of heads of 

science departments in secondary schools and the second looked at ways in which a group of educators are working to meet the 

expectation. 

 

Burridge, N., Whalan, F., & Vaughan, K. (2012). Indigenous Education: A Learning Journey for Teachers, 

Schools and Communities. Rotterdam and Taiwan: Sense Publishers. Free Preview Indigenous 
Education  
Abstract: Education is an essential pathway to bridging the divide in educational attainment between Indigenous and non- 

Indigenous students. In the Australian policy contexts, Indigenous Education has been informed by a large number of reviews, 

reports and an extensive list of projects aimed at improving educational outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children. Central to each has been the investigation of the inequity of access to educational resources, the legacy of historical 

policies of exclusion and the lack of culturally responsive pedagogical practices that impact on Indigenous student achievement at 

school. Research on best practice models for teaching Indigenous students points to the level of teachers’ commitment being a 

crucial link to student engagement in the classroom, improvement of student self concept and student retention rates. Most 

recently, the Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) has recognized in the National Professional 

Standards for Teachers, that practising teachers must attain skills in working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 

and their communities. Clearly it is time for new pedagogical practices in Indigenous education that are implemented in 

partnerships with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. This book reports on a three-year research based study 

of action learning in schools that sought to enhance engagement with local Aboriginal communities, promote quality teaching and 

improve students’ learning outcomes. The school studies come from different demographic regions in New South Wales, 

Australia’s most populous state and showcase the achievements and challenges; highs and lows; affordances and obstacles in the 

development and delivery of innovative curriculum strategies for teaching Aboriginal histories and cultures in Australian schools. 

The findings illustrate that engaging teachers in a learning journey in collaboration with academic partners and members of local 

Aboriginal communities in an action learning process, can deliver innovative teaching programs over a sustained period of time. 

As a result schools demonstrated that these approaches do produce positive educational outcomes for teachers and students and 

enable authentic partnerships with Aboriginal communities.  

 

Sarra, C. (2012). Good morning, Mr Sarra. Brisbane: University of Queensland Press. 
When Chris Sarra arrived as the first Aboriginal principal of Cherbourg State School in 1998, it was a time of high hopes but low 

expectations in Indigenous education. Over the next six years, he transformed the school into a national success story, but not 

without controversy along the way.  

From his childhood as the youngest in a large Italian-Aboriginal family, Chris was taught to be proud of who he was and where he 

came from. But he only began to understand that not every Aboriginal child grew up with this sense of worth when he started 

working as a teacher. He became determined to defy expectations of being Aboriginal and, in doing so, to change them for others. 

His role at Cherbourg finally gave him a chance to put his philosophy into practice. Along the way, he battled the media, the 

education system and a culture of complacency. 

Good Morning, Mr Sarra is the inspiring life story of a young boy from a country town who grew up to become Queensland's 

Australian of the Year, a subject of ABC's 'Australian Story' and one of the most outspoken and recognised educators in the 

country. His leadership institute and its nationally acclaimed 'strong and smart' philosophy, now used in many schools, means that 

Indigenous children no longer hope for a better education; they can expect it. (Back cover) 

 

Sarra, C. (2011). Strong and smart – towards a pedagogy for emancipation: Education for first peoples. 

London and New York: Routledge. 
Strong and Smart –Towards a Pedagogy for Emancipation tells the story of how Dr Chris Sarra overcame low expectations for his 

future to become an educator who has sought to change the tide of low expectations for other Indigenous students. The book 

draws upon Roy Bhaskar’s theory of Critical Realism to demonstrate how Indigenous people have agency and can take control of 

their own emancipation. Sarra shows that it is important for Indigenous students to have confidence in their own strength and 

ability to be as "able" as any other group within society.  

The book also compares and contrasts White perceptions of what it is to be Indigenous and Indigenous views of what it is to be an 

Aboriginal Australian. The book calls for Indigenous Australians to radically transform and not simply reproduce the identity that 

Mainstream White Australia has sought to foster for them. Here the book explores in what ways Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people are "othered" by White Australians. Sarra seeks to advance the novel position that it is OK to be other to White 

Australia. The question becomes, "which other?" The Indigenous Student should not be treated as the Feared and/or Despised 

Other, nor should they be coerced into wholly assimilating into White culture. (Book description) 

 

http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-indigenous-development-research-conference-2012-proceedings
http://www.maramatanga.ac.nz/publication/international-indigenous-development-research-conference-2012-proceedings
http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/1339-indigenous-education.pdf
http://www.sensepublishers.com/media/1339-indigenous-education.pdf
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CONFERENCES 

Native American and Indigenous Studies (NAISA) 2013 Annual  
Saskatoon SK, Canada 

13-15 June 2013 

 

This year the meeting will take place in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada and is hosted by the Department 

of Native Studies and the University of Saskatchewan. The conference will take place from June 13-15, 

2013. 

 

Here you’ll find all of the relevant information for the upcoming conference. This site will be updated as 

more information becomes available. If you have questions about site content or are having trouble finding 

information, please contact our site administrator Allison Piché at naisa.2013@usask.ca. We look forward to 

seeing you in June! 

 

For more information about the conference, visit http://www.naisa.usask.ca/.  

 

IHPST 2013 Conference 
19-25 June 2013 

Pittsburgh, PA, USA 

 

The twelfth biennial International History, Philosophy and Science Teaching (IHPST) conference will be 

held at the University of Pittsburgh, USA, Wednesday, June 19 to Sunday June 23, 2013. The opening 

session will begin at 7pm Wednesday, June 19 to be followed by a welcome reception at 8pm. The closing 

session is scheduled to end at 5pm on Sunday June 23. 

 

Details concerning conference proposals appear below. This information, as well as information about 

registration, accommodations, travel, excursions, local Pittsburgh interests, and the program will become 

available on the conference web site: http://conference.ihpst.net. Registration information will be posted on 

the website by the end of January. The conference is being hosted and supported by the University of 

Pittsburgh’s School of Education (http://www.education.pitt.edu) with cooperation of the Center for 

Philosophy of Science (http://www.pitt.edu/~pittcntr). We also thank the Interdivisional Teaching 

Commission of the International Union for History and Philosophy of Science (http://www.idtc-iuhps.org) 

and Springer (http://www.springer.com/education+%26+language/science+education/journal/11191) for 

their support. 

 

Conference Theme: The Influence of Scientific Practices 

It can be argued that scientific practices have changed the world. They have changed our knowledge base, 

they have changed our technology, and they have changed the way we think and act. Recently the 

philosophy of science has experienced a “practice turn,” identifying practice as a conceptual lens that can 

help explain the way science has developed, and what science is. Educators have also turned attention to the 

same concept of practice, not to explain the development of science, but to tap into a way of thinking about 

how learning happens, and how students should be taught. This overlapping interest in practice is an 

excellent opportunity to make coherent connections across history and philosophy of science and science 

education. Authors are encouraged to submit proposals that relate to this theme, but all proposals will be 

evaluated equally without reference to it. 

 

  

http://naisa.org/
http://www.tourismsaskatoon.com/about-saskatoon/
http://artsandscience.usask.ca/nativestudies/
http://artsandscience.usask.ca/nativestudies/
http://www.usask.ca/
mailto:naisa.2013@usask.ca
http://www.naisa.usask.ca/
http://conference.ihpst.net./
http://www.education.pitt.edu)/
http://www.pitt.edu/~pittcntr).
http://www.idtc-iuhps.org)/
http://www.springer.com/education+%26+language/science+education/journal/11191)
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2013 Garma Festival 

9-12 August 2013 

Nhulunbuy, NT (Australia) 

Garma’wu Buku_lunggthurra – Getting people together 

 

The Board of the Yothu Yindi Foundation are delighted to announce the dates for the 2013 Garma Festival. 

Garma will be hosted by the Yothu Yindi Foundation over a four day period, from Friday 9 August to 

Monday 12 August 2013. 

 

The recently upgraded Garma grounds and our new Garratjambal Auditorium is expected to alleviate 

previous operational challenges to the site come August. Our event will be held in the usual location at 

Gulkula, 40 kilometres outside the township of Nhulunbuy, Northern Territory. 

 

The 2013 programme will consist of 2 forums that link together in the evening ceremony (bunggul) and 

celebration of song (manikay), art (miny’tji) and Yolngu dance. 

 

The Key Forum, which deals with major contemporary issues of the Aboriginal world, will run from Friday 

morning to Saturday afternoon, its theme: A Bi-Partisan Project: Partnerships, Reconciliation & Future 

Prosperity. 

 

This theme will cover practical examples of co-operation, change and reform in remote Aboriginal Australia 

– Aboriginal groups and leaders will speak to the challenges, successes and failures of their endeavours to 

improve the lives of their people. 

 

For more information visit http://www.yyf.com.au/.  

 

10th Conference of the European Science Education Research Association (ESERA). 
2-7 September 2013 

Nicosia, Cyprus 

 

Welcome to the 10th Conference of the European Science Education Research Association (ESERA). 

The University of Cyprus is proud to host the ESERA Conference, and we are looking forward to 

welcoming you in Cyprus. We hope that the conference will enable you to share your research with an 

international research community and to engage in discussion about the pressing issues in science, 

technology and environmental education research. 

 

The theme of the conference, Science Education Research for Evidence-based Teaching and Coherence 

in Learning, underlines aspects of great relevance in contemporary science education research: the need to 

reflect on different approaches to enhancing our knowledge of learning processes and the role of context, 

designed or circumstantial, formal or non-formal, in learning and instruction. Highlighting these themes 

does not mean underestimating or neglecting other important aspects of science education research and 

practice. 

 

We also hope the conference will be an enjoyable experience for all participants. Cyprus is a beautiful 

Mediterranean island in the south-east cornerstone of Europe. The University of Cyprus was established in 

1989 and strives to assert itself as an institution of scholarship and creativity in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Nicosia, the host city, deserves a visit for its mediaeval walls, its narrow streets and its many tavernas, where 

you can find delicious traditional Cypriot food and wine. It is a rather small city of 250 000 people with hot 

summer days but cool evenings, excellent services, infrastructure and organization. The city is 40 minutes 

away from some of the best beaches in the world and only about an hour away from some of the oldest 

surviving wall and floor mosaics in the world. 

 

http://www.yyf.com.au/
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We look forward to meeting all of you in Cyprus. The conference website is at 

http://www.esera2013.org.cy/.  

 

2013 National Indigenous Health Conference  
Pullman Cairns International, Cairns, Australia  

25-27 November 2013 

Following the successful staging of the 1st National Indigenous Health Conference in the Gold Coast, it was 

decided that the 2013 conference will be organized in Cairns at the Pullman Cairns International Hotel. The 

event is designed to bring together both government and non-government agencies who are working in the 

field of Indigenous health with the belief that working together can close the gap between the state of 

Indigenous Health as compared to the health of mainstream Australians. 

 

For more information, please visit http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm or send us an email at 

admin@indigenoushealth.net 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

This is mostly a summary of upcoming conferences. More details may have been given in this or previous 

bulletins as shown. A web-based contact is usually included. Inclusion of conferences in this list is not to be 

read as an endorsement of the conference. 

 

2013 
 

April 2013 

6-9 April: National Association for Research in Science Teaching International Conference, Rio Grande, 

Puerto Rico. (https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm) (Oct12) 

 

21-26 April: Anthropological Theory of Didactics, Toulouse, France. 

(http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en) (Oct12) 

 

June 2013 

13-15 June: Native American and Indigenous Studies Association 2013 Conference, Saskatoon SK, Canada 

(http://www.naisa.usask.ca/) (Feb13) 

 

19-25 June: IHPST 2013 Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, USA  http://conference.ihpst.net. (Feb13) 

 

26-28 June: Thirteenth International Diversity in Organizations, Communities and Nations Conference, 

Charles Darwin University, Darwin, Australia (http://ondiversity.com/home) (Dec12) 

 

July 2013 

2-5 July: ASERA Conference 2013, Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington, NZ 

(http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf)  

 

7-10 July: CONASTA 62, Celebrating Science, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Vic. Website not up yet, 

check at http://asta.edu.au/  

 

15-17 July: Asia-Pacific Science, Technology & Society Network – Biennial Conference 2013, Knowing, 

Making, Governing, Singapore (http://www.apstsn2013.com/) (Dec12) 

 

  

http://www.esera2013.org.cy/
http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm
mailto:admin@indigenoushealth.net
https://www.narst.org/annualconference/2013conference.cfm
http://citad4.sciencesconf.org/?lang=en
http://www.naisa.usask.ca/
http://conference.ihpst.net./
http://ondiversity.com/home
http://asera.org.au/index.php/annualconf
http://asta.edu.au/
http://www.apstsn2013.com/
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August 2013 

9-12 August: 2013 Garma Festival, Garma’wu Buku_lunggthurra – Getting people together. Nhulunbuy, 

NT, Australia (http://www.yyf.com.au/) (Feb13) 

 

September 2013 
2-7 September: 10th Conference of the European Science Education Research Association (ESERA), 

Nicosia, Cyprus (http://www.esera2013.org.cy/) (Feb13) 

 

29 September – 3 October: 4
th

 World Conference 2013, Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 

(http://www.worldste2013.org/) (April12) 

 

November 2013 

11-14 November: Fifth International Conference on Science and Mathematics Education (CoSMEd 2013), 

Penang, Malaysia (http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html) (Oct12) 

 

25-27 November: 2013 National Indigenous Health Conference,Pullman Cairns International, Cairns, 

Australia (http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm) (Feb13) 

 

 

Future Australasian Science Education Research Association (ASERA) conferences 

2013 – Wellington, NZ (host: NZ Council for Educational Research) 

2014 – Melbourne (host: Monash University) 

2015 – Perth (host: University of Western Australia) 

2016 – Canberra (host: University of Canberra) 

 

 

NARST 2014 Annual International Conference 

Pittsburgh, PA, USA 

30 March – 2 April  

 

 

The 2014 IOSTE Conference will be held in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia. No dates as yet. 

 

 

 

http://www.yyf.com.au/
http://www.esera2013.org.cy/
http://www.worldste2013.org/
http://www.recsam.edu.my/cosmed/index.html
http://www.indigenoushealth.net/submitapaper.htm

